
Milvvaukee Road 
Snovvplovvs 

. October 1984 No. 252 

Daylight 
Photo 
Gallery 



Those Magnificent 

1985 Calendar 

Now in its sixth year, Charles Ditlefsen's 
"Those Magnificent Trains" calendar for 1985 
is a striking work of art that you will want to 
have. Included in the twelve full color reproduc
tions are a UP 'Big Boy', a D&RGW 'K-28', a PE 
'Ten', a Milwaukee 'Bi-Polar', a West Side 
'Shay', SP's #4449, and more: from the 
cameras of Richard Steinheimer, Stan Kistler, 
Ed Nowak, Alan Burns, Dick Dorn, Bob McVay, 
and others. Each color print is suitable for 
framing. FULL COLOR LITHOGRAPHY ON 
COATED STOCK. Wall calendar size: 12" x 24" . 

'81, '82, '83, and '84 calendars available 

Order from: Charles Ditlefsen 
P.O. Box 1807 P 
M ill Valley, CA 94942 

Price $7.95 
Postage $1.50 
Calif. residents add 48¢ tax. 
Overseas orders $4 extra. 
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October 1984 

A Note from 
the Editor 

As we said when we came "on board" last 
September, "The next few months and years 
are going to be interesting, indeed." 

A year later we can confirm that it has, 
indeed, been interesting. We have accom
plished our goal of on-time performance 
with six bi-monthly issues, and we have 
added news columns, more features and 
more color, and the magazine is larger. 

We also said along the way that we would 
study ways to improve PACIFIC NEWS
and we're far from finished! We have two 
important announcements along that line: 

l. After Issue No. 253, which will be 
mailed in late October, we will resume 
monthly publication with the January 1985 
issue (No . 254), which will be mailed in late 
November. A principal reason for this change 
is to bring the news to you before it becomes 
stale; production schedules will also be tight
ened to further assure timely coverage. 

2. To accomplish this publication schedule, 
we have expanded the staff. We are happy to 
announce the appointment of Dick Stephen
son as News Editor effective with Issue No. 
253. Dick's byline as a columnist and rail 
photographer is a familiar one and he brings 
to us valuable experience as both a magazine 
publisher and editor. 

Further details will be announced in the 
next issue. We can add a few notes, namely 
that subscription rates will not be affected 
since they are on a per-issue basis, and that 
effective now we will compensate writers of 
feature articles used in the magazine. Photo 
fee payment remains as it has been . We ask 
that return postage and self-addressed enve
lope be sent with any unsolicited manu
scripts, slides or photographs if they are to 
be returned. 

Your suggestions and comments have been 
very useful in formulating our future direc
tion-after ali, the magazine is for YOU. 

-JIM WALKER 

No. 252 

Daylight Photo Gallery 8 

Light Rail in the West . .......... Mac Sebree 15 
Part Three: San Diego 

Milwaukee Road Snoqualmie Pass 
Snowplows ........... ... Kenneth G. Johnsen 18 

Steam, Diesel and Electric 

Departments: 

Rail News .. .. 4 
Excursions, Events, Meetings. 7 
Railroads . . . . 22 
Transit. . . . . .37 
Preservation. . 40 
Interurbans Newsletter .42 
Photo Section ....... .43 
Book Reviews . . . . . . . . 46 
Extra Board Classified Ads . 47 

Cover Photo 

Just as the Olympic torch marathon brought out 
thousands across the nation, so did SP 4449 and its 
Louisiana World's Fair Daylight stir the hearts of 
residents along its route. Here it is at Gaviota, 
Calif., on June 19, 1984. - DICK STEPHENSON 
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Rock Island Trackage Sold, Operators Changed 
Two segments of the Rock Island Railroad 
have recently seen changes in operators. The 
Cadillac and Lake City Railway has been 
operating the Limon, Colo., to Caruso, 
Kan., portion, with trackage rights contin
uing east through Goodland, Kan., to Colby, 
Kan. However, purchase by a Kansas group 
known as Mid States Port Authority has 
changed that. Mid States Port Authority has 
purchased from the Rock Island the line 
from Limon, Colo., east to Clay Center, 
Kan ., closing the deal on May 15 . As a re
sult, Kyle Railroad Co. will become the 
operator for MSP A, with trains rolling into 
Colorado in late May 1984. Kyle Railroad 
has been operating the Clay Center to 
Caruso, Kan., segment in recent years. With 
this change, Colorado will see Kyle's ex
Burlington Northern ALCo C-424 and 
C-425s, as well as the recently moved-in 
power from the SD&AE operation, running 
on the eastern Colorado plains. 

As for Cadillac and Lake City, they will 
begin operating the Limon to Falcon, Colo., 
portion of the Rock. The state of ColoradQ, 

Department of Local Affairs, has telegraphed 
the Rock Island Railroad to notify them that 
a $1 million Colorado Development Block 
Grant will be awarded to Elbert County for 
use in facilitating the purchase of trackage. 
in anticipation of this, C&LC ran a shipper's 
inspection train over the line on May 5 and 
7, 1984. The consists for both trains were: 
C&LC 994 (leased Mid-America Car Leas
ing), a GP-20 (ex-Milwaukee Road GP-9 that 
Milwaukee had upgraded), C&LC 82 (also 
leased from MAC), an SW-l, and Union 
Pacific cabooses 24576 and 24552, both of 
which, ironically, were ex-Rock bay window 
types. These trips went well, with a good 
turnout of possible shippers, local and state 
politicians, UP traffic men, and the press. 
Also under discussion for the Falcon to 
Limon line is steam passenger excursion ser
vice. GW 75 Railroad Co., which owns ex
Great Western steamer No. 75 and several 
pieces of railroad equipment, propose to 
operate passenger excursions with dining car 
service. TV and movie applications are also 
anticipated. GW No. 75 has appeared in 

several films in past years-Cat Ballou and 
Centennial being two examples. However, 
insurance requirements will prevent any 
steam excursions from operating this year, or 
ever, over the line. 

The remaining portion of the RI line from 
Falcon to the east side of Colorado Springs, 
Colo., has little potential for usage. There is 
a washed-out bridge on the east side of Colo
rado Springs that prevents operations into 
central Colorado Springs by C&LC. The 
Rio Grande has acquired and operates the 
Rock Island line west of the washed-out 
bridge in the Colorado Springs area. 

Operation of the Clay Center, Kan. , to 
Limon, Colo., portion should be fairly suc
cessful, based on the number of grain ship
pers located along the line. However, the 
future of the Cadillac and Lake City portion 
(Limon to Falcon) is questionable, since no 
customers have shipped anything from the 
towns along it since the Rock Island ceased 
operations. If steam excursions did start, 
Limon would be their boarding station. 

-CHIP SHERMAN 

JULY 23, 1984: The Ringling Brothers-Barnum & Bailey circus train crosses the Tehachapi Mountains behind a quartet of SP power. It 
is threading its way westward at Marcel; less than two miles ahead the train is long enough to pass under itself on the Walong loop. 
-DICK STEPHENSON 
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Circus Train Moving 
Through the West 
The Ringling Bros., Barnum and Bailey 
Circus special train took a somewhat differ
ent route to get from San Diego, Calif., to 
Spokane, Wash., on July 23rd and 24th. Due 
to the Olympics in Los Angeles, this year's 
routing of the circus was much different than 
usual. 

The train operated via the Santa Fe from 
San Diego to Los Angeles, where the Santa 
Fe ran it right into SP's Taylor Yard. Here, 
power and caboose were changed, and the 
train continued northward via the SP's 
Saugus line, and over Tehachapi during the 
daytime on July 23rd; it continued on its way 
north through Oregon. After playing dates in 
Spokane, Seattle, Tacoma, Portland and 
Fresno, the circus will visit the Bay Area, 
and then return to Los Angeles in mid
September. From the L.A. area it will then 
jump to Denver, Colo., which also is no 
short hop. 

The 43-car train makes an impressive sight, 
indeed. On the head end there are four 
baggage cars with elephants and other large 
animals. After that came 27 living and eating 
cars, followed by 12 flats carrying vehicles. 
This gives a train length of over 4,000 feet, 
about three-fourths of a mile. It made for a 
train long enough to loop itself at the 
Tehachapi Loop, a rare sight indeed for a 
passenger-carrying train. However, this train 
should be considered to be a unit freight 
train, and it uses freight braking. 

The cars represent a variety of former 
owners. By now they have been so modified 
that in many cases it is difficult to tell who 
the original owner may have been. Some of 
the more identifiable cars are ex-C&O, Rock 
and UP. 

Motive power on the move from San Diego 
to Los Angeles was a quartet of Santa Fe GE 
Nos. 8713, 8048, 8162, 8750 (a U26C, two 
C30-7s and a U36C). At Los Angeles, SP 
substituted SD40T-2 No. 8367 and SD40Rs 
7324, 7348 and 7353. 

Even with some slow orders, the train 
moved along well, making the L.A. to 
Bakersfield run in six hours. Top speed was 
held to 50 mph. -DICK STEPHENSON 

Denoting Southern Pacific's sponsorship role in the 1984 Summer Olympics was 
specially painted SD40E No. 7347, unveiled on May 13 in Los Angeles. Here it is at 
the head of symbol freight WCLAK on May 28 by the San Antonio Winery at East 
Bank Junction in Los Angeles. -DON JOCELYN 

Southern Pacific's Olympic Train 
Southern Pacific operated a special passen
ger train from Oakland to Los Angeles on 
July 22 in conjunction with the 1984 Olym
pics. Headed by the special-liveried " Olym
pic" engine, SD40E 7347, the lO-car train 
traveled down the coast in daylight. Included 
in the train were SP cars 295 and 298 (bag
gage), 292 (sleeper), 291 (diner), 290 
(lounge), SW 156-Lake Pepin, SW 507-
Shasta, 117-11lcson, 131-Los Angeles and 
100-Airslie. The Lake Pepin and Shasta, 
leased from Sierra Western, were two of the 
cars used recently on the World's Fair Day
light behind SP 4449. They are painted 
Daylight colors, which added even more 
color to the special train. 

Upon its tardy arrival in Los Angeles, the 
train was switched, lounge car No. 289-
City of Angels added, and nine of the cars 
listed above were spotted on trackage of the 

Santa Monica Branch (ex-PE Santa Monica 
Air Line) near the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. Car 289 is of note, as it had been 
used for some years as a conference car in the 
Los Angeles area. It was built originally as 
SP No. 2986 for the Golden State. About 
$50,000 was spent this year to refurbish the 
car, and to restore it to a lounge car config
uration. It has been painted the standard SP 
paint, with the name newly added on a built
up name plaque on the car side. It will be 
operated with business car No. 131-Los 
Angeles in the future. 

Besides the equipment spotted near the 
Coliseum, additional business cars were 
spotted at L.A.'s Union Station for the use of 
officials and guests during the games. The 
equipment returned to Oakland on August 
15. -DICK STEPHENSON 

Rebuilt Georgetown Loop High Bridge Sees First Train 
One hundred years ago, the original George
town Loop high bridge saw its first train 
cross its spidery framework. June 1, 1984, a 
stronger built reproduction saw its first train 
back across and mark a milestone in the 
Colorado Historical Society's development 
of a historical district representing Colorado 
in the late 1800s. The district consists of the 
narrow-gauge Georgetown, Breckenridge 
& Leadville Railroad, and the Lebanon 
Mine, an example of early-day mining. 

The original bridge was considered " the 
ninth wonder of the world" when completed 
in 1884; the Loop was part of an ambitious 
plan that never came about to reach Lead
ville. It served the railroad well during the 

mining days, and became a nationally 
famous tourist attraction around 1900 when 
several trains a day came up from Denver to 
Silver Plume. However, in the Depression 
year of 1937, this section of the line was 
abandoned; the original bridge was sold and 
dismantled in 1939. 

Rebuilding the Georgetown Loop as part 
of the Mining Gate Park has long been a goal 
of the Colorado Historical Society; their 
efforts were helped by a $1 million grant by 
the Boettcher Foundation. Work of creating 
the high bridge, also known as the "Devil's 
Gate Viaduct," began in May 1983 . 
Construction was virtually complete in the 
autumn of 1983, but winter weather delayed 

final deck and rail work until May 1984. 
For the first train, the Silver Plume-based 

Georgetown, Breckenridge & Leadville 
Railroad provided two Shays, Nos . 14 and 
8 (both are ex-Westside Lumber Co. en
gines), a GB&L lettered gondola and ex
Denver & Rio Grande Western caboose 
No. 0586. Railroad Builders of Englewood, 
who have the contract to lay the track around 
the Loop, had only a few hundred yards of 
track on the north side (left side in pictures). 
They continued to lay the rest of the Loop 
through June . The Colorado Historical 
Society was to hold an official dedication 
ceremony of the completed Loop on August 
1, 1984-Colorado Day. 
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Extra Board Classified Ads 
Get RESULTS 

(Say Our Advertisers!) 

EXCLUSIVE! 
WESTERN PACIFIC 

F7A No. 921 
Full-color Enameled Emblems! 

Hat or lapel pins-$2.50 
Key chain or watch fob-$4.00 

Buckles (several styles) from $7.50 
#921 in FULL COLOR on coffee mug 

-$5.00 
Add 75< shipping each item. Ca lif. res idents add 6% 
sales tax. Profit s go to Portola Ra ilroad Museums. 

SSAE for complete 
cata log & member
ship informat ion. 

BOX 1104 
PORTOLA, CA 96122 

itt~1I nriili 
NEW ENGLAND 
RAILROADING 

CALENDAR 
1 2 Full Color 8 X 1 0 

captioned photos 
Space for appointments 

$4.00 postpaid (US only) 
Canada $5 .00 US funds 

(Allow 3-4 weeks delivery) 

Mystic Valley Railway Society 
Post Office Box 486 

Hyde Park, MA 02136-0486 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

WRITE 

INTERURBAN FILMS 

FOR OUR LATEST 
FREE CATALOG 

OF 

SUPER 8 FILMS SOlId I SIIIIII 
16mm FILMS Smdl SlIlnl 

VIDEO TAPES VHS I Betl 
SLIDE SETS 20 Per SII 

featuring 

STEAM • INTERURBANS 
STREET CARS • DIESELS 

PLUS 
MANY CLASSIC RAILROAD 
PUBLIC RELATIONS FILMS 

INTERURBAN 
FILMS 

DEPT. I P - P.O. BOX 60 , ___ .....". 
SEAL BEACH. CA 90740 
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Short .tuff • • •. 

NWP DILL SIGNED. A bill establishing a 
new Redwood Region Railroad Authority to 
operute the north portion of the Northwest
ern Pueific if it is abundoned-Will signed by 
Cllliforniu Governor George Deukmejian on 
July 20. No decision hilS been announced by 
the ICC on SP'sopplication. - ED NERVO 

OXNARD POWER CHANGES. Ventura 
County Ry. will sell GE 70-ton No.1, and 
will purchase ex-SP ALCo S6 No. 1277 from 
II locomotive deiller; the latter unit, which 
will become VC No. 10, will be able to MU 
with VC No. 9 (also an S6). Both should 
soon sport B new (undisclosed) livery. 

-BILL MORGAN 

STOCKTON BNGINB TO NBVADA: The 
Virginia & Truckee RR received SP 0-6-0 
No. 1251 on July 9 after a tortuous trip on 
Highway 88 over the Sierra from Stockton. 
The steamer had been in that city's Louis 
Park since 1957, where it had been subject to 
the vandalism that is typical at most park 
exhibits. 

YAKIMA DBCISION PBNDING: The appli
cation of Union Pacific to abandon its Yakima 
trolley freight operation and turn over most 
of its assets to the city has been favored by 
the municipality. (We emphasize Union 
since the "gremlins" put Southern Pacific as 
YVT's owner in the last issue-we did know 
better.) The Trackmobile still breaks down, 
cau~ ttite"t\MWIlfl 'ofquicj8ijadbMl. mB 
~rClimttirm ttOmimOOtorOlSUlle CJallSS being 
switched. ~JOHNSEN 

The 1985 Calendar 
"Derby" 
There will be a.large number of railroad and 
trolley calendars for 1985. As we obtain 
review copies we will pass on the informa
tion to you. 

Those Magmficent Trains all-color calendar. 
This is Chuck Ditlefsen's sixth edition and 
as always it contains an interesting mix of old 
and new, mainline and branch, steam-Diesel
electric. Opens to 12x24". $7.95 from P.O. 
Box 1807, Mill Valley CA 94942. 

Red CarslYellow Cars-Southern Calzfornia 
Transport Memones. A new calendar from 
Orange Empire Railway Museum. Thirteen 
full-color illustrations from the 1940s and 
1950s; six from Pacific Electric and six from 
Los Angeles Transit Lines-plus a dual
gauge scene with both PE and LATL. 
Opens to llxI7". $5.95 postpaid from P.O. 
Box 548, Perris CA 92370. 

The Great Days of Steam Railroading & Trol
leys is the 25th edition of the California 
Southern Railroad Calendar, published by 
Orange Empire Railway Museum. Eleven 
black and white views of such roads as SP, 
NP, Lackawanna, and the Rio Grande nar
row-gauge are supplemented by two trolley 
scenes (the Electroliner and Pittsburgh 

Rys.). Spiral bound, opens to 1 ix17". $3.95 
postpaid from P.O. Box 548, Perril CA 
92370. 

Southern Pacific Steam Power features pre
mier photographers and classic black and 
white photos of different SP classes, from 
branchline to cab-forwards. The views are 
dated in the 19305 and '405. Opens to 
12x18W'. Available at $4.95 from Whiltle 
Stop Publications, 3745 E. Colorado Blvd., 
Pasadena CA 91107. 

Letters 
Last month we followed the Daylight about 
1,000 miles while it was here in the Los 
Angeles area and I was able to get some 
excellent video. This got me to thinking of 
all the people who followed, of all the 
photos, of all the so-called "hotshot" 
photographers, of all the hoop-lao How 
many of these people bothered to sit down 
and spend five minutes to write SP a thank 
you? After all, no railroad-no train! I did! 
Perhaps an event like this will never 
happen again, but then if enough people 
would let the powers know their feelings, it 
could happen again. 

-WALT COTTON 

Cochran, Not Cochrun 

Re the article on SP's Tillamook Branch 
(PN 252), the map reads "Cochrun," the 
Dunscombl Ar'ey picture captions say 
"Cochran." I vote for the "a" version. 
Also, a caption in the Austin article reads, 
"One of the only SP lines in Oregon where. 
.. . " The Tillamook Branch is either the 
only one, or it isn't. It might possibly be 
one of only two, but no way can it be "one 
of the only .... " That is a grammatical 
impossibility. -D. M. GUNN 

It's "a." As John C. Kirkland, a regular 
reader points out, SP's own Alphabetical List 
of Stations shows it the correct way. We 
found one other glitch on the map: "Wedes
burg" should read "Wedeburg." On Mr. 
Gunn's second point, let's say "one of the 
few." 

"Ghost" of SP 1294 

Regarding the "Preservation" section of 
PaCIfic News No. 251, I hope your infor
mation was a misprint as the S-12 No. 
1294 is no longer with us. The locomotive 
on loan to the California State Railroad 
Museum (CSRM) in Sacramento is the ex
SP 1269 owned by the Pacific Locomotive 
Association. 

-JOEL HARRISON, CSRM Docent 

Mr. Harrison is correct. Locomotive No. 
1294 was scrapped after being on display at 
San Francisco's zoo for nearly a quarter 
century. The PLA saved a number of parts 
from No. 1294 to keep the 1269 operational 
in the future. 



Excursions · Events · Meetings 
SEPTEMBER 

20th Century Railroad Club. Four excursions 
behind ex·Nickel Plate 2·8·4 765. Chicago-Ster· 
ling, Ill. (Sept. 15), to Janesville, Wisc. (Sept. 16) 
and to St. Francis, Wisc. (near Milwaukee) (Sept. 
22 and 23). Includes three or four first·class, full· 
length domes, an open air car and up to 10 bilevel 
commuter coaches-plus two executive F7s to 
provide head·end power. Write 509 W. Roosevelt 
Rd., Chicago IL 60607. 

OCTOBER 

British Columbia Chapter, NRHS-Mission 
Hill Okanagan Wine Festival Express. Rail 
excursion "Roaring '20s" train trip featuring 
Wine Festival, vineyard tours, wine tasting, the 
mighty Fraser Canyon and unique branchline 
trackage. October 5, 6 and 7. Details from 
NRHS, Box 33763, Station D, Vancouver, BC 
V6J 4L6 or call (604) 687·2444. 

So. Calif. Chapter, R&LHS, Grand Canyon 
Limited. All·daylight run Los Angeles to Flag· 
staff via special train . Oct. 12-14. Plus choice of 
bus to Oak Creek or Grand Canyon. Information 
from Tour Director, 6006 Wooster Ave., Los 
Angeles CA 90056. (213) 670-4480. 

Friends of the Sierra Railroad, Inc.
Tuolumne Line III Steam excursion. Featur
ing both Baldwin No. 28 and Shay No.2, this 
excursion will cover more than 54 miles of track 
east of Sonora to west of Hetch Hetchy Junction 
in California's southern Mother Lode country. 
October 21 or 28. Details from Friends of the 
Sierra Railroad, Box 692, Jamestown CA 95372. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum-Annual 
Meeting, Members Day and Swap Meet. 
October 6. Swap meet 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. At the 
Museum, Perris, CA 92370-0548. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum-2nd 
Annual Trolley Meet. October 20. Modelers 
show, all scales. All subjects welcome. For entry 
details, write the Museum, Perris, CA 92370-
0548. 

Texas Rails '84-10-day excursion sponsored by 
Overland Chapter, NRHS, departing Chicago on 
October 19 for rail/bus tour of points of railway 
interest throughout Texas. Details from Overland 
Chapter, 1412 Twelfth St., Moline, IL 61265. 

NOVEMBER 

Pacific Railroad Society. " Third District 
Local" via ATSF Fullerton and Santa Ana Can
yon to Barstow. Sat., Nov. 3. Information from 
P.O. Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516. 

Sahuaro Central-Railroad Swap and Sell. 
Valley Bingo Hall, 2225 N. 16th St., Phoenix, 
AZ. November 4, 1984, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Information from Sahuaro Central, Box 31519, 
Phoenix AZ 85046. (602) 993-2886. 

Central. Oklahoma Railfan Club-OKC 
Train Show. Gala days are in store for all on 
November 10 and 11 as CORC "uncorks" its 
new museum with a grand opening which will 
feature steam-up of club's 0·6-0, tours of mu
seum, local railroad exhibits, live steam tractor 
operations, and more. Details from Ed Birch, Jr., 
1313 W. Britton Rd., Oklahoma City OK 73114. 

NOVEMBER 

West Coast Railway Association-nighttime 
steam train ride on Lake Whatcom Railway. 
November 24, 1984. Further information from 
WCRA, Box 2790, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
V6B 3X2. 

DECEMBER 

West Coast Railway Association-trip aboard 
Stanley Park Christmas Train, December 19, 
1984. WCRA, Box 2790, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada V6B 3X2. 

FEBRUARY 1985 

West Coast Railway Association-winter trip 
aboard BC Railway's Budd railcars to Lillooet. 
February 16, 17, 1985. WCRA, Box 2790, 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6B 3X2. 

CONTINUING 

California State R ailroad Museum-steam 
train service between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., from 
CPRR Depot, Old Sacramento to Miller Park, 
weekends from June 2 through September 3, 
1984 (except July 7 and 8). CSRM, Box 2390, 
Sacramento, CA 95811. 

Gulf Coast Transportation Museum-open 
Sundays from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p .m. Includ
ed in museum collection are KCS observation car 
"Good Cheer," ATSF Pullman "Verde Valley," 
SSW wood caboose 1422, and others. For infor
mation contact Box 457, Houston, TX 77001. 

San Antonio's "Old 300"-trolley operates 
between the Museum of Art and the Pearl Brew
ery, Tuesday through Friday at 11 a.m. and 2:30 
p.m., and five times daily on weekends (10:30, 
11 :30 a.m., 1,2,3 p.m.). Admission by donation 
or presentation of same day ticket from Witte 
Museum, Museum of Art, or Museum of Trans
portation. 

MEETINGS 

Colorado Midland Chapter, NRHS-3rd 
Wednesday (except june, july, Aug. and 
Dec.). Annual picnic July 25, 1984. Christmas 
Banquet Dec. 19, 1984. 7 p.m. First Federal 
Savings, 3485 N. Academy Blvd., Colorado 
Springs. Contact Box 824, Colorado Springs CO 
80901. 

Gulf Coast Chapter, NRHS-3rd Tuesday 
monthly except December. At the Gulf Coast 
Transportation Museum, 7390 Mesa Rd., Hous
ton, TX. Contact Tom Marsh, Box 457, Houston, 
TX 77001. (713) 840-1642. 

Northern California Railroad Club, 
Inc.-4th Tuesday monthly except January. 8 
p.m. Auditorium, San Francisco Community 
College District, 33 Gough St. (just off Market), 
San Francisco CA. Contact Ronald Vane, 
Secretary, Box 668, San Mateo, CA 94401. 

Orange County Railway Historical Society 
-1st Monday, 8 p.m. Newport-Balboa Savings & 
Loan, 3021 E. Coast Hwy., Corona Del Mar, CA. 
Contact Steve Donaldson, PO Box 51, Balboa 
Island CA 92662. (714) 642-1864. 

Southern California Chapter, R&LHS-lst 
Tuesday. 8 p.m. Basement, 401 N. Brand Blvd., 
Glendale CA. Contact W.B. Fletcher, Chmn., 
7515 Yankey St., Downey CA 90242. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Association-1st 
Friday. 8 p.m. Hospitality Room, San Francisco 
Federal Savings, Shattuck & University Ave., 
Berkeley CA. Contact John C. Plytnick, Pres., 
Box 3694, San Francisco CA 94119. 

Northwest Railfan Group-1st Friday, Sep
tember through May. 6:30 p.m. Room 1-1-32, 
North Seattle Community College. Contact Carl 
E. Weber, 1277 NE 69 St., Seattle WA 98115. 
(206) 523-1630. 

Rocky Mountain Railroad Club-2nd Tues
day (except October). Annual Banquet Oct . 13, 
1984. 7:45 p.m. Christ Episcopal Church Parish 
Hall, 2900 S. University at Bates, Denver, Con
tact Box 2391, Denver CO 80201. (303) 431-4354. 

Hawaiian Railway Society Chapter, NRHS 
-2nd Friday. 7:30 p.m. Aiea Library. Contact 
Derek Oshiro, Pres., Box 1208, Ewa Station, Ewa 
Beach HI 96706. (808) 595-7245. 

Pacific Railroad Society-2nd Friday. 8 p.m. 
Progressive Savings, 2121 W. Main St ., Alham
bra CA. Contact Marti Ann Draper, Pres., Box 
80726, San Marino CA 91108. (213) 283·0087. 

Puget Sound Railway Historical Association 
-2nd Friday. 7:30 p.m. North Seattle Commu· 
nity College, Room R C 1-1 -3 1 Lecture Hall 
"D". Contact Box 459, Snoqualmie WA 98065 . 

Pacific Coast Division, Canadian Railroad 
Historical Association-3rd Wednesday. 
7:30 p.m. Vet's Room, CN Terminal, Vancouver, 
BC. Contact Box 1006, Station A, Vancouver BC, 
Canada V6C 2P1. 

Carson City Railroad Association-3rd Fri
day (most months). 7:30 p.m., CCRA Mills 
Park Station, Carson City NV (enter off Saliman 
Rd., opposite high school). Contact Box 2245, 
Carson City NY 89702. 

Central Coast Railway Club, Inc.-3rd Fri
day. 8 p.m. Community meeting room,. Santa 
Clara Public Library, 2635 Homestead Rd., Santa 
Clara CA.' John Francis, Pres., Box 8407, San 
Jose CA. 

Electric Railway Historical Association of 
Southern California-3rd Friday. 7:30 p.m. 
Cafeteria, 2nd Level, DW&P Bldg., III N. Hope 
St., Los Angeles CA. Contact D.G. Cameron, 
Pres., Box 24315, Los Angeles CA 90024. 

Intermountain Chapter, NRHS-3rd Friday 
(except june, july, Aug., Dec.). 6:30 p.m. 
Rossi's, 4301 Brighton Blvd., Denver. Contact 
Box 5181, Terminal Annex, Denver CO. 80217. 
(303) 623-6474. 

Pacific Locomotive Association-3rd Fri
day. 8 p.m. Social Hall, St. Christopher's 
Church, Hacienda & Hathaway Sts., San Lorenzo 
CA. Phil Orth, Pres., Box 2465, San Leandro CA 
94577 . 

Tacoma Chapter, NRHS-3rd Friday. 7 p.m. 
South Park Community Center, 4851 S. Tacoma 
Way, Tacoma WA. Contact Dale Kraus, Pres. , 
Box 340, Tacoma WA 98401. 

Mile High Railway Club-Last Monday (ex
cept june, july, Aug., Dec.). 7 p.m. Rossi 's, 
4301 Brighton Blvd., Denver. Contact (303) 
420-4155,233-2650. 
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DAYLIGHT 
PHOTO GALLERY 

8 • OCTOBER 1984 

T HE FOLLOWING SELECTION of views of the unforget
table Louisiana World's Fair Daylight, during its round trip 

from Portland to New Orleans in May and June of this year, is 
only a small portion of the excellent material received from many 
rail photographers. 

If you add to the hundreds of rail aficionados the thousands of 
local residents who lined up along the tracks with 35mm 
cameras, videotapers and Polaroids, the thought of how many 
thousands of images made of SP 4449 and its train is mind
boggling. 



MAY 6-0n the first leg of its 
long trip, No . 4449 displays a 
delightful white plume at Miller 
Lake, Ore., near the California 
border town of Dorris, snapped by 
Vic F. Reyna. --- Later that 
day it departs Dunsmuir. The 
event, with the white mantle of 
snow on Mt. Shasta at right, was 
captured on Elm by Steve Sloan. 

MAY 6-Buckling down for the 
steep climb at Kegg, Calif., the 
Daylight consist is working 
upgrade to the summit at Grass 
Lake. Photographer Ken Meeker 
noted that this was "countryside 
that only magnifies the beauty of 
this very special train." --
After arrival at Sacramento, Calif., 
that evening, the large General 
Service 4-8-4 poses at the Cali
fornia State Railroad Museum near 
its tiny " brother," 0-6-0 switcher 
No. 1269. Donald R. Kaplan 
recorded this unique occasion. 

MAY 7-This day was set aside 
for display of the train to promote 
the World's Fair, and the Califor
nia State Railroad Museum pro
vided a delightful site. Facing No. 
4449 is one of the museum's dis
play pieces, Southern Pacific E9A 
No. 6051, Behind, on the track 
alongside the Sacramento River, is 
the balance of the Louisiana-bound 
train. Terry R. Parker took this 
color view. 
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MAY 6-Just as it is about to 
start its departure south, some 
of the locals who came to see 
the. train (including a handful of 
photographers getting in their 
last-minute snaps at Dunsmuir, 
Calif.) are photographed by 
Donald R. Kaplan on this 
beautiful Sunday. 

MAY ll-Southern Pacific 
Extra 4449 rolls past Niles 
Tower at crossing the Union 
Pacific (ex-Western Pacific) 
main, and over Alameda Creek 
bridge in Fremont, Calif. 
Donald R. Kaplan photoed the 
packed Daylight as it headed 
toward Fresno, Calif. 
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JUNE 19-The Portland-bound 
excursion leaves Los Angeles 
Union Passenger Terminal; George 
Thursby took this classic departure 
photo . The spare tender's modifi
cations to fit the style of the actual 
GS class tender were well done. 
Behind is the Terminal Annex Post 
Office building. --- Number 
4449 and train storm up the 1.0% 
grade between Tunnels 27 and 28 
in Santa Susana Pass, westbound at 
Milepost 442 on the Coast Line, 
where Bruce Kelly was waiting 
with camera in hand. 
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MAY 12-0n its daylong journey 
between Fresno and Los Angeles, Calif., 
the red and orange consist was photo
graphed by Bruce Kelly between Paris 
and Ravenna on the serpentine trackage 
through Soledad Canyon. 

MAY 15-The Daylight locomotive 
accelerates across the Los Angeles River 
after passing Mission Tower (1.) as it 
leaves the City of the Angels on the 
Sunset Route. This Kodachrome was by 
Bruce Kelly. 

MAY 15-A few well-wishers in the 
shade of a signal cabinet wave at the 
Louisiana World's Fair Daylight as it 
flashes by Clyde (Milepost 705.8) about 
27 miles west of Yuma, Ariz. --
Photographer William E. Lalonde turned 
to also capture the round-end tail car as 
the train sped across the desert floor. 

MAY 19-Bearing train No. 99, its 
former Coast Daylight assignment, No. 
4449 has just pulled across the Los 
Angeles River from LAUPT en route to 
its next overnight stop at San Luis 
Obispo. Jim Walker took this closeup, 
wide-angle shot. 
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JUNE 24-Nearly home, the already legendary 1984 
Daylight sprints along near Tangent, Ore. (so named 
because of the very long straight stretch of SP track 
between here and Eugene) as Kenneth G. Johnsen captures 
this near-broadside panorama. 

JUNE 17-Southern Pacific Olympic Diesel 7347 and 
Daylight liveried No. 7342 leads the 4449 and train down 
San Timoteo Canyon at Ordway, Calif. Bruce Kelly put 
the train and scenery on fum. 

In addition to the monumental task of maintaining 
GS-4 locomotive No. 4449 in good operating condition 
for the duration of the round trip to New Orleans, re
creating an authentic-looking Daylight train was indeed 
a formidable challenge. 

The sponsors came through with a nearly "all
alumni" (Southern Pacific) roster of rolling stock. 

The consist for the May-June 1984 trip was: 
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Present Owner Amtrak Original Owner 
Number/Name Type Number Number/Name 

PNWC 3300 Miln Baggage-
Gillespie Coach SP 3300 (2) 

PNWC 600 MI. Hood Sleeper- SP&S 600 MI. H ood 
Lounge 

SW 542 Sonoma Coach 4842 SP 2355 
SW 546 Mendocino Coach 4844 SP 2358 
SW 546 Humboldl Coach 4846 SP 2361 
SW 507 Shasla Lounge 7507 SP 2385 
SW 511 Slanislalls Coach 7511 SP 2395 
SW 500 San Joaquin Coach 7500 SP 2241 
SW 510 Tuolumne Coach 7510 SP 2392 
PAR 2397 Coach 7512 SP 2397 
GW 568 Red River Coach 6800 BN 6800, GN 1147 
SW 156 Lake Pepin Diner GN Lake Pepin 
GC 1290 Appekunny Observation- GN 1290 

Mounlain Lounge 

Owner Abbreviations: PNWC-Pacific Northwest Chapter, National 
Railway Historical Society; SW-Sierra Western; GC-Grant Corporation; 
GW-Great Western Tours; PAR-Pacific Railroad Society; SP-Southern 
Pacific; SP&S-Spokane, Portland & Seattle; BN-Burlington Northern; 
GN-Great Northern. 
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Part 3: San Diego Trolley 
by Mac Sebree 

The rebirth of light rail transit in Southern California was celebrated at the opening day festivities for the San Diego Trolley on CSt. 
on July 26, 1981. Although trains used both tracks on that occasion, the red cars are restricted to only the left track at the present 
because of opposition of merchants to closing the street to automobiles. -JIM WALKER 

T HE LIGHT RAIL FEVER which has gripped the 
West was very likely ignited by one of the most 

astonishing success stories in the modern annals of 
public transport-the San Diego Trolley. 

Well-known are the salient parts of that story: 
• A 16-mile light rail line built from downtown San 

Diego to the Mexican border at San Ysidro in record 
time, on budget, without federal help. 

• Rolling stock that was off-the-shelf, practical, attrac
tive and dependable. 

• A management that knew how to build, how to deal 

with the press, public and politicians, and how to 
operate. 

• And, to top it off, a service that actually comes tanta
lizingly close to making money! 

Now, in mid-1984, San Diego transit officials are gam
bling that they can repeat their coup with a second light 
rail line which is now under construction in the down
town-EI Cajon corridor. The first segment of the East 
Line runs from 13th and Commercial st"reets to Euclid 
Avenue, totals 4.5 new miles and is once again being 
built exclusively with local and state money. 
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The San Diego Trolley is operated by the San Diego 
Metropolitan Transit Development Board, an agency 
which oversees all transit in the county but actually 
operates the light rail line directly. The MTDB was 
created in 1975; studies in 1977 and 1978 led to a deci
sion to build the light rail line as the preferred alternative 
to increasing bus service along the busy San Diego
Border corridor. 

It was a severe 1976 tropical storm which made it all 
possible. Bad weather that year washed out part of the 
eastern part of the San Diego & Arizona Eastern Rail
road. This struggling Southern Pacific subsidiary ran 
from San Diego to El Centro via Tijuana and Mexico, 
and in recent years had fallen on hard times. 

The SP wanted to abandon, but a deal was made to sell 
the line west from Plaster City to the MTDB for a bar
gain $18.1 million-including putting the line back in 
shape for traffic. The board spent about $98 million to 
rehabilitate the 14 miles closest to San Diego, install 
electrification and purchase 24 light rail cars. A contrac
tor, Kyle Railways, was hired to operate the freight 
service over the SD&AE itself. 

Trolley service began on July 26, 1981, with 14 cars . 
Although 9,000 daily riders were expected, the figure 
soon grew to 11,500 and continued to climb to the point 

The center island platform station at San Ysidro is the busiest on 
the line. An international border marker has been moved a few 
hundred feet north as a decoration. - JIM WALKER 
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that 10 additional cars were needed. Today, ridership 
averages 15,300 daily. 

A ride on the trolley begins across the street from the 
restored Santa Fe (Amtrak) depot in downtown San 
Diego. Double tracks were laid on C and 12th streets to 
bring the trolley to the beginning of the SD&AE right
of-way south of Commercial Street. Here is located the 
MTDB's yard arid shop complex. 

Initially, operations from here to the border were con
ducted on single trackage with several long turnouts. But 
traffic built so fast that it was quickly decided to double
track the entire line, and this was completed in 1983. 

The 24 Siemens-DuWag U-2 cars are numbered 1001-
1024 and are three-truck articulated models identical to 
those found in Edmonton and Calgary. Delivery of the 
extra 10 cars in early 1983 permitted all schedules to be 
filled at times with three-car trains. Fifteen-minute head
ways are the rule during the day with 30-minute service 
after 7 p.m. Cars operate seven days a week and, unlike 
most transit lines, weekend riding is as heavy or heavier 
than on business days, thanks to tourists and sailors from 
the San Diego Naval Base. 

The San Diego Trolley must be one of the most effi
cient transit operations in the nation. By June 1984 aver
age daily ridership had risen to 15,760-up 18.1% on the 
previous year . Total system employees numbered only 
79, and with a three-car train one operator can easily 
handle nearly 800 passengers. The result: 186 daily aver
age revenue passengers per employee and a remarkable 
farebox recovery ratio of 78% in fiscal year 1984. 



Conventional street railways served San Diego until 1949, and 
Broadway was the main trolley artery. A 1920s lightweight car, 
No. 405 heads toward the Santa Fe depot on that thoroughfare in 
September 1948; pec No. 514 is at right. -BRIAN THOMPSON 

Officials confidently expect the trolley to break even or 
better in the next year or two-and this at a time when 
most major transit systems are struggling to reach a 500/0 
recovery ratio! 

The East line, now under construction, is scheduled to 
open in 1986 as far as Euclid Ave. This leg does not tap 
any major traffic centers and at a projected patronage of 
only 3,000 per day is apt to cut deeply into the MTDB's 
overall efficiency rate. But it is all San Diego can afford 
to build without massive federal help. 

So the MTDB for the first time is applying for UMTA 
grants to permit the construction of the rest of the East 
line all the way to EI Cajon, which would add a total of 
17 miles to the system and draw on a major commuter 
and shopping area. In fact, officials think the East line 
will eventually approach the South line in ridership. 

Six more Du Wag articulated cars have been ordered 
for initial service on the Euclid leg. Unlike the present 
vehicles, they will be air conditioned. The four stations 
on the leg (at 25th, 32nd, 47th and Euclid) will feature 
the same simple but attractive shelters that are found on 
the South line. 

If one person can be singled out for recognition in this 
traction success story, it is James S. Mills who, as a state 
senator in the 1970s, successfully pushed the scheme for
ward, helped obtain state financing and, now retired 
from the legislature, sits on the MTDB board. 

The bright red San Diego trolleys have written a new 
transit legend, and with plans for a metropolitan light 
rail network eventually to reach 100 miles, the story is 
just beginning to unfold. 

-JOHN SIGNOR 

c,.",SLAMP C.ITY COLLEGE. 
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Milwaukee 
Road's 
Snoqualmie Pass 
Snowplows 
Clearing the line by Steam, Diesel and Electric 

by Kenneth G. Johnsen 
All photos by author unless noted. 

T HINK WINTER RAILROADING IN THE 
Northwest and what comes to mind? Snowplow

equipped SP Diesels slugging it out at Wicopee high in 
the Oregon Cascades? Ice-encrusted Amtrak locomotives 
solemnly pressing on through the chill of a blizzard east 
of Pasco? A Rayonier log train clattering past Hump
tulips with a dusting of snow on each log? Icicles hang
ing from the West Portal of BN's Cascade Tunnel? 

For me in years past, the trek of Milwaukee's rotary 
snowplows through my town of Renton, Washington, 
signaled that winter was in full swing. I loved the rugged 
alpine beauty of Milwaukee Road's Snoqualmie Pass line 
(probably the most picturesque and breathtaking cross
ing of the Cascade Mountains by any railroad) and I 
longed to see it in winter when snow conditions became 
severe enough to warrant the use of the big rotary. 

Milwaukee had been battling snow on their Snoqual
mie Pass line with rotary plows since the line opened in 
the first decade of this century. The railroad's variety of 
plows made them all the more interesting. First plows, of 
course, were steam driven . They remained in use until 
the early 1950s. A novel later innovation (and as far as I 
can ascertain, unique to the Milwaukee) was the direct 
electric-powered rotary . These units sported panto
graphs atop their carbo dies and derived their power from 
the catenary overhead. They needed only a pusher- no 
tender and no power car. 

The Diesel-electric rotaries of recent years were like 
those of other railroads: the blades were powered by elec
tric motors which received their current via jumper 
cables from a Diesel unit coupled immediately behind. 

The steam, electric, and Diesel-electric plows were, in 
several cases, the same unit converted from one config
uration to the next. At the close of Milwaukee electrifica
tion in 1974 there was a steam plow and an electric plow 
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A Milwaukee Road steam rotary snowplow clears d rifts otT the 
line three miles east of Snoqualmie Pass in March 1909. Author's 
Collect ion 

on the property at Deer Lodge awaiting con version to 
Diesel-electric . 

The last conversion (and therefore most modern unit) 
was No. X900207. The 207 was rebuilt and slationed at 
Tacoma and was in charge of Snoqualmie Pass opera
tions during the final years . Traveling Engineer Bob 
Cochran had charge of this machine and used it to keep 
the line over the Cascades open. 

When Milwaukee Road's bankruptcy and abandon
ment handwriting was on the wall during the winter of 
1979-80, I persuaded Bob to take me along on one of the 
rotary's last battles in Snoqualmie Pass . He met me at 
North Bend on January 16 and we drove up to the old 
wooden depot at Cedar Falls to catch the plow. 

I was ready for a grueling battle with the elements, but 
did not foresee the struggles we would encounter with 
problems brought on by the deteriorated condition of the 
railroad. At times it became ludicrous . The rotary was 
long overdue at Cedar Falls and when it finally arrived, 
we learned it had been sitting on the main line around 



the corner just out of sight for several hours with a 
broken-down pusher unit. It had taken six hours to get 
from Tacoma to Cedar Falls. That left just six hours (by 
train crew laws) to get the line open again. With track 
speed restrictions at 10 miles per hour, we inched our 
way toward the pass. 

As we jounced and jogged along the decrepit line, we 
passed work crews futilely toiling on the track. Their 
countenances reminded me of pictures I had seen of 
German soldiers at the end of World War II, beaten and 
bedraggled, knowing the end was in sight. Although 
there was a plan afoot for the employees to take over the 
bankrupt railroad, hope was dim, and the mood was one 
of "It'll all soon be over." 

When we encountered snow over the track near 
Humpback Creek (at a site made famous in Asahel 
Curtis' famous publicity photo of a Bi-Polar-powered 
Olympian) it was rather wet. The easiest type of snow to 
break up was the powder type favored by skiers. Even 
very wet snow was relatively simple for the rotary's 
l6-foot blade to slog through. The difficulties came 
when the snow was slightly wet and the temperature was 

Top left: A pantograph to pick up power directly from the road's 
3,000-volt DC overhead eliminated the need for a power unit on 
electric rotary X900212 . It was still stored at Avery, Idaho, on May 
10, 1973. 

Top right: Arriving in Cedar Falls, Wash., on a damp day in January 
1980, X900207 and entourage are ready to do battle with the snow
choked Cascade line. The train runs as "Extra 285" while GP-9 285 
(behind the snowplow) supplies the electrical energy (see above photo 

well below freezing . This made for "packing" snow of 
the type kids like to use for snowballs and sno.wmen. 

As the rotary pushed into packing snow a mound built 
up in front of the plow, growing as the plow moved 
forward. It eventually stacked higher than the rotary 
blade and was very thick at the base. Though visibility 
from the cab is limited, the rotary's engineer could sense 
when one of these mounds was accumulating because the 
snow flying out of the chute against the deflector 
diminished. 

Operating the rotary was very physical work. One's 
senses had to be constantly tuned to the sight, sound and 
vibrations of the snow as the huge blades churned into it. 
The engineer on the right side of the cab throttled the 
pusher locomotive via connecting cables. He also 
controlled the forward, reverse and braking functions of 
the rotary. 

The operator on the left side of the cab controlled the 
speed of the swirling rotary blades, the direction of the 
snow deflector, and the degree of outward spread of the 
upper and lower wings along each side of the rotary 
blade. 

showing power cables) for the rotary. At this location Extra 285 will 
pick up a couple more crew members (including the author) as well 
as the "cut widener car." 

Above right: Clearing snow from the fill over Humpback Creek in 
January 1980. This site was one made famous in a publicity photo by 
Asanel Curtis showing the Olympian rounding the curve behind a 
Bi-Polar electric. Humpback Creek was originally spanned by a 
wooden trestle; later filled in with dirt. 
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Other observers in the cab watched for switch stands, 
signals, bridge girders, or other obstacles that might lie 
in the way of the rotary's widespread wings. The view 
was restricted but adequate on the side away from the 
deflected snow. On the side of the cab where the snow 
was deflected ... well, imagine the snowiest, windiest 
midwest blizzard there ever was, and you have an idea of 
what the view looked like. 

To break up a mound of packing snow, the rotary had 
to stop, pull its wings in, back up, and hit the mound 
half a dozen times with blade flying. The rotary moved 
forward at 5 to 10 miles per hour and the huge revolving 
blade turned at 90 to 100 rpms. The blade hit an occa
sional rock and sent it flying with a shuddering noise 
through the chute and against the deflector. The rotary 
was heavy and rugged, though, and could withstand a lot 
of punishment. 

The rotary's train consisted of the snowplow, its GP-9 

20 • OCTOBER 1984 

Bob Cochran and his machine. 
The wings open wide to gather 
snow into the rotary's spinning 
blades. About two months after 
this January 1980 photo, the last 
cleanup train left Tacoma. 

power unit, a GP-35 pusher, a "cut widener" car with 
wings "to enlarge the swath already made by the rotary, a 
caboose, and a wedge plow or spreader on the rear in 
case the snow should close in behind the rotary and 
dictate a hasty retreat. 

Clearing the line from Bandera to Snoqualmie Tunnel 
was relatively simple. Upon emerging from the tunnel at 
Hyak on the east side of the pass we encountered deeper, 
wetter, colder snow and our work was cut out for us. 
Time and again we slammed into mounds of snow mak
ing painfully slow progress. It was dark now, but the 
207's powerful headlight, reflecting off the white snow, 
illuminated our battleground. 

The snow eventually began to thin out and as we 
approached Easton no more mounds accumulated. 
Lucky, too, because our crew was about 30 minutes from 
becoming illegal. We hurried ahead to Cle Elum (for the 
rotary, hurrying is galloping along at a breakneck 28 

During the author's January 1980 
trip, rotary X900207 worked late 
into the night clearing the track. 
Here it is blowing a blizzard of 
snow across the tracks near the 
Road's still-standing substation 
at Hyak, a vestige of electrifica
tion days. 



miles per hour) and arrived at the welcome light of the 
Cle Elum depot just as our time ran out. 

Standard practice in this situation was for the railroad 
to hire a taxi in Tacoma, 100 miles away, and send a 
relief crew up to Cle Elum. The same taxi then hauled 
the earlier crew back to Tacoma. I think certain Tacoma 
taxi companies became wealthy because of this wasteful 
practice of the bankrupt railroad. Wonder what they're 
doing now? 

Bob Cochran stayed on to work with the relief crew, 
putting in approximately 27 hours all told. The 207 
made a couple more runs that January and then retired to 
the enginehouse in Tacoma to face a very uncertain 
future. 

Above: It is March 1980. The winter is past and very soon X900207, 
stored at Tacoma, Wash., will find itself an orphan. 

Above left: Rotary Details: X900207's deflector and chute could 
produce a formidable "blizzard" when the rotary was in full opera
tion. Left: The ancient trucks on X900207 belie its steam-era origins. 

When the last cleanup funeral train of equipment left 
Tacoma for the east in mid-March, the 207 and a Diesel 
crane were not among the rolling stock taken home with 
the retreating railroad. Instead they were entombed in 
the boarded-up abandoned enginehouse and left to their 
own devices, unwanted and unloved. 

Through historic agreements between Union Pacific 
and Milwaukee Road the UP fell heir to Milwaukee's 
track and equipment from Seattle to Tacoma. The rotary 
X900207 eventually found its way to Omaha where the 
Union Pacific rebuilt and refurbished it for continued 
service. Bob Cochran found a job with the Burlington 
Northern and now operates a switch engine in Seattle. 

The Milwaukee track over Snoqualmie Pass has lain 
dormant since abandonment with no need to have its 
winter snows cleared. BN has purchased the line, how
ever, with plans to restore it to operation. Perhaps 
someday winter railroading will again mean clearing the 
line over Snoqualmie Pass. It might be BN green 
equipment rather than Milwaukee yellow, but the thrill 
will be the same. 

A borrowed Hiawatha tender fed 
the fires for X900211, one of 
Milwaukee's steam rotaries, 
seen at Tacoma, Wash., June 20, 
1970. 
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VIA Rail 
Canada 

By John A . Rushton 

In the FP9A rebuild program, No . 6303 
(ex-6539) was released from CN's Point St. 
Charles Shops in Montreal on February 28, 
followed by No. 6304 (ex-6509) on March 2. 
Next in line should be, from the same shop, 
Nos . 6305 (ex-6508), 6306 (ex-6520) and 
6307 (ex-6515). Meanwhile, Moncton Shop 
in New Brunswick has also started rebuild
ing FP9As for Via with three units slated to 
emerge from that facility this year; Nos. 
6312 to 6314, the final three of the 10 (Nos. 
6305 to 6314) scheduled for 1984 (Nos. 
6308-6311 will be done at Point St. Charles 
as well as Nos. 6305-6307). The first 
Moncton unit, No. 6312, will be ex-6523, 
which commenced rebuilding March 8. 

Series 6300 to 6304, rebuilt without steam 
generators, are all on the Winnipeg-Church
ill run; this year's rebuilds, Nos. 6305 to 
6314 as noted above, will retain steam boilers 
and will also be assigned to Winnipeg 
(Symington) as their 26L brake systems 
make them desirable for service on the 
"Canadian," trains I and 2 between Winni
peg and Vancouver. The rebuild program is 
resulting in some unit assignments being 
changed; for example, No. 6520 (now being 
rebuilt to No . 6306) and No . 6515 (similarly 
to become No. 6307) were both Edmonton 
(Calder) units, so FP9A 6512 was transferred 
from Symington to Calder to fill the vacancy. 

Thursday evening, April 12, saw yet 
another grade crossing collision involving 
Edmonton-Calgary RDCs, and again at a 
crossing where previous similar accidents 
have occurred, Ellerslie Road (mileage 90.57 
on CP's Leduc Subdivision). This time, a 
tractor-trailer took on RDC 1 6104 on south
ward train 196, inflicting about $35,000 
damage to the 6104; no fatalities resulted, 
but the truck driver, engineman, and six 
passengers were injured. The impact opened 
up a hole on the right-hand front corner of 
No . 6104 and the engineman, who had 
understandably retreated into the coach 
when he saw that the inevitable was about to 
occur, ended up being catapulted through 
said hole onto the roadbed; he ended up with 
a broken leg. 6104's withdrawal left just 
sister RDCls 6124 and 6144 available to 
cover the service, which forced the use of a 
bus for a couple of days as the 6144 was 
undergoing routine maintenance in CP's 
Alyth Shop in Calgary at the time of the 
accident. The 6147 was recalled from eastern 
Canada to join the surviving pair, thus 
allowing a spare car to protect the route and 
provide for heavier than normal loadings . 

RDCl 6125 left Vancouver Island March 
30 en route to CN's Transcona Shops, near 
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Winnipeg, for a truck change. This left only 
one car, No. 6134, on the island to handle 
Easter traffic, excursions, and the normal 
traffic; the result was a nightmare both for 
Via and many passengers. For example, 
April 20, 109 revenue passengers were on 
the northward train ex-Victoria, all trying to 
fit into an 88-seat coach. April 21, the south
ward train from Coutenay had a mechanical 
failure and was towed into Victoria some 
four hours late by GP9 8661 off a work 
extra; and finally, on April 23, 103 passen
gers were on the 6134 plus overloads having 
to ride a bus provided by Via on the parallel 
highway, the folks being unhappy paying a 
rail fare but having to take a bus when they 
really wanted to go by rail. 

The Winnipeg-M elville-Saskatoon
Edmonton service, to be resumed daily on 
June 3, will revive an old CN passenger train 
name, the Pano rama. The Winnipeg
Regina-Saskatoon trains, Nos. 109-110, 
reviewed in this column last issue, will last 
run on June 2. The " new" Panorama will 
connect at Winnipeg with the Canadian, and 
will run on approximately the same schedule 
as the Super COl1linel1la/ was on prior to its 
discontinuation November 14, 1981; this 
arrives Edmonton from Winnipeg in the 
early morning, and leaves Edmonton for 
Winnipeg late at night. The Edmonton
Prince Rupert service, at present triweekly, 
will remain on that basis, but will be re
scheduled to connect at Edmonton with the 
Panorama, so, essentially, Via will be run
ning a through Winnipeg-Prince Rupert 
train three days per week, and a Winnipeg
Edmonton (only) service on the other four 
days each week. 

The service to Prince Rupert has always 
been a rather unique-and somewhat ironic 
-part of Via's offering . Traditionally, both 
with CN and Via, the BC North line service 
had always been basically a connection from 
Jasper to Prince Rupert; and while operating 
daily for brief periods, it was usually offered 
three times weekly . When Via made the 
major cuts on November 15, 1981, which 
included removing the through Super COllli
nema/ from Edmonton to Vancouver, the 
otherwise isolated Jasper-Prince Rupert run 
was extended east to Edmonton. In the sum
mer and holiday seasons, the consist for 
these trains, Nos. 9 and 10, is usually an 
FP9A, steam generator car, baggage-dormi
tory car (Nos. 9482 or 9487 are common), 
full coach, dinette-lounge car (Nos. 758 or 
761 are the usual cars), and an " E" class 
sleeper (ex-CN, four sections, four bed
rooms, eight roomettes). In the off season, 
the sleeper has been dropped, and sleeping 
car passengers accommodated in roomettes 
in the baggage-dormitory car, leaving just a 
three-car train behind the engine and steam 
generator car. In 1983, the British Columbia 
Railway rescheduled its triweekly Prince 
George-North Vancouver RDC train to con
nect with Via trains 9 and 10 at the former 

Railroads 
city, and this connection will be lost once Via 
makes the change June 3 to allow the Prince 
Rupert service to connect at Edmonton with 
the Panorama to and from Winnipeg. 

Future service to Prince Rupert will not be 
very much different, apart from a change of 
schedule. Still triweekly, the consist will 
likely remain the same, although Via has 
been hinting that an ex-CP "Skyline" dome
coach may replace the ex-CN dinette-lounge 
(no dome) to allow passengers a nicer view of 
the scenery on the portion between Edmon
ton and Prince George, which wi ll be basi
cally in the daylight hours. The power wi ll 
almost certainly remain as a single FP9A, so 
this is one service invi ting to rail buffs who 
enjoy seeing veteran " A" units piloting short 
passenger trains through some very respect
able scenery. 

Amtrak 

B y Neil Lang 

This summer finds Amtrak operating rather 
smoothly and uneventfully throughout the 
western half of the United States. The Union 
Pacific appears to have defeated the rising 
waters of the Great Salt Lake, and there has 
been little interference with the operation of 
the CalzJornia Zephyr west of Salt Lake. 
However, flooding on the D&RGW segment 
of the route near Soldier Summit and in 
Glenwood Canyon caused the rerouting of 
the Zephyr over its old route through Wyo
ming from May 17 to early June. Patronage 
is up considerably on the Zephyr this year 
(due essentially to the new route through the 
Rockies), and to better handle the increased 
ridership west of Denver, a second diner (in 
lounge car service) and extra coach operate 
between Denver and Salt Lake. These two 
cars are actually part of the Desert Wind 
consist and in reality operate Los Angeles 
through to Denver. 

Ridership is up significantly on the San 
Joaquin trains between Oakland and Bakers
field; an increase of 37% was recorded for 
the six-month period between October and 
March, and it was followed by a Whopping 
60% increase for April. All figures represent 
changes from corresponding periods the 
prior year. Ridership is now exceeding 
25,000 per month, and the state of California 
is now seriously considering the addition ofa 
third round trip sometime next year. In other 
San J oaquin route news, Amtrak and Santa 
Fe are discussing the establishment of a new 
stop in western Contra Costa County at 
either Antioch or Pittsburg . Effective August 
1, a second dedicated bus will connect with 
trains in Bakersfield to serve Saugus, Van 
Nuys, Los Angeles International Airport, 



and Long Beach. During the week of April 
9· 15 over 24,000 valley residents toured a 
variety of Amtrak equipment displayed in six 
valley cities. 

T he Gulf Coast Limired between New 
Orleans and Mobile, inaugurated only this 
May, is proving to be very popular with 
ridership about twice Amtrak's original pro· 
jections. H owever, the future of this train is 
uncertain since it depends upon state fund· 
ing fro m Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisi· 
ana . On the other hand, riders hip on 
Amtrak's new Melroliner service between 
San Diego and Los Angeles has been very 
weak averaging less than 50 passengers per 
train in May. 

A new passenger station was dedicated in 
Tacoma, Wash ., on June 15; the new struc· 
tu re, located about four blocks from the large 
ornate edifice that had served as the Amtrak 
stat ion, was required because of highway 
cons truction in the area of the old station. In 
other station·related news, Amtrak purchased 
the remaining 50% of Chicago U nion Sta· 
tion in early May from fo rmer co·owners 
Burlington Northern and Milwaukee Road. 
Amtrak expects that it will now be in a better 
position to solve some of the serious conges· 
tion problems in the passenger concourse 
area arising from the large number of re· 
gional commute trains that also use Union 
Station . 

Rerout ing of the New O r leans-L os 
Angeles Sunset Limited through Dallas- Fort 
Worth instead of southwest Texas remains 

under considerat ion . An inspection trip 
earlier this year over the Southern Pacific 
between Houston and Dallas revealed prob· 
lems with that route, and on July 5, another 
special Amtrak train (consisting of a high· 
level transition car and Amtrak's own busi· 
ness car 10000) inspected the rails of the 
Burlington Northern between Houston and 
Fort Worth . Incidentally, riders on the west· 
bound S unset of] une 27 experienced a rather 
unusual detour through west Texas. Because 
of a freight derailment between San Antonio 
and El Paso, the S unset detoured over the 
M P/M KT to Temple (this is the route of the 
E agle) and then on the Santa Fe to Sweet· 
water, and finally on the M P to El Paso . 

Amtrak will rebuild the six former Santa 
Fe high level diners as well as six ex·Southern 
coach lounges into combination diner lounge 
cars. T hese cars will be added to almost 600 
cars in the Heritage fleet that have been con· 
verted to head·end electric power operation . 
The high· level diners should be ready by 
next spring in time fo r the peak summer 
travel season. Look for them to be assigned 
to the Pioneer and Desert Wind. In other 
equipment news, a number of Superliner 
coaches that had "temporary" snack bars 
installed on the lower level have been offi · 
cially designated snack·bar coaches, and have 
been renumbered into the 3500 series . In 
early July, 10 such cars were listed on the 
roster, and they are assigned primarily to the 
Coas{ Starlight and the local Seattle-Portland 
trains . 

Santa Fe 

By Joe McMillan 

In late June the Santa Fe sold 10 CF7s to the 
Blue Mountain Railway at H amburg, Pa . 
The units are: 2419,2421 , 2424,2427, 2429, 
2432, 2443·2444 and 2470·2471. The Blue 
Mountain is a 12. 5·mile carrier running 
between Temple and Hamburg, a former 
Conrail line sold to the state and operated 
under contract. The railway, located just 
northwest of Reading, began operations in 
the fa ll of 1983. No word as to what the tiny 
road plans to do with all those units. 

As of July 2, 42 GP30s and GP35s remain 
to go through the remanufacturing program 
at San Bernardino and Cleburne Shops. San 
Bernardino will rebuild 15 more SD45s and, 
beginning in September, Cleburne is sched· 
uled to begin overhauling GP38s of the 3500 
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THE DAYLIGHT LOCOMOTIVE· AS IT IS: 1984, AS IT WAS: 1975, AS IT USED TO BE: 1950'S 
Down The Valley 
Up The Coast 
Across Mt. Shasta 

The Three Original 
Daylight Routes PLUS 
Another Freebee" 

DAYLIGHT ON TEHACHAPI 
1984 EN ROUTE NEW ORLEANS WITH COMPLETE 
DAYLIGHT TRAIN 
4449SF Daylight On Tehachapi· Part I Portland to 
San Francisco thru a snow storm on Cascade Sum· 
mit, At dawn by Klamath Lake, In summer sunshine 
along S.F. Bay. Pacing from the ground and air 34 
sparkling run pasts 293 ' S/ 8 $52.75 video $19.95 
4449LA Daylight On Tehachapi· Part II San Fran· 
cisco to Los Angeles. It's all here: the Bay, the valley 
at sunset, Caliente Horseshoe, the complete loop, 
Soledad summit, Mint Canyon 64 run pasts 368 ' S/ 8 
$66.25 video $19.95 

. AS IT USED TO BE • 1950·60 jollj i: 13;1:1 2X31 i[i{i i 11:, 
GS·6 Daylight Across The Sierra Mac Owen's cele· Every wheel arrangement used by the S.P. since the 
bration of what was to be the last steam run ever on 1890's· John Kirkland 's Documentary. 
the S.P. Before the boiler was cold they took the SP·I Bay Area Commuters Both sides of the Bay. 
torch to 4460's rods and cut them. Starts with the Most of the film devoted to 4·8·4s and 4·8·2s blasting 
S.P. Centennial Locomotive, a 4·6-0, on a run at Alta· south from San Francisco. 177' S/ 8 $31 .85 video 
mont. 196' S/ 8 $35.25 video $19.95 $19.95 
GS·4 The Daylight Locomotive Will Whittakers col· SP·II Small Engines Switchers, 2·6·0s and 4-6·0s 
lection of not just the Coast and Valley Daylights, but covered system wide plus the S.P. Centennial 
all aspects: all black, all color, on freight , commuter, Locomotive with balloon stack galloping along the 
fan trips, football specials, doubleheading with F· 7s, Bayshore. 175' S/ 8 $31 .50 video $19.95 
mountains, pacifies, cab·forwards 203 ' S/8 $36.50 SP·III Pacifies To Mountains Handsome 4·6·2s with 
video $19.95 Vanderbilt tenders. Then 2·8·0s, 2·8·2s, 4·8·2s and 
"4449DC Daylight Colors Portland to Sacramento 2·10--2s from San Jose to Soledad 167 S/ 8 $29.95 
for Railfair in 1981 . The first cars in brilliant orange video $19.95 
and red. Storming the Cascades, snaking down to SP·IV The Big Ones Big steam at it's best: 4·1 ()'2s. 
Dunsmuir, wide open in the flat 207' S/ 8 $37.25 4·8·4s and the famed articulateds. Across the far 
video $19.95 FREE COpy WHEN ORDERED WITH flung SP empire: Almagordo to Niles Canyon, Beau· 

COMBINE PARTS I AND II In one tape: GS-4 and GS·6 mont Hill to Dunsmuir 203 S/ 8 $36.50 video $19.95 
~ ___ 32_m_i_ns_9_8_ru_n_p_a_sts_ JU_S_T_5_29_,9_5 _ _ ---l lCOMBINE ALL THREE IN ONE TAPE: 29 mins $29,951 .\COMBiNE ALL FOUR IN ONE TAPE: 34 mlns, 539,95/ 

EXTRA 4449 WEST - The Epic Trip - ON THE FREEDOM TRAIL -1975 .. ::E Any 3-10% Off 
Miami to Portland - 1976 4449A Freedom and Freight The first move in 17 
X4 A W ' years along the gorge of the Columbia, then racing CALL NOW·TOLL FREE Five-15% Off 9 hlstling Through Dixie Miami to Birming· h b 24 HOURS A DAY 
ham, the Gold Coast, the Everglades, the Citrus Belt, t ru We er Canyon on the U.P. against a snow Credil Card & C.O.D. Orders All sound & color 
the deep South 149 S/ 8 $26.80 video $19.95 crowned Wasatch. Our best shots in Freedom Train 

- colors 190' S/ 8 $34.20 video $19.95 800-824-7888 Ask lor oper.;or 945 X49B The Sunset Route Watch Doyle McCormack 
get a roll on some 20 cars. Pecos Canyon, Paisano 4449B Freedom On Mt. Shasta Mounting the All items postpaid in U.S. Canadian surface add $1 .95 
Pass 159' S/ 8 $28.60 video $19.95 slopes of the Cascades with a special consist of SP per item. Insured overseas air $5.50 per ilem. France, 

passenger cars. Majestic Mt. Shasta as a backdrop Australia, Japan, and So. Am. $6.50. Uninsured air and 
X49C The Golden State Route Roaring through the 178 ' S/ 8 $31.95 video $19.95 insured surface $3.25 per item. Uninsured surface 92¢ 
desert coal and water towns of a byegone era, the everywhere at your risk. UPS $4.00 extra. 3 or more 
sun belt meccas of today and over Beaumont Hill to 4449C Freedom In The Sierra High on the trestles, overseas half these rales. Mass. Res. add 5% sales tax. 
LA 143 S/ 8 $25.75 video $19.95 deep In the canyons as the engine snakes her way I!lus trated Catalogue $ 1. 00. Free copy each new order. 

X49D The Coast Daylight The world 's most famous over Donner summit, 133' S/ 8 $23.95 video $19.95 M ass. Res. add 5% sales tax . 
4449D Freedom On Parade With the Freedom train 

train ride! The entire length of Californ ia 's forbidden consist along the Snake R. in Idaho, the Bay area, 
coast by helicopter, the staggering Cuesta grade. Tehachapi Loop, Soledad Canyon & L.A. 179' S/ 8 
179' S/ 8 $32.20 video $19.95 $32.25 video $19.95 
X49E The Shasta Route Along the Bay, up the Sac· 4449E Freedom In The Desert Across the vast 
ramento Canyon, over the top of Oregon to the deserts of the West from Colton yard in Winter. 151 ' 

finale at Portland 175' S/ 8 $31 .50 video 19.95 25 video 
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Be the TRAIN 

o In 

Pl ay this fast -paced computer video ga me 
that's so true-to-life that a major railroad indi
ca ted th ey use it in dispatcher tra ining . 

TRAIN DISPATCHER's 24 displays help you 
make crucial decisions, RAPIDLY. You 're under 
pressure, but in control -- throwing switches . 
c lea rin g and ca ncel ling signa ls, constant ly ma 
neuve ri ng both east and westbou nd trains . 
Kee p the tracks clea r ahead of a ll yo ur trains 
and watch your sco re go up! 

Action packed, yet non-violent , TRAIN DIS 
PATCHER 's 5 levels of p lay cha ll e nge players 
from age 8 to 80 . Work your way up from "Cub 
Dispatcher" to Chief Dispatcher ' o r even "Train
master. " 

Created by designe rs of comp ut erized traffic 
con trol sys tems for ope rating ra ilroa'ds, TRAIN 
DISPATCHER will increase you r appreciation 
for actual railroad ope rations. 

TRAIN DIS PATCH ER comes comple te w ith 
In s tru c ti on Manual and keyboard te mp la te. 

r - Color TV Recommended -':\ 
CHECK ONE: 

I Vic 20 " Ta pe 0 or Oisk 0 
(Requires 16 K Memory Expander) .. ($24 .95) 

Atari 800 Tape 0 or Disk 0 I 
(Requires 8a sic) 

Atari 400 Tape 0 
($24 .95) 1 

(ReqUires 8aslcl ($24 .95) 1 
I 
I 

Commodore' 64 Tape 0 o r Disk 0 . .. ($24 .95 ) I 
Apple I I" . 11+ and lie Disk 0 ... ... ($29 .95) 

Manual Only 0 ($4 .00 if purc hased separa te ly) I 
Name ____________________________ ___ 

I ~:::e_t _ ____ _ State __ Zi p ___ I 
I 

USA & CANADA add $ 2 .50 pos tage & handl Ing I 
1$4 .00 foreign) fo r each game o rdered. A ll p ayments 
must be In USA funds, all foreign paym ents must be 
against USA banks. PA residents add 6% state sales I 

I tax. Or cha rge to: 

o Master Card 0 VI SA Exp. Date ____ __ I Card No · _____ 1 
.. Signature 

~-------,., 
,----SE N 0 TO: -------------..... 

SIGNAL COMPUTER CONSULTANTS, LTD . 
P.O. Box 1 B222 • Pittsbu rg h. PA 15236 

(412) 655 -7727 
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class . It is interesting to note that the 3252 is 
the only unrebuilt GP30 still on the roster. 
The unit was damaged severely in an acci
dent sometime ago and was repaired and 
returned to service. When it becomes due for 
heavy maintenance, it will be rebuilt. 

Caboose 999398 was damaged in a derail
ment near Tipton, Kan., on June 8, 1984. 
The car was the last of five to derail, but 
unfortunately it was on a bridge at the time, 
falling off and landing on its top. Two em
ployees received minor injuries in the mis-

hap. In other caboose news, the first CE-3, 
car 999600, was retired and sold in July. The 
CE-3s (999600-999636) were an interesting 
lot. They were modified in 1969 from older 
cars and sported yellow cupolas which indi
cated that they were assigned to local service. 
Only about four CE-3s remain on the roster. 

As mentioned briefly in issue No. 25 1, the 
Santa Fe changed many of its freight train 
symbols and designations effective May 1, 
1984. The following is a brief explanation of 
the new numbering system: 

SCHEDULED FREIGHT TRAINS 

A Scheduled Freight Train is authorized by System Circular 23 1. It is generally considered to 
be a through train. 

1 st Character 
2nd Character 
3rd Character 
4th Character 

- Section number of train. 
- System zone in which train originates. 
- Train ident ification number. 
- System zone in which train terrhinates. 

5th and 6th Characters - Scheduled departure date at origin. 

EXAMPLE 

8 8 26 

I .11 L SCHEDULED DEPARTURE DATE AT ORIGIN (01-31) 

DESTINATION ZONE (See zone map) 

TRAIN IDENTIFICATION (1-9) 

ORIGIN ZONE (See zone map) 

'-------- TYPE OF TRAIN 
(1 -9 = Section number of regular scheduled through freight trains) 

UNIT AND NON-SCHEDULED TRAINS 

A Unit Train is a freight train moving from a single origin to a single destination with a bulk 
commodity. The return movement of the empty cars may be considered to be a unit train . 

I st Character - Commodityltrain type (See table below). 
2nd and 3rd Characters 
4th and 5th Characters 
6th Character 

- Origin location code (See table). 
- Destination locat ion code (See table). 
- Sequence number assignment. 

7th and 8th Characters - Date on duty at origin. 

Code 

C 
E 
G 
H 
M 
o 
P 
S 
T 
U 
W 
X 

EXAMPLE 

G EN GV I 23 

Coal 
Hel per Service 
Grain 
Special Revenue 
Military 
Officer/Director 
Potash 
Sulphur 

TABLE 

Train Type 

Track Inspection/Geometry Car 
Company Material and All Other Unit Trains Not Listed 
Work Train 
Extra Train 

IIII DATE ON DUTY AT ORIGIN (0 1-31). 
SEQUENCE NUMBER (1 -9). 

DESTINATION LOCATION CODE (GV = Galveston, see table). 

ORIGIN LOCATION CODE (EN = Enid, see table). 

'------- TYPE· OF TRAIN (G = unit grain train, see table) . 



LOCAL TRAINS 

A local train is bulletined to work between designated points on a scheduled basis. 

1st Character 
2nd and 3rd Characters 
4th and 5th Characters 
6th Character 
7th and 8th Characters 

EXAMPLE 

L VA 25 I 3D 

- Letter "L" for local. 
- Territory code (See table below). 
- Train identification assigned by the Division Superintendent . 
- Sequence number assignment. 
- Date on duty at origin. 

AQ 
CO 
EA 
IL 
LA 
MI 
NO 
NM 
PL 
SO 
VA 

TABLE 

Territory Codes: 

Albuquerque Division 
Colorado Division 
Eastern Division 
Illinois Division 
Los Angeles Division 
Middle Division 
Northern Division 
New Mexico Division 
Plains Division 
Southern Division 
Valley Division 

\11 LDATE ON DUTY AT ORIGrN (01-31) 
SEQUENCE NUMBER (1 -9). 

TRAIN IDENTIFICATION (11-99). 

TERRITORY CODE. 

L.... ____ TRAIN T YPE (L = Local) . 

ROAD SWITCHERS 

A Road Switcher is bulletined as such, working between designated points as needed by traffic 
demands. 

1st Character 
2nd and 3rd Characters 
4th and 5th Characters 
6th Character 
7th and 8th Characters 

EXAMPLE 

R NO IS I 21 

- Letter "R" for Road Switcher. 
- Territory code (See table below). 
- Train identificat ion assigned by the Division Superintendent . 
- Sequence number assignment. 
- Date on duty at origin. 

AQ 
CO 
CW 
EA 
IL 
KC 
LA 
LT 
MI 
NO 
NM 
PL 
SO 
VA 

TABLE 

Territory Codes: 

Albuquerque Divis ion 
Colorado Division 
Chicago Terminal Division 
Eastern Division 
Illinois Division 
Kansas City Terminal Division 
Los Angeles Division 
Los Angeles Terminal Division 
Middle Division 
Northern Division 
New Mexico Division 
Plains Division 
Southern Division 
Valley Division 

III LDATE ON DUTY AT ORiGiN (01-31). 
SEQUENCE NUMBER (1-9). 

TRAIN IDENTIFICATION (11-99). 

TERRITORY CODE. 

'------ TRAIN TYPE (R = Road Switcher). 

NOW AVAILABLE 

RAILS IN THE SHADOW OF 
MT.SHASTA 

by John Signor. Sheer delight for railroad 
buff~ this operating history of the Southern 
Pacific's famed Shasta Division, the very es
sence of that road's Shasta Route, is vividly 
illustrated with extremely rare photos and 
maps, most never before published. A century 
of mountain railroading across the rugged Cas
cade and Siskiyou ranges is covered in what is 
virtually a siding-by-siding description of this 
colorfu l line. Hardcover, 176 pages, 300 
photos, 32 maps, 8V, x 11 trim size. 
0-8310-7141-9 $27. 50 

COMING SOON 

RAILS 'NEATH THE PALMS 

by Robert Mann. The untold legend of Florida's 
myriad short lines. In a state built largely by the 
passenger train the real story wells up, piece
meal, from dozens of small operations-some 
dating back to the Civil War. Follows their evo
lution from the Civil War to the mid-twentieth 
century when they eventually melded into a few 
major rail systems. Packed with maps, illustra
tions, and rare photos. Hardcover, 817 x 11 
trim size. 
0-933506-08-2 Price to be Announced 

Write for Free 
Twenty-four Page Catalog 

da icalions 
. Burbank. California 91505 
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BACK 
IN 

PRINT 
by 

Hank 
Johnston 

TO BUILD BIG CREEK, t he 
world 's largest hyd roe lect ric proj 
ect in 1912, they needed a rail 
road , and they needed it in a hurry _ 
And so the 56-mile San Joaquin 
and Eastern was built in Califor
nia 's Sierra range-in only 157 
days. Geared steam locos, work 
tra ins. 243 illustrations, maps a nd 
equipment rosters. 

THE RAILROAD THAT LIGHTED 
SOOTH ERN CALIFORNIA 

Trans-Anglo 231 
(Hank Johnston) $ 21. 95 

(add $\. \ 0 shipping/handling) 

California residents add 6% sales tax 
(6'/2% in L. A. Co.) 

TRANS-ANGLO BOO KS 
P.O. Box 6444 

Glendale CA 91205 
Send for Free Catalog 

RAILROAD TOPO MAPS 

VOLUME I -----I 
Almost 200 pages of finitely detailed maps showing 
railroads, grades. even minor dirt roads. tunnels. 
bridges, dYers, lakes and individual buildings, 
this railroad topo map collection records 26 western 
.hortline railroads from Texas to Washington state. 
Contains an information page on each raUroad a nd 
policy toward r ailtans. Printed in 3 colors. the 
Vol. I. Western Shortllnes - RAILROAD TOPO 
MAPS - is priced at S16.95 postpaid . 

DOT MAPS are a ls o available as individual vo lumes 
o r as a set of five volumes. Covering the West , Prairie.. 
Midwest. East and South each area volume is 
priced at $12.95. ($64 .74 (or the se t o( live volu mes) . 

Send check or money order. Credit card c u s iomers 

s pecify VISA or Master<a rd : name, account number, 
expiration date and signature exact ly as on card. 

MAC PUBLISHING, INC. -----..I 
P.o. Box 7037 De p t. 
Colora d o Springs. C O 80933 
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Mexico 
Railroads 

By C. R . Prather 

The Mexican railroad system will acquire 70 
locomotives during 1984. Thirty of the units 
will be constructed at the National Railways 
of Mexico (NdeM) shops in Aguascaliente 
and the remaining 40 are to be built in the 
United States. T he Mexican railroad car
builder, Constructora Nacional de Carros de 
Ferrocarril (CNCF) plans to start assembling 
locomotives at its plant in 1985. The NdeM 
plans to modernize its passenger car fleet 
with purchase of 600 new cars from CNCF. 
The railroad is studying the possibility of 
adding new trains to compete with the bus 
and automobile on certain routes; in 1983 
the railroad system carried about 25,600,000 
passengers. 

In June the Pacifico (FCP) was still operat
ing the Delaware and Hudson PA4 No. 19, 
ex-AT&SF No. 66L. It appeared to be in 
good shape and was seen running a the trail
ing unit on EI Mexicali, the local passenger 
train between Guadalajara and Nogales. 
Traffic on the FCP has been good with heavy 
shipments of grain and sunflower seeds from 
the United States . T he traffic has been so 
great that cars for Mexico have backed up on 
the U.S. side of the border. The FCP has 
been using some NdeM 6700-series General 
Electric C30-7 locomotives to help move the 
cars. The Pacifico has advanced the Nogales 
departure of the southbound EI Costeno from 
4:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and this move may 
help make the connection with the NdeM at 
Guadalajara for Mexico City. A new em
ployee timetable was not issued when this 
schedule change was made and as a result 
train No.2 was run as an extra. (Information 
on the FCP was supplied by Robert Tink
ham, Ron Hawkins and Bob Hanggie.) 

In the last issue I covered a little of the 
background of the express passenger service 

operated by the FCP and the Sonora- Baja 
California Railroad on the west coast of 
Mexico . Now we will look at the current 
operation of the train that is commonly 
called La Bala, the bullet. 

The current schedule has the southbound 
run from Nogales, taking 27V2 hours, and 
the northbound trip carded for 25'/2 hours . 
This schedule does not allow for many 
delays and on a busy single-track line like the 
FCP the train is often late at its final destina
tion. The train is operated over the Pacifico 
as train Nos . I and 2, while the SBC gives 
the trains Nos. 3 and 4. The southbound 
train out of Mexicali leaves in the morning 
and has the following normal consist. A 
single GP40-2, an old SBC coach for short
haul passengers and as the base for the news 
agent, several lightweight and air-conditioned 
coaches, a dining car, and three or more 
sleeping cars. The Nogales section leaves in 
the afternoon with two or more locomotives, 
an express-mail car, several of the J apanese
designed lightweight coaches, an old FCP 
coach for the news agent and several Pull
mans. The consolidation of the two trains at 
Benjamin Hill, 90 miles south of Nogales, 
involves several switching moves. The old 
SBC coach is set out and the lightweight 
coaches and diner from Mexicali are cut in 
behind the express car and coaches from 
Nogales. The sleeping cars from both points 
for Guadalajara are placed next to the diner 
with the Mexico City Pullmans behind them 
and, finally , the Nogales to Mazatlan 
sleepers . The resulting train can be over 20 
cars long on many occasions . 

The northbound train, which left Guada
lajara at midmorning the day before, is 
scheduled to arrive at Benjamin Hill at 7:52 
a.m. where it is divided into two sections. 
The switching of the cars is done at both 
ends, an SBC yard engine working the rear 
and the FCP road units working at the head 
end. While the switching is going on, the 
local residents are selling food and drinks to 
many of the passengers_ If all goes well, the 
switching can be completed quickly and the 
Nogales section will leave well before the 



SBC section. The unwary passenger could 
be left. 

The motive power used on the Pacifico 
can be very interesting with just about any 
road unit operating on the railroad being 
used. Ex-D&H PA4s and ex-SP U33Cs have 
been used in the past few years and recently 
the FCP has been using its C36-7s heavily 
on these trains . The passenger cars used on 
La Bala consist of the newest coaches in 
Mexico, the lightweight Japanese-designed 
cars with a very strong air-conditioning sys
tem that is most welcome in the summer 
months. The cars are painted in an attractive 
blue and gray scheme which the SBC and 
FCP are applying to some of its older cars. 
These trains are unique in Mexico for the 
large number of reserved seat coaches 
(Primera Especial)-only the Chihuahua's 
Vista train comes close. The sleeping cars 
and diners are former U.S. cars and as a 
result are fairly old. The self-contained air
conditioning system is often unreliable dur
ing the hot season. The regularly assigned 
cars contain roomettes and bedrooms . 

A trip to La Bala offers a wide variety of 
sights from the deserts of the north to the 
lush tropics near Mazatlan . The train skirts 
the Pacific, passes through an old lava flow, 
and through the tunnels and over the bridges 
in the barrancas area near Guadalajara. The 
train will make good time on the flat and 
slowly twist and turn in the rugged areas . An 
added advantage of train travel in Mexico is 
the low cost. A roomette from Mexicali to 
Guadalajara will cost less than $50. So, 
whether it 's called EI Costeno or La Bala, 
this train is one of the most interesting in the 
Republic of Mexico . 

North 
Western 

Michael W. Blaszak 

For the first time in years, C&NW activated 
some of its remaining freight F units in June . 
The immediate reason for pulling the Fs 
from their Iowa storage points was the 
assignment of 10 locomotives from the West
ern Division to work train service on the 
Powder River Basin connector line, where 
construction of the new main line is in prog
ress. C&NW intended to replace these units, 
in part, with six F3B and F7B units. Three 
of these units (Nos. 307, 309 and 315, all ex
CGW) moved westward on a unit soybean 
oil train bound for Turlock, Calif. , on the 
Tidewater Southern. However, when the 
units reached Council Bluffs on June 6, 
mechanical forces found that they did not 
have operable spark arrestors, a must for 
power assigned to the semi-arid regions of 
Nebraska, Wyoming and South Dakota . 
Therefore, the company sent previously 
stored GP35s to the Western Division in
stead, redirecting Nos. 307 and 309 to the 

Valley Division 
Vignettes 

By Ll.Krieger and Glen Icanberry 
A 260 page pictorial history of Santa Fe railroading in Central 
California. Over 400 photographs, maps, and drawings tell the 
story of the Valley Division from the earliest beginnings of the 
San Francisco & San Joaquin Valley RR to present day operations. 
Hardbound, 9 X 12 book .... .. . . ..... . . . . . . . .. . $34.95 
Please add $1 .50 postage and handling. California residents 
add $2.10 per book sa les tax. Dea le r inquiries invited. 
Valley Ra il Press, 233 leland Drive, Hanford, CA 93230 

STEAM IS BACK! 

'Hittin'the Diamond' 
Ted Xaras: Artist 

Du ri ng th e waining years of steam , B & 0 Mikad o 4479 thund ers across 
th e Nickel Pla te diam o nd at Fostoria . Ohi o. 

Like th e fin e brass models of toda y. C hri stian Bell Porcelain pla tes 
represe nt the sta te of th e art in limited edit io n ra ilroad co llector pla tes. 

Desig ned for the di sce rning co llecto r, " H ittin' the Dia mo nd" is cra ft ed in 
full co lo r on fin e po rce lain . Each plate is indi vidua ll y numbered a nd 
band ed in 22kt. go ld. $65 .00. with ce rtifica te. 

Write for free broch ure o n oth er ra ilroad subjects. 

Christian Bell Porcelain Ltd. 
P.O. Rox 930. Tu st in . CA. 92608 Te le ph one (7 14) 73 1-2044 

PACIFIC NEWS • 27 



Twin Cities Division and returning the 31S 
to storage. 

Traffic on C&NW continues to increase, 
with a 16.1 % gain over 1983 levels registered 
through mid-May 1984. While there are 
indications traffic volume may be reaching a 
plateau (notwithstanding new Powder River 
Basin coal business), demands on C&NW's 
motive power fleet are likely to remain heavy 
for the foreseeable future. A handful of non
rebuilt secondhand SD4Ss and about half of 
the ex-Precision SD18s have entered service, 
and more high-maintenance units may fol
low them into the pool unless alternate 
sources of power develop. C&NW is report
edly negotiating toward purchase of 14 
Burlington Northern (ex-CB&Q) SD4Ss 
which are coming off a IS-year lease and are 
no longer required by BN. 

Increased traffic is helping C&NW post 
improved operating results . For the second 
quarter of 1984, C&NW reported earnings 
of $1l .8 million, up from $8.S million in 
1983. For the first half of 1984, net earnings 
increased to $13.2 million from $S.8 million 
in 1983. Revenues advanced roughly 12% 
during the same period to $4SS.4 million. 

Interstate Commerce Commission hear
ings on the competing proposals to acquire 

or reorganize the Milwaukee Road were 
wrapped up on July II and 12 with oral 
arguments by attorneys for C&NW, Soo 
Line, Grand Trunk Corp. and other inter
ested parties. The commission is to hold a 
closed conference on July 23 to discuss the 
case; a public conference, at which a decision 
may be announced, is scheduled for July 26. 
The commission's decision, however, will 
not be binding upon Judge McMillen, who 
will make his own decision as to which of the 
proposals to accept. Soo and GT, mean
while, are discussing joint operation of the 
Milwaukee. C&NW has refused to consider 
sharing the Milwaukee with GT. 

Like other railroads, C&NW has been 
negotiating with the operating unions toward 
elimination of cabooses from freight trains. 
As was the case with other roads, C&NW 
was forced to take the issue to arbitration. 
The arbitrators' award, returned this spring, 
permits C&NW to remove the waycars in 
return for placing roof ventilators in locomo
tives . The company is testing various devices 
which provide a marker light and monitor 
brake pipe pressure at the end of cabooseless 
trains. It is anticipated that, once such 
devices are acquired and appropriate changes 
in the operating rules are accomplished, 

Chicago area transfer jobs and way freights 
across the system will be the first to operate 
without cabooses. 

Construction of the Powder River Basin 
connector line is winding down, with com
pletion of the 107-mile project set for August 
IS . On or about that date C&NW will com
mence operation of about two-unit coal 
trains a day in each direction from Jacob's 
Ranch Mine or North Antelope Mine in 
Wyoming to South Morrill, Nebr., for inter
change to UP and ultimate delivery to 
Arkansas Power and Light at Newark and 
White's Bluff, Ark. Power for these trains 
will run through from North Platte and, 
thus, will be supplied primarily by UP. The 
new line (dubbed the Co-Line Subdivision of 
the Western Division) will have a 49-mph 
maximum speed between North Western 
Junction, Wyo., where it joins BN, and 
Joyce, Nebr., where it meets UP. 

With the acquisition and upgrading of the 
ex-Rock Island "spine line" between the 
Twin Cities and Kansas City, C&NW has 
announced plans to abandon or downgrade 
portions of the ex-Minneapolis and St. Louis 
and Chicago Great Western trackage which 
formerly carried its north-south traffic . 
Identified as abandonment candidates on 

RAIL PRODUCTS 8l. SERVICES LOCATOR 
BOOK DEALERS 

BONANZA INN BOOK SHOP 
Open 7 Days-Mon.-Sat. till 9 

650 Market St. 
San Francisco CA 94104 

415/392-7378 
250·255 

OWEN DAVIES, Bookseller 
Free R.R. Book Catalogs 

200 W. Harrison St. 
Oak Park IL 60304 

(312) 848-1186 
250·255 

JMB BOOKS and PHOTOS 
European Rail & Trolley 

5 Kilpatrick Drive 
Scarborough, Ontario M1R 2B5 

(416) 752-0952 after 5 PM 
250-255 

HOBBY STORES 

ALLIED MODEL TRAINS 
All Makes & Sizes • Books 

10938 W. Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles CA 90064 

(213) 475-0463 

SEE YOUR FIRM NAME 
IN THE LOCATOR 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

ALCO HISTORIC PHOTOS 
Builder's Photos 

P.O. Box 655 
Schenectady NY 12301 

All ALCO-Steam / Diesel 
250-255 

H. L. BROAD BELT 
HQ for BLW Photos! 

146 Princess Margaret Dr. 
Newport News VA 23602 

Send for Index Information 
250-255 

SLIDES, MOVIES 

EVDA SLIDES 
Traction and Transport 

Past & Present 
P.O. Box 1183 

Maryland Heights MO 63043 
251-256 

WALLIN'S COLOR SLIDES 
Diesel- Electric -Steam - Cars 

Send LSSAE For List 
P.O. Box 1784 

Springfield IL 62705 
252-257 

CONTACT PACIFIC NEWS 
ABOUT A LISTING 

SHIRTS AND HATS 

HY NARK CO. 
25 + RAILROAD DESIGNS! 
16617 Normandie, Suite E 

Gardena CA 90247 
Send for Shirt & Hat Catalog 

250-255 

TRAVEL 

LET'S TRAVEL TOURS 
Amtrak Specialists 

P.O. Box 2768 
Riverside CA 92516 

(714) 787-8350 
250-255 

GREAT WESTERN TOURS 
Rail Travel Specialists 

Sheraton Palace Hotel-Suite 900 
San Francisco CA 94105 

(415) 398-2994 
250-255 

VIDEO 

HOPEWELL PRODUCTIONS 
345 Brandon Ave. 

Struthers OH 44471 
Railroad Video Programs 

VSH and BETA II 
250-261 



C&NW's current system diagram map (filed 
with the ICC pursuant to federal law) are a 
portion of the ex-M&StL Minneapolis-Des 
Moines main line between Montgomery and 
Waseca, Minn., and the Great Western main 
line between Des Moines and St. Joseph . 

C&NW effected a restructuring of service 
on old CGW trackage south of St. Paul on 
April 16. C&NW previously served the 
major shipper in this area, Minnesota Malt
ing Co. of Cannon Falls, by operating over 
the CGW St. Paul-Oelwein main line south 
to Randolph and then over CGW's Red 
Wing branch to Cannon Falls. A large pro
portion of Minnesota Malting's traffic, how
ever, is moving to the south and southeast, 
making the St. Paul route circuitous. C&NW 

- Over 200 photos (B&W) -136 pages 
eAIHime diesel roster -Map 
-Dust-jacket painting by Mike Oanneman 

Come a long fo r a tour of the entire Toledo, 
Peoria & Western, cover ing the years be
tween the late 1960's a nd J an. 1, 1984, when 
TP& W was absorbed by Santa Fe. Brightly 
painted locomotives, high·speed freights , 
bra nch line operations, Alcos and more
truly a fi rst-class Midwestern opera tion! 

~~.~~ ~~" 
COLORADO RAIL ANNUAL 

We have been publishing our COLORADO RAIL ANNUAL at 
intervals since 1963. Our objective has been to fill the role 
of an active journal of rail history in the Rocky Mountain West, 
covering interesting aspects of railroading in the region with a 
balance of carefully researched text and the best available 
photography. Growing acceptance by rail history enthusiasts 
has established the COLORADO RAIL ANNUAL series as one 
of the nation's leading sources of western railroad history. 
Send for our latest book list, covering all COLORADO RAIL 
ANNUALS available, including those listed here - 81f2 x 11 
deluxe, clothbound, unless otherwise noted. 

No.8 - Scenic Line of the World 
- Chappell and Hauck - Study of 
the original Denver & Rio Grande 
"transcontinental" narrow gauge 
to Sal t Lake City, via Black Can
yon of the Gunnison, 150 pages, 
200 photos, $11.95 ppd 

No. 10 - Narrow Gauge to Central 
and Silver Plume - Hauck - legen
dary Colorado Central (later C&S) nar· 
row gauge over Georgetown Loop, 220 
pages, 300 photos, maps, illustrations. 

$17.50 ppd 

No. 12 - The South Park Line - Chap
pell , Hauck and Richardson - a concise 
history of the fabled South Park narrow 
gauge (DSP&P-DL&G-C&S) 270 pages, 
over 300 photos, maps and illustrations. 

$17.50 ppd 

No. 15 - Idaho-Montana Issue - Utah 
Northern narrow gauge, Ferrell - Union 
Pacific, Montana Division, Hauck - Gi 1-
more & Pittsburgh, Myers. Detai led 
texts, profusely illustrated. $19.50 ppd 

from the 

Colorado Railroad Museum 
DEPT. N, BOX 10, GOLDEN COLO. 80402 
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TWO 
RAIL 

CALENDARS 
FOR 1985! 

Eleven vintage steam views in the 
CALIFORN IA SOUTHERN RA IL' 
ROAD CALENDAR, at a LOW price! 
PLUS two traction action views. 
Black and white, opens to 11 xl ?". 
An ideal gift for Xmas! $3.95 

• 
Prices incl . 3rd class 

postage. (Add 60¢ fo r 
1 st class mail.) 

Californians add 6'10 
sales tax (6-1 /2% LA Co.) 

NEW and ALL IN COLb'R! The RED 
CARSIYEL LOW CARS ca lendar 
brings six Pacific Electric and six L.A. 
Transit scenes to life! PE's Trolley 
RPO, Blimps, Sowbell y, Standard, 
the 1299. 11 x1?" . $5.95 

ORANGE EMPIRE RAILWAY MUSEUM P.o. Box 221 - P Walnut, CA 91289 

LETTERS, WE GET LETTERS •.• 
.. .. . The tape is simply FANT ASTle .. . " W .M. Middle Village, NY 
" ... another masterpiece .. . " S .G . Malverne, NY 
" .. . an excellent program ... " J .W. Findlay, OH 
" ... a work of art ... " T.K. Manchester, NH 
" ... Best railroad tape I've seen ... " T.A. Fairmont, WV 
..... seldom have I been so absolutely, positively well impressed 

with a purchase ... " L.M. Poplar Bluff, MO 
(letten on file) 

Isn't it about time you became a satisfied Hopewell customer? 
15 GREAT RAILROAD PROGRAMS ON VHS AND 

BET A VIDEOCASSETTES - ALL IN COLOR AND SOUND 
- SEND FOR OUR FREE 24 PAGE CATALOG-

HOPEWELL PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
345 Brandon Avenue • Struthers, Ohio 44471 
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® 

Railroad for Sale! 

The Dunes Pacific Railroad. now stored at the Trolley Park in 
Glenwood. Oregon. is for sale. 

The Railroad consists of one mile of track (two miles of rail). 
approximately 20-pound average weight. two switches and 
one crossover. All rail is in good condition. with no significant 
wear. Track gauge is 28 inches. 

The Vulcan Industrial locomotive has operating side rods. 
diesel engine. and heavy steel plate artificial boiler jacket. 
Tender holds water for track lu brication. 

Entire package. rail cars. locOlDotive: 
$8.100 F .O.B. TROLLEY PARK. 

Star Route, Box 1318-
Forest Grove (Glenwood), Oregon 97116 
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therefore reactivated the unused portion of 
the CGW branch between Randolph and 
Northfield and scheduled a Northfleld
Cannon Falls local which sets out Minnesota 
Malting traffic at Northfield for handling via 
"spine line" trains. C&NW abandoned the 
CGW main between Roseport (site of an 
industrial park) and Randolph on April 16 
and also closed the Randolph station. 

Other recent abandonments include the 
Boone-Ericson, Iowa, portion of the old 
Fort Dodge, Des Moines and Southern, ex
M&StL trackage at Fort Dodge, Iowa 
(including trackage rights over Illinois Cen
tral Gulf to Tara), trackage between Sacron 
and Lake View, Iowa, and a portion of the 
ex-CGW main line between Villa Park and 
Lombard, Illinois. 

Rail 
Canada West 

by Thomas Higgins 

BCR: RS-3 No. 571 has been converted ro 
Slug No. S-403. RS-18 No. 601 has been re
tired. Robot Control Cars RCC-3 and 4 are 
still in service while RCC-5 to 8 are leased to 
CP Rail. 

CNR: Forty-eight new locomotives (units) 
have been ordered at a total cost of $48 mil
lion . F7aUs 9160-65-68-75 were seen in ser
vice at Port Mann in the late spring. The 
Railway Transportation Commission has 
ordered CN to continue operation of the 
Ernwood Subdivision between Baden, Man., 
and Hudson Bay, Sask. Rebuilt GP-9us 4023 
(ex-4503), 4024 (e x-4508), and 4025 
(ex-4453) all were heavyweight GP-9s . 
Lightweight GP-9 4100 (ex-4257), and S-13 
8607 have been rebuilt to S 13u, Class MS-
41Oa. GP-9 units in the 4100 class are being 
renumbered as follows to accommodate [he 
lightweight GP-9u rebuild program: 

OLD NEW 
4100-4106 4360-4366 
4108-4112 4367-4371 
4115 4372 
4117-4121 4373-4377 
4123-4125 4378-4380 

4127 4381 
4129-4 130 4382-4383 

4132-4133 4384-4385 

4147 4390 
4150 4391 

4152-4156 4392-4396 --
Numbers 4103, 23, 24, 32 and 47 are pres

ently stored unserviceable and are slated for 
the rebuild program; hence they will return 
to service without ever using their assigned 
4300 numbers. 4107, 13, 14, 16,22,26,28, 
31,48,49 and 51 were also retired. SW-900 
No. 7212 was sold to the Ontario Paper Co., 
Ltd., in Thorold, Onto 

No Cabooski? CN has made application to 
the Railway Transportation Committee to 
field test caboose less trains, signaling the 
phased removal of cabooses. 



PHASE I Oct. 84 all signalized te ri
tory and yard transfer service at iden
tified terminals. PHASE II Oct. 86 all 
manual block system territories . 
PHASE III Oct. 88 all other territor
ies. Get those caboose shots now! 

The Fraser River double-tracking program 
is progressing and more cable and signals 
have been installed; some filling and grading 
is being done around Milepost Ill . Con
crete ties are being installed on this job, 
except wooden ties are used on curves . 

CP: This year CP will install 23 talking hot 
box detectors, mostly in Western Canada. 
The Mount MacDonald tunnel will cost 
$225 million, and should be completed by 
1988. When it is finished it will be the 
longest railroad tunnel in the world. 

REBUILDS: GP-9u 1568 (8505), 1572 
(8628), (1569 still to follow). Presently being 
rebuilt: GP-9 8492 (to 8204), 8542, 8634, 
8662, and RS-18 8768. 

RETIRED: S-3 6518, 35, 36 and 84. 
T ESTING: CP SD-40-2 has end of train 

equipment in its cab. Also BN Nos. 4105-06 
(cab less GE 30 B) likewise equipped are 
being tested by the CPR. 

The Okanagan Express ran again with the 
following consist: CP 8838-39, No. 30 1 ex
combine (CN), No. 802 coach with uphol
stered seats, No . 804 First Class Coach with 
padded seats, Nos . 302 ex-CN combine, No_ 
741 Buffe t Observation, and No. 601 Obser-

vat ion with rear end observation platform. 
The trip ran in mid-May. 

OF GENERAL INTEREST: 
Bombardier Demos 7001-04 have been ac

quired by the CNR and renumbered 2100-
03. E&N power SW-8s 6701-02, SW-1200, 
1237, GP-9s 8661 , 78, 88, 8825 and 28 . VIA 
RDC-l 6134. 

Rio 
Gra.t\de 

By R . C. Farewell 

From a corporate standpoint, merger and/or 
acquisition possibilities have received much 
attention of late. Although the Rio Grande 
publicly stated on Thursday, June 17, that 
all merger/acquisition talks with an unnamed 
suitor were off, the possibility of a near
future move in that direction remains a dis
tinct expectation. One result of the June 17 
announcement was that the price of Rio 
Grande stock has dropped to pre-merger 
excitement levels. Whether this announce
ment was an attempt to lower the price of the 
stock to make a merger/acquisition more 
attractive to a potential partner or purchaser 
is not known . 

The Santa Fe Branch of the Denver & Rio Grande Western 

A Calendar for 1985 
A month -by-month look at the historic Santa Fe 
branch of the D&RGW in watercolors by Ted 
Rose. Twelve premium color reproductions on 
quality stock, each with clear margins, accom
pany large, useable, easy-to -read calendar 
months. 12 x 9 inch format includes history, 

info rmation, captions. 
$12.95 postpaid (first class or UPS) 
(New Mexico residents add $.63 sales lax each.) 

To order call toll -free 

800· 621 · 5199 
(in Illinois call 800-972-5858), and use Visa / 
Mastercard. Or send check, money order, or 
Visa/Me number and expo date with name and 
address to : Hod Carriers Ink 

P.O. Box 266 Santa Fe, NM 87504 
When ordering , consider what greal gifts this calendar would 
make and order accordingly. Please allow two weeks for delivery 

from receipt of order. 

Trackside Presents 

SHERMAN HILL 1957 
"The Futur e Passes" 

UNION 
PACIFIC 

City of Los Angeles 
& Big Boy 4022 

FULL COLOR LITHOGRAPH 
FROM ORIGINAL 
PAINTING [3Y RR ARTIST 
LARRY FISHER 

Limited Edition 
FIRST OF A SERIES 

20" x 33" IMAGE 

$30°0 POSTPAID 

Also available: How ard Fogg print, Texas & Pacific #610, 2-10-4, 
" Freight in West Texas," 16 x 22, $15.00 postpaid 

PO BOX 898 
NEW BRAUNFELS, TX 78130 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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NEW ORLEANS STEAM SPECTACULAR! 
Steam passenger trains to the 

Louisiana World Exposition in 1984: 

Two great 4-8-4's in hundreds of photos, in action and at rest! 
All the way from Wyoming and Oregon to New Orleans with 
your favorite photographers. 

Our newest book: 64 pages, $11.95 at your dealer or 
$12.60 postpaid. 

SHADE TREE BOOKS 
P.o. BOX 2268, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647 

LIMITED EDITION 
PORTFOLIOS The Sierra Railroad 

4 Prints with Folder - 5795 

Fine Reproductions 
that are More than 
Suitable for Framing! 

RICHARD STEINHEIMER 
Southern California in the Diesel Age 
6 Prints with Folder - 51095 
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Based on current information, however, 
we can put together two possible merger/ 
acquisition scenarios. Both are based on the 
timing of the Southern PacifiC/Santa Fe 
merger. The first scenario is timed before 
final disposition of the SP/SF merger is ren
dered. In this situation, the Rio Grande 
looks very attractive to the SP/SF because of 
the trackage rights granted to the Rio Grande 
from Pueblo to Kansas City as part of the 
recent UP/MP/WP merger. Merger/acquisi
tion of the Rio Grande by the SP/SF would 
give the SP/SF combination a shorter run 
from the West Coast to the Kansas City rail 
hub than presently exists within its network 
framework. . 

On the other hand, as part of the SP/SF 
merger settlement, the Rio Grande could 
expect to receive trackage rights from Salt 
Lake City to the West Coast. If that happens, 
in a post-SP/SF merger situation, the Rio 
Grande will undoubtedly look very attractive 
to the BN as a direct gateway to California 
for the BN's midwest network. Not that the 
BN 'will be the only carrier interested, for 
about six eastern and midwestern railroads 
that have Kansas City as a western gateway 
will look to the Rio Grande as a possible 
California connection. Thus, it would seem 
that the Rio Grande is indeed living on 
borrowed time as an independent, with the 
"wolves just outside the door." 

From an operations standpoint, there are a 
number of items of interest. The Rio Grande 
has filed a petition with the ICC requesting 
permission to abandon the 2l-mile Monarch 
branch . This famous ex-narrow-gauge 
switchback-equipped branch connects with 
the Tennessee Pass main line at Salida, 
Colo., and serves the Colorado Fuel and 
Iron's marble mine astride Monarch Pass. 
The marble was used by Colorado Fuel & 
Iron in their Pueblo, Colo., steel mill. The 
marble mine and associated trackage have 
not been used since 1981, although some 
marble rubble has been trucked out of the 
mine site by an independent contractor. 

The steel manufacturing done by CF&I at 
Pueblo has been at a very low level for a 
number of years due to the depressed steel 
market. Future prospects for the steel market 
look bleak, and thus equally so is the future 
of Monarch Pass marble. The Rio Grande 
has requested that the petition be made effec
tive September 1, 1984. There are few rea
sons why it should not be appro.ved. 

The previously announced plan developed 
jointly by the Rio Grande and Consolidation 
Coal Co. (CONSOL) to build a 62-mile 
branch south from the Rio Grande main line 
at Acco, Utah (just east of Price, Utah) to 
CONSOL's coal holdings near Emery, 
Utah, has been suspended for the present 
time. Reasons for the suspension include a 
flat coal market. The projected $70 million 
project was targeted for completion in 
December of 1984; however, no actual grad
ing or track work has been completed as of 
the suspension date. 

The Rio Grande has spent the summer 
restoring its main lines and heavily used 



branches back to first-class condition. The 
winter of 1983-84 was severe and especially 
wet, thus damage to the physical plant was 
far above what could be considered normal. 
At any given time this summer, two and 
usually three work trains have been assigned 
to trackage-related problems in the Front 
Range-Colorado River section of the Rio 
Grande's network. The trio of ex-Zephyr 
F9s is part of this effort. They have been 
working in unit-slag (ballast) service in the 
easternmost reaches of the system, with their 
most frequent domain being the slag load-

out at Leadville, their unofficial summer 
home of Minturn, the Craig branch, and the 
Moffat Tunnel main line between Bond and 
Tabernash, Colo. They do, however, roam 
around, for occasional trips to Denver and 
east of the Front Range has been noted. The 
F9s' most frequent companion in this unit
slag service has been 1955-vintage GP9 No. 
5924. On occasion, however, either GP40 
No. 3142 (ex-Conrail No. 3153) or GP40-2 
No. 3107 has replaced the GP9 as a fourth 
unit in the motive power consist, usually 
positioned as a trailing unit behind the F9s. 
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Zephyr 
Paperweight! 

UP livery varieties continue to appear with the repainting of former WP and MP 
power. A case in point is former Western Pacific GP40 3513, now No. 662, seen 
here in Houston, Texas, in UP Armour Yellow, lettered "Misouri Pacific"! The 
adjacent unit, UP 665, was WP 3516. -REID McNAUGHT 

Missouri 
Pacific 

J. Harlen Wilson 

By early summer most stored locomotives 
are back in service with the exception of 
some switchers and a few SD40s. There are 
16 ex-Rock Island units-GP40s still in RI 
paint and numbers-in service on the 

MoPac. All 117 remaining GP 18s were re
tired in late April. 

The repainting of the fleet has started. 
SD40-2s 3198 and 3291 are now UP yellow! 
gray and switcher No. 1153 was painted at 
Houston the week of June 4. During the 
week of June 11, GP50 3501 was being 
painted at Houston and B30-7 A 4800 was in 
for painting at Kansas City. Also in the 
Houston area was ex-WP GP40 662 lettered 
"Missouri Pacific." It was painted in March 
at North Platte but was probably relettered 
later for use on a special to the World's Fair 
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at New Orleans for VIP customers. Painting 
should pick up after the opening of the new 
shop at North Little Rock in July. A grand 
opening for this shop was held July 14 in 
connection with family days. 

New power for 1984 will be 60 SD50s. 
They are due for deliv·ery September 
through November. They are to be num
bered 5000-5059. Planned assignment is coal 
train service from the Powder River Basin 
and Southern Illinois. 

Southern 
Pacific 

Joseph A. Strapac 

Continuing our pre-merger report from the 
last issue, let's look at some of the proposals 
offered in ICC meq~er documents for 
SP&SF California and the far west. As im
plied previously, there is no reason to expect 
that hundreds of miles of mainlu.e trackage 
will disappear overnight once the merger is 
consummated. On the other hand, some 
lines will be downgraded and specific seg
ments may 'never again see mainline trains. 
In California, SP surveyors generally beat 
Santa Fe's to the best routings through diffi
cult country-and this is no better illustrated 
than between Richmond and Stockton. 
Southern Pacific enjoys a water-level align
ment, albeit a few miles longer than the 
Santa Fe between the two cities. Santa Fe 
was late to the party (through its agency of 
the San Francisco & San Joaquin Val
ley), and had to build through rugged 
Franklin Canyon and then directly across the 
swamps of the Delta. Both heavy grades and 
an unreliable right-of-way resulted; there are 
miles of Santa Fe line east o(Stockton built 
on little more than mud. 

When M-Day arrives, the Santa Fe will 
leave Richmond; through trains will all orig
inate and terminate at an expanded West 
Oakland. Most through traffic will move 
over the SP line via Martinez, and the Santa 

Fe trackage will be "demoted." A new con
nection will be built at San Pablo (Rheem) to 
allow access from (Santa Fe) Richmond to 
the SP main. Between Port Chicago and 
Pittsburg, the two roads will be operated as 
one double-track line. At Stockton Tower, 
the present Santa Fe track will receive con
nections toward both Roseville and Fresno 
on the SP. 

A large S-curve is proposed for a location 
near the San Joaquin River bridge north of 
Fresno, to bring Santa Fe traffic onto the SP 
and off city streets-a move long sought by 
Fresno's city fathers. Calwa will be retained 
as the regional intermodal facility, but SP's 
Fresno Yard will perform the lion's share of 
local switching. Below Calwa, each line will 
remain in service, with some reports indicat
ing a plan for south/north separation of 
trains onto each line as a sort of widely spaced 
double-track railroad. 

At Bakersfield, the SP yard will be further 
downgraded, and will be used only for stor
age and turnaround of helpers. The future of 
both Soledad Canyon and the Coast Line is 
still unclear. How the merged SP&SF in
tends to compete with truckers for north
south traffic within California and to points 
north will determine to a great extent which 
line receives the most attention. A caboose
less SPRINT train between Los Angeles and 
the Bay Area would meet industry criteria 
for profitability in this demanding, hotly 
competitive environment, but it is not appar
ent at this time whether SP&SF plans to 
seriously tangle with the truckers-and, if so, 
by which route. Will the Coast Line become 
a race track for Amtrak and short piggyback! 
container trains? Time will tell . 

We do know, however, that the SP&SF 
plans to use the new Barstow Yard for 
Northern California traffic, while the equally 
new West Colton facility will become head
quarters for most Southern California busi
ness. In fact, West Colton will serve the 
entire California coast between San Diego 
and Watsonville; Surf Line locals which now 
originate in San Bernardino and/or Barstow 
will fmd new homes at West Colton. San 
Bernardino Yard will be downgraded and 
new connections built at the site of Colton 
Tower. 

In Los Angeles, Hobart will be down
graded in favor of SP's Taylor Yard; one 
fascinating prospect is that of Santa Fe trains 
beginning and ending their runs at Taylor, 
after traversing additional miles of industrial 
trackage through Los Angeles. On the other 
hand, look for the end of Union Pacific 
transfers in downtown Los Angeles, as that 
function will shift to West Colton. 

Across eastern California and Arizona, 
both road's lines will remain in heavy use, 
although we read between the lines that the 
present "Cotton Rock" traffic from points 
north will be rerouted via Santa Fe through 
Barstow and Flagstaff, rather than via Palm
dale, West Colton, and so on-saving a cou
ple of hundred miles. Memphis, Dallas, and 
points south can be more conveniently served 
by the present SP than from the Santa Fe; at 
this point it is safe to presume that action 
will remain hot and heavy on both lines 
across Arizona and New Mexico. 

On a smaller scale, regardless of mergers, 
local officials in Los Angeles County are 
advocating consolidation of rail lines to the 
harbors into one "super-railroad," with 
perhaps a depressed right-of-way and double 
track. This would eliminate (it is hoped) the 
separate lines now operated by UP, Santa 
Fe, and SP and bring some order out of the 
present web of tracks between Los Angeles 
and San Pedro/Long Beach. If nothing else is 
accomplished, the new line would reduce 
grade crossing delays and potential accidents 
and expedite the many long, heavy trains 
now operating to the harbor. For instance, 
Long Beach residents are up in arms about a 
UP plan to triple the number of unit coal 
trains it now operates to Long Beach. The 
new line, proposed to follow the SP align
ment along Alameda St., would concentrate 
this heavy traffic in a grade-separated right
of-way. Of course, federal funding is being 
sought. 

The day may come when a roundhouse 
will have to be built for all the Southern 
Pacific steam locomotives being brought 
back to life. At the San Mateo County fair
grounds, Project 2472 has made measurable 
progress in restoring their P-8 4-6-2; boiler 
inspections indicate no insoluble problems. 
In Saugus, a small group of enthusiasts, 
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some with experience on the 3420 project in 
El Paso, are working with the Santa Clarita 
Valley Historical Society to determine 
whether mogul No. 1629 can be returned to 
service. This engine has lain hidden on Gene 
Autry's Melody Ranch property for years, 
but was recently donated to the local group. 
Preliminary studies yielded pleasant sur
prises, and it may be possible that No. 1629 
will run again. 

Twenty miles of the Napa Valley branch 
were posted for abandonment early in April. 
Once a popular excursion route in competi
tion with the parallel interurban San Fran
cisco, Napa Valley & Calistoga extending 
all the way to Calistoga, the line in recent 
years has reached only to the Krug Winery 
in St. Helena. Citing declining traffic (vir
tually every bottle of wine produced in the 
valley departs on a truck), SP wants to tear 
up all rails from south of the city of Napa to 
Krug. Over the years, this line has been the 
subject of considerable tourist-road specula
tion, but to date nothing has come of it. 

Union 
Pacific 

by 
Dick Stephenson 

One of the most noticed locomotives in 
North America is stabled by the Union 
Pacific: the DD40AX. Fans are pleased to 
find these monster locos out again on the 
main line, even if not always operated at the 
lead of a consist. The double-Diesels can be 
divided into two distinct groups: live and 
dead. Of the 45 members of the class, 20 are 
not operational. As time permits, these units 
are cycled through Salt Lake Shops for trade
out of usable components (prime movers, 
generators, compressors, etc.), and then stor
age pending disposition. Completed by late 
July were units 6907, 6909, 6919, 6920, 
6926, 6932, 6933, 6944. The 6915 remains 
at Council Bluffs, Iowa, and should be done 
later. 

Of special note is unit 6946, which in July 
was donated to the Feather River Railroad 
Society in Portola, Calif. This unit was 
moved from Salt Lake to North Platte on 
July 20 for repainting prior to formal presen
tation ceremonies. The unit is cosmetically 
correct, while being a mechanical cripple, 
gutted of usable equipment. 

Among the living, No. 6922 was the cen
terpiece at the dedication of the North Little 
Rock Diesel shop on July 14. It is a long way 
from the dark days of storage at Yermo for 
the DD. The 6922 also earned a place of note 
for itself when it hauled the Denver to Spear, 
Wyo., portion of the Memorial Day weekend 
trip. This was probably overshadowed by 
the operation of UP 4-6-6-4 3985 over Sher
man Hill to Laramie. UP 6922 was also 
displayed at Coffeyville, Kan., on June 30. 
This move gave the DD three unusual 
assignments in just over a month's time. 
SD40 3112 had the display honors for three 
dates on the Northwestern District. It was at 
Huntington, Ore., on July 4; Hinkle, Ore., 
on July 7-8; and Dayton, Wash., on August 
18. 

UP has disposed of 10 retired locomotives 
to scrapper Durbano Metals in Ogden, 
Utah. Ex-WP U30Bs 3052, 3053, 3056, 
3058, 3060, 3062, 3063 and 3067 have been 
out of service for many months, and sitting 
dead at Council Bluffs. Durbano also pur
chased UP GP9s 193 and 202. 

Other UP units pending retirement by 
midyear were: 

SD45s 20, 23, 38, 44 and 49. 
NW2s 1030, 1040, 1055, 1061, and 
1091. 
SW7 1818. 
U30Cs 2812, 2814, 2818, 2821, 
2826, 2827 and 2846. 

Rapidly diminishing are the EMD NW2 
switchers on the UP. For some months 
NW2s 1062, 1081 and 1085 have lain idle at 
UP's East Yard in L.A. These trusty switch
ers have served for many years, but more 
recently have been shouldered aside by UP's 
distinctive home-rebuilt SW lOs . Recent 
events have added new life to the SWlO pro
gram. In the works are 15 more units to be 
numbered 1260-1274. A major contribution 
for this continued effort are 14 MP SW9s of 
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the 1200 class . These were bought by the 
UP from the MP at scrap prices, this in a 
decision heavily influenced by the legal 
department. Transfers between parts of the 
UP system still must be correctly accounted 
for. There are additional units which may be 
converted later, or donate vital organs. 
These include WP 601, 603-606. 

Pooled power continues to offer a splash of 
color and variety to the UP scene. During 
June and July units from C&NW, Rio 
Grande, N&W, SP and BN found their way 
to California on the UP. While UP does a 
good job of managing their locomotive utili
zation, they always can be counted upon to 
maximize the use of pooled power too . 

In working off horsepower hours owed to 
them, the UP selected C36-7s 8532-8542 
from the Norfolk and Western. Due to the 
hp/hrs balance, you can expect to see these 
big, black units on the UP for many weeks. 

-(UP info from FLOYD JARVIS, DICK 
STEPHENSON and MIXED TRAIN). 

Western 
Pacific 

By Ken Meeker 

The number of Western Pacific locomotives 
operating on former WP trackage continues 
to dwindle and as of this mid-July writing 
only the following six units remain: GP7s 
709 (Stockton), SN 711 and 712 (San Jose 
and Yuba City-SN, respectively), GP9s 725 
(Milpitas) and 731 (West Sacramento-SN), 
and GP20 2009 at Modesto-TS. 

Recent repaints into Union Pacific colors 
yielded two surprises including GP9s 729 
(UP 304) and 732 (UP 308). Although UP's 
master renumbering system for WP's loco
motive fleet provided for new numbers for 
all of WP's existing motive power, except 
the retired U30Bs (PACIFIC NEWS, Issue 
248, February 1984), it was uncertain 
whether any of the older first-generation 
units would survive long enough to wear 
yellow paint. Although both the 304 and 308 
are identical GP9s, each features a different 
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style oflettering, with the 308 being released 
first with "Union Pacific" spelled out in two 
lines on the long hood, while the 304 has the 
name in smaller letters on one line, also on 
the long hood. Light rail on some of WP's 
branch lines and subsidiary trackage neces
sitates the use of the smaller units. 

Additional recent repaints include GP40 
UP 662 (ex-WP 3513) which received a new 
coat of Armour Yellow but was relettered for 
the MP while retaining its first UP number. 
This apparently will be the policy from now 
on for the ex-WP GP40s as most are assigned 
to the MP. Sister No. 3503 also now sports 
UP paint and is lettered as MP 653. 

There has been one retirement since the 
last list in PACIFIC NEWS, that being GP7 
No. 708 which was taken out of service in 
June and shipped east for storage at Salt 
Lake City. 

Repainting and relettering ofWP's rolling 
stock began some time ago with freight cars 
emerging from the Pocatello, Idaho, car 
shops in UP colors and lettering but sporting 
WP initials and numbers. WP's caboose fleet 
will apparently receive the same treatment as 
six of the railroad's bay window cabooses 
showed up in Stockton Yard in early July 
sporting Armour Yellow carbo dies with 
Tuscan Red roofs and black trucks. All six 
retained their WP initials and numbers (431, 
437, 438, 449, 463 and 478) but were let-

tered Union Pacific and featured safety slo
gans and a UP shield. 

Recent engineering and maintenance-of
way work projects that have been either 
approved or started include the continued 
repainting of all major bridges including the 
impressive Clio Viaduct, west of Portola, 
Calif., the tallest bridge on the Feather River 
route. Bids have not gone out yet, however, 
for repainting of WP's most famous bridge, 
the Keddie Wye trestle. Approval for re
placement of the Spanish-style Winnemucca, 
Nev., depot was received in April, with bids 
closing in early July. 

Elimination of much of the timber linings 
in many of the WP's tunnels will also begin 
soon including the 5,700-foot Tunnel No. 43 
near Sage, Nev., in the Ruby Mountains, the 
third longest tunnel on the WP. Grading is 
also scheduled to start on an extension to the 
setout track at Reno Junction, which is only 
one of the many track improvement projects 
in the UP's 1984 budget, the largest being 
the proposed consolidation of the former 
WP and SP trackage over Altamont Pass and 
through Niles Canyon. SP's onetime alter
nate main line has been out of service as a 
through route for over a year now due to a 
series of slides on the Pass and the Niles 
Canyon trackage sees only occasional local 
service. Eventually SP will be able to operate 
through trains again from Tracy to the Bay 
Area utilizing trackage rights over the UP 
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(WP) between Lathrop and Niles Junction 
(Fremont). Interchange connections at Niles 
Junction and Radum (East Pleasanton) are 
already in place with signaling and circuit 
work currently underway. As part of this 
consolidation project, several underpasses 
will be built in downtown Pleasanton on the 
WP line, eliminating several grade crossings. 
This will necessitate a temporary detour over 
portions of the SP in the Pleasanton area, 
scheduled to begin during late 1984. More 
on this project in future columns. 

Western 
Locomotive News 

Kenneth M. Ardinger 

Anbel Locomotive & Car Rebuild at 
Brownsville, Texas, had the following power 
on hand in late May: ex-Georgia RR NW2s 
901-903, Seaboard Coast Line SW9s 194 and 
198, and SCL slugs 3005, 3008 and 3009. 

Champion International Paper, Pasa
dena, Texas, has acquired an SW9 numbered 
187. This appears to be ex-SCL 187 (nee 
ACL 705) EMD Ser. 14931 built 11/51. 

General Metals at Tacoma, Wash., re
ceived two BN GP35s for scrapping in June: 
BN 2501 (ex-GN 3019) and BN 2506 (ex
GN 3023). 

The Kennecott (Utah) copper mine oper
ation has put its SD40-2s 101-107 into stor
age awaiting a sublease to an unknown party. 

Kennecott Minerals Corp. No. 724, a 
GE 85-ton electric, moved over UP rails to 
Seattle, arriving July 11 bound for the Puget 
Sound rail museum at Snoqualmie Falls, 
Wash. Built in 1929, it bears GE serial num
ber 10868. 

The Promontory Chapter, NRHS, of 
Utah has traded Kennecott RS-2s 729, 731 , 
742 and 70-ton GE No. 776 to a Utah scrap
per in exchange for Utah Railway Nos. 306 
and 401 (as reported elsewhere in this issue). 
All the above units came from the Nevada 
Mines Division of KCC. Original numbers 
are : 722 (101), 729 (108), 731 (107), 742 
(102) and 776 (62). 

Tacoma Belt Line, Tacoma, Wash., has 
received another second-hand SW9, num
bered 1201, which is ex-SCL No. 143 (nee 
ACL No. 661) built 2/51 as EMD serial No. 
13138. 

Texas Crushed Stone, at Houston, 
Texas, has acquired three second-hand 
EMDs; two are reported to be ex-BN NW-2s 
(numbers not yet known). The third is No . 
513, an SW9 (ex-SCL-ACL, numbers not 
yet known). Number 513 is green and white. 

Western Railroad Builders has ac
quired three ex-MILW SD9s from Chrome 
Crankshaft, Silvis, Ill. They were shipped to 
Dry Valley, Idaho, located on a UP branch 
out of Monsanto, Idaho. These are MILW 
500, 508 and 511. 



Muni 

By Don Jewell 

Return of the Cables 

The cable cars are running again III San 
Francisco! On Thursday, June 21, amid a 
gala civic celebration that lasted for four 
days, regular service resumed on all three 
cable car lines. This important day was pre
ceded by several hectic weeks of crew train
ing and last-minute work to complete the 
track and cable machinery on time. Even as 
cable car service started, several related 
projects were still not finished. Streets in 
front of and near the Washington-Mason 
cable car house were still unfinished due to 
construction of the cable machinery vaults 
under those thoroughfares. All these vaults 
and the trackway above them were com
pleted on time, but a strike by concrete team
sters in the Bay Area delayed the finish of 
streets and sidewalks adjacent to the tracks. 
And the cable car house itself was still miss
ing all of its windows. Clear plastic had been 
placed over all 57 window openings to pro
tect the cars and machinery inside, and the 
new windows were to be installed in the near 
future. The window frames for the cable 
house took quite some time to fabricate, 
since only two of the windows in the pre
served car house walls were the same size. 

Some of the cable cars themselves also 
were not ready for opening day. Last Novem
ber Muni shop forces began a major project to 
repair and strengthen the cable car bodies. 
Initially, during the cable car system rehabil
itation major work was not going to be done 
to the cars, except to do truck and wheel 
work and add improved brakes and a more 
efficient lighting system. However, as the 
cars were examined and improvements 
begun at Pier 70, where the cars were being 
stored, serious body deterioration was dis
covered in a majority of the cars. 

An appropriation of$2 million by the City 
in the fall of 1983 provided the funding for 
this car rebuilding. Each car was individually 
inspected, and all wood and panel sections 
were replaced as needed, including repairs to 
the roofs of some cars. The underframes of 
every car received steel reinforcing to 
strengthen the bodies-an item which has 
increased the weight of each car by approxi
mately two tons. The single-end Powell 
Street cars now weigh 15,500 pounds and 
the double-end California Street cars weigh 
in at 16,800 pounds. 

On opening day 34 cable cars of the 40-car 
fleet were ready for service, with the remain
der nearing completion of their repairs and 

repainting. As to the repainting of the Powell 
Street cars, all but one have been painted in 
the new white/maroon/blue colors. Only 
Powell car No. 3 was renewed in the old 
ivory/green paint as a reminder of the pre
vious colors. 

Following the opening day celebrations 
the cable car system ran on its full schedule 
through that weekend, but starting Tuesday, 
June 26, the cable lines were alternately shut 
down for periods of a few hours to a full day 
on one or two lines at a time so that adjust
ments could be made to\the cable machinery 
(and work finished on some of the incom
pleted projects). Full service resumed Satur
day, June 30. After the concrete strike was 
settled, additional construction work was 
performed during the evenings ofJuly 8-12, 
and by Friday, July 13, the cable car system 
was again back in full operation, this time 
hopefully for good! 

1984 Historic Trolley Festival 

Muni's second Historic Trolley Festival 
began with a civic parade up Market Street 
on Thursday, June 7. Eleven streetcars took 
part in the opening ceremony with the 
mayor again at the controls of the first car. 
This year's historic cars include several that 
ran last year-Muni 's " Iron Monsters" Nos. 
1, 130, 178, and PCC 1040, plus Blackpool 
" Boat" No. 226, Hamburg No. 3557, Mel
bourne No. 648, Oporto No. 189 and St. 
Louis Public Service PCC (Muni No. 1128) 
No. 1704. Additional cars appearing this 
year include one from Milan, Italy and Vera 
Cruz, Mexico car No.1, a single-truck, 
open-bench car. The Vera Cruz car broke 
down during the opening day parade and 
had not returned to service as of late July. 
Also, the Milan car was still en route to San 
Francisco in early July and was not expected 
to arrive until about August 1. Muni Boeing
Vertol LRV 1213 is again being used as a 
backup car for the festival, and LRV 1212 
has also received trolley poles to provide an 
additional spare car. 

One other restored Muni PCC returned to 
service in this year's Trolley Festival in July. 
Double-end PCC 1006 was returned to 
Metro Center from storage at Pier 70 during 
early May, where it was cosmetically re
stored to its double-end appearance when it 
was delivered new in 1948 from the builder. 

Another historic car almost made this 
year's festival when Sacramento Northern 
Birney Safety car No. 62 was brought to the 
City from the California Railway Museum at 
Rio Vista in mid-May. After considerable 
testing on Muni rails it was found that car 
62's mainline wheels and deep flanges were 
not compatible with street trackage, espe
cially on the older track on Market Street. 
Birney 62 was reluctantly returned to Rio 
Vista, and Muni No. 178 again returned to 
the City for this year's operations. 

The 1984 Trolley Festival will operate 

Transit 
daily except Tuesday and Wednesday through 
October 1. All double-end cars operate over 
the same route as last year, Transbay Termi
nal to 17th and Castro Streets. Single-end 
cars such as the PCCs and the Hamburg 
3557 have a new route this year, running 
from the Transbay Terminal to 30th Avenue 
and Judah Street on the N-Judah line. 
Special Trolley Festival F-Market Street 
dash signs have been made for the fronts of 
most of the older cars, and new front roll
signs appear on the PCCs as well as the 
Hamburg car. 

Los Angeles 
Transit Prospects 

By Jim Seal 

Wilshire Metro Rail: Even though the 
Urban Mass Transportation Administration 
gave the Metro Rail project a second-place 
ranking based on a revised system of priori
ties that included local financial backing and 
cost effectiveness that included ridership and 
operating costs, a week earlier on May 8 
UMTA denied long-term authorization for 
the full 18-mile line. RTD planners were 
requested to shorten the first phase of the 
project which was to have been 8.8 miles. In 
a June 4th letter to UMTA administrator 
Ralph Stanley, John Dyer, RTD district 
general manager, asked for a Letter ofIntent 
to finance construction of a 4-mile segment. 
This initial increment would cost $1.174 
billion and allow line construction from 
Union Station to Alvarado Street with sta
tions at the Civic Center, 5th and Hill, and 
7th and Flower. Costs also include central 
maintenance yard and control systems. Dyer 
is also requesting a "letter of no prejudice" 
for the remaining 14.6 miles so as not to lose 
the backing of Valley and Hollywood sup
porters who have expressed on occasion their 
concern that the Wilshire line may not reach 
their communities . The June 4th letter was 
also in response to a House Appropriations' 
approval in May of only $117.2 million 
(RTD's scaled-down request was for $234 
million to start construction). 

On June 7, the House boosted the spirits 
of Metro Rail backers by overwhelmingly 
approving the bill sponsored by Rep. Glenn 
Anderson to increase appropriations from 
the nickel gas tax fund of which a penny is 
devoted to mass transit. Included is an addi
tional $200 million for new rail starts-a 
portion of this increase could flow to the 
Metro Rail project if the senate and Presi
dent Reagan adopt this approach. 

One loca1 politician has decided that the 
survivability of the Metro Rail project can be 
exploited in next spring's mayoral race. L.A. 
City Councilman John Ferraro's character
ization of Metro Rail as a "rat hole" is being 
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viewed by some as a move to run for mayor 
by making this rapid transit project a major 
issue in the campaign against incumbent 
Mayor Tom Bradley, a staunch supporter of 
Metro Rail. (Bradley was quick to denounce 
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Ferraro's attack on the project.) Ferraro 
called on the city'S staff to explore the feasi
bility of an alternative 52-mile light rail line 
utilizing existing freeway rights-of-way. The 
study proposal was rejected in the city coun
cil's Transportation and Traffic Committee 
and also in the full city council after four 
hours of debate. The vote of the council rele
gated the LRT proposal to an ongoing study 
of several transit projects. 

Century Freeway LRT Route? In a sur
prise move, the Los Angeles County Trans
portation Commission authorized construc
tion of a $254.5 million LRT line in the 
median of the Century Freeway. This 
l7.5-mile line would connect EI Segundo to 
Norwalk. The commission staff report con
cluded that although a busway alternative 
would serve as many riders and cost about 
$70 million less to build, the LRT line 
would cost about $9 million less to operate 
per year. The fact that the federal govern
ment will pay for the right-of-way as part of 
its 92% commitment greatly influenced the 
vote of the LACTC. 

Metro Rail Debate Continues: In recent 
months, messages from the federal govern
ment concerning Metro Rail funding levels 
have been confusing, leading a coterie of 
public transit detractors to challenge the 
Metro Rail concept and champion buses and 
jitneys as a "cost-effective" alternative to all 
forms of rail transit. As concern grows over 
the financing of a rapid transit system to 
meet the area's future economic growth, the 
Los Angeles Times just completed a six-part 
series entitled, " Metro Rail-Is It Worth 
It?" The articles were an attempt to air all 
sides of the debate, but the oppositionist 
viewpoint dominated the series. Some re
vealing information, however, was presented 
by the Times. Who supports the subway and 
LRT projects? The downtown business 
community is solidly behind these projects. 
John C. Cushman III-developer of Atlantic 
Richfield Plaza, Crocker Center and other 
projects-insists that a complete transporta
tion system includes heavy and light rail for 
a city like Los Angeles, stating, "L.A. can't 
lose its edge because its freeways don't 
work." 

The Metro Rail project alone could elimi
nate 7.9 tons of pollutants a day and would 
cause the reduction of 236,000 daily auto 
trips by 1990; the critics think those are 
insignificant figures . Among those inter
viewed who oppose any form of high capac
ity rail lines was UCLA Professor George 
Hilton who admits to being balled by the 
continuing "drive to build new rail systems." 
Hilton and Marty Wachs of UCLA's School 
of Architecture and Urban Design favor dis
persed development, like Orange County. 
Hilton uses the city of Garden Grove as a 
model of scattered activity with' no central 
core. Despite this fact, the Orange County 
Transportation Commission tried to con
vince voters to approve a 1/2 cent sales tax 
that would include raising $2.5 billion to 
build new freeways and expand Orange 
County's highways which have reached their 

saturation point. 
In preparation for its series, the Times 

hired a nationally recognized consultant to 
review RTD's patronage forecasts for Metro 
Rail. The consultant discovered four defects 
in RTD's mathematical model that would 
tend to overestimate patronage. Although 
this fact could be used by the anti-transit 
pundits, the Times later editorialized that the 
human factor that motivates people to con
centrate themselves into centers of activity 
like downtown Los Angeles despite inade
quate public transportation, "could well ex
pand ridership beyond even the RTD projec
tions." 

Long Beach-Los Angeles LRT Project: 
The LACTC just completed a series of hear
ings along the corridor on their just-released 
Draft Environmental Impact Review of the 
project. A total of 450 people attended the 
hearings (260 people attended the Long 
Beach public hearing on June 27). 108 testi
fied at the six hearings. The city of Los 
Angeles Department of Transportation has 
officially opposed the at-grade Broadway/ 
Spring couplet. Since there was public oppo
sition to the OlympiclNinth Aerial (LA-3) 
alignment, the Flower St. Subway (LA-2) 
alignment will be chosen. The line proceeds 
from 7th St. southerly in a subway; the 
tracks would emerge from a portal between 
11 th and 12th Sts. to continue at grade in 
reserved median in Flower St. At Washing
ton Blvd., the line would turn and continue 
easterly at grade in a reserved median to SP 
(old PE four-track) right-of-way at Long 
Beach Ave. 

The Watts/Willowbrook community was 
opposed to new freight on the Wilmington 
(PE) right-of-way or the diversion of freight 
trains off the San Pedro (SP) branch via 
Santa Ana/Fernwood (West Santa Ana 
branch-PE Santa Ana line) to the Wilming
ton branch. The residents in these communi
ties support the restoration of the old PE 
freight station (103rd St.) for small commer
cial use. A new option for the mid-corridor
a Watts/Compton diversion of freight trains 
-is receiving strong support to be studied as 
a separate supplement to the LACTC draft 
EIR. So far, the Port of Los Angeles, the city 
of Los Angeles Community Redevelopment 
Agency, Los Angeles City Council, and the 
cities of Bell and Huntington Park are sup
porting the Southern California Association 
of Governments' (SCAG) recommendation 
to study a diversion alternative that would 
relocate all through port traffic off the 
Wilmington (ex-PE) branch to the San Pedro 
(SP) branch along Alameda St., north of 
Dominguez. So far the LACTC staff has 
refused to study this option . 

The Long Beach hearings produced the 
most vocal opposition to the proposed align
ments. Most of the comments centered on 
Atlantic Ave., which is 40 feet narrower than 
Long Beach Blvd., the route used by PE, 
which was not studied in the draft EIR due 
to initial opposition from the city manager of 
Long Beach. The Atlantic Ave. two-way 
alignment, however, would demolish up to 



229 homes and apartments occupied by 556 
people, and 80 businesses employing about 
340. The additional costs for condemnation, 
according to LACTC staff, would be about 
$20 million. As in prior hearings in Long 
Beach, the two-way alternative utilizing an 
expanded center median "green" strip was 
articulated by various individuals and orga
nizations. In a surprising move, the city of 
Long Beach is now suggesting that the 
LACTC provide more information on the 
Long Beach Blvd. two-way plan along with 
other options and has dropped support for 
Atlantic Ave. 

A special community meeting has been set 
for July 24 to discuss four new LRT options 
for Long Beach. A concept assessment docu
ment will be released just prior to the meet
ing. The mini-report analyzes four possibili
ties just for Long Beach Blvd. The report 
will state that the boulevard will have to be 
completely reconstructed, which would have 
a considerable impact on the business com
munity during the construction phase. 
Among the other possible new versions is a 
modified river route that would proceed 
down the Los Angeles River to Broadway 
and proceed on elevated structure through 
the new World Trade Center buildings; 
these would be redesigned to accommodate 
the LRT line if approved. Stops would be 
added at Willow St., Pacific Coast Hwy. and 
Anaheim St. As a result of all the contro
versy, the Long Beach business community 
has been attempting to work with other 
community organizations to forge a compro
mise consensus that will benefit the Long 
Beach area. 

San Diego 
Trolley 

By Ralph Forty 

The recent request by the SD&AE for aban
donment of freight service has been denied 
by a federal Interstate Commerce Commis
sion judge. The denial further complicates 
efforts by the MTDB to replace Kyle Rail
ways with RailTex of San Antonio. In the 
meantime, Kyle officials have been ordered 
to continue freight operations in the San 
Diego area on the Lakeside branch and as far 
south as San Ysidro . With only limited oper
ations in the San Diego area, the SD&AE 
Transportation Company lost $102,726 in 
the first quarter of calendar year 1984. 

The resulting decision by the judge has led 
attorneys for the SD&AE, RailTex, and the 
MTDB to meet on mapping out appropriate 
action to obtain ICC approval for the Rail
Tex takeover of freight operations. The 
RailTex takeover application was condi
tioned on the grant of abandonment and/or 
discontinuance authority. The application is 
now being amended in the hope that a re
vised application by RailTex will allow a 

takeover without the necessity of an aban
donment or discontinuance of service certifi
cate. 

Federal funding for the extension of the 
East line continues to be an on-again, off
again affair. A second year funding for the 
Eastern extension (Phase II) was rejected by 
a House Appropriations Subcommittee, 
thereby surprising supporters who had 
thought the $12 million was safe. Reasons 
given by the subcommittee in dropping the 
money at this time from the 1985 Depart
ment of Transportation budget was in an 
UMTA report that the proposed trolley line 
extension would get less ridership than the 
current bus services. Local officials, led by 
Mayor Hedgecock, were once more back "in 
the trenches" fighting for San Diego's 
money. While rejecting the San Diego 
money the subcommittee at the same time 
approved $117 million for the Los Angeles 
subway and $58 million for the San Jose 
LRT line. The mayor stated, "The fight for 
the funding will continue." 

Ridership on the trolley continues to rise. 
During the month of March the fare box 
recovery rate hit an astounding 87.6%, the 
highest ever recorded by any transit opera
tion in North America. Adding other figures 
it brings the current fiscal year .up to 76.8%, 
still astounding. In arriving at the 87.6% 
figure, operating revenue for the period was 
$312,336.06 vs . operating expenses of 
$424,921,01. 

Bidding contracts for construction of the 
Euclid Project (Phase I) of the East line were 
opened on May 11 with the second low bid
der, Herzog Contracting Corporation being 
awarded the contract. The apparent low 
bidder, W.A. Smith Construction Company 
of Miami, was rejected for technical reasons 
dealing with minimum goals for subcontrac
tors. Herzog already has previous experience 
from South line construction and will there
fore be the prime contractor for the Euclid 
extension (4.5 miles) and will construct and 
install all trackwork, bridges, traction power, 
signaling, stations and utility relocation. 
During the same meeting the MTDB Board 
announced its intention (or goal) of opening 
service on the 4.5-mile extension in April 
1986. 

IT'S HERE! 

On May 10 the continuing saga of lone
some 1016 finally came to an end when the 
trucks were returned from a private contrac
tor in Calgary an.d along with the couplers 
were finally placed under the unit. Follow
ing this it was moved from its now famous 
spot alongside the SD&AE Lakeside branch 
at 13th and Commercial back into the yard 
for final work. In related car news, the first 
reported instance of a train leaving the tracks 
at the end of the line happened on May 11. 
An early morning two-car train led by No. 
1004 went off the end at San Ysidro Inter
national station for about 20 feet. The for
ward section went through the fence and 
knocked down the granite border marker 
stationed next to the battery of ticket 
machines . Only the first truck of No. 1004 
was actually off the line. Reverse power was 
used (once again) in bringing the unit back 
on line. Although much television coverage 
was given to the wayward trolley, actual 
damage was relatively minor with only a 
slightly crumpled lower front skirt. 

The following day the 1003 was a victim of 
a wayward auto running a red light at 12th 
Ave. and F St. Once again only minor skirt 
damage although the new auto was totaled. 
In both cases the units were fully repaired 
and back in service within hours. The case of 
the San Ysidro incident is still under 
investigation although news reports indi
cated that the operator "fell asleep at the 
throttle" going from the safety stop to fmal 
stop. Although the trolley has had only 
minor fender benders so far other than the 
10 16, in all reported cases so far it was the 
motorist who was at fault. 

A ceremony was held at 10:30 a.m. on 
June 1 at 13th and Commercial driving the 
first spike and officiaHy opening the begin
ning of East Line (Phase I) construction. 
Although actual construction out Commer
cial Street on the Lakeside branch began in 
the summer after many ups and downs there 
are still more Ihoney fights ahead. Included 
among the notables at the groundbreaking 
activities were Mayor Hedgecock, Dick 
Murphy (Chairman of the MTDB Board) 
and ex-state Senator Jim Mills, the father of 
the San Diego light rail line and strong rail 
advocate. 
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By Barry Herlihy 

No ... it's not 9, -1908, opening day for Edmonton's streetcar system. It's June 10, 
1984, opening day ofp~blic operation of the Edmonton Radial Railway at Fort Edmonton 
Park! The park is a superb re-creation of this Alberta city's heritage over the many decades. 
(TOP) 1908-built car No'. ,1, which helped open the system that year, is restored and operat
ing on Scona Loop at the 1950 Street Junction. A 500-kw substation is in the building at right. 
(ABOVE) Number 1 rumbles along "1905 St." by the Masonic Hall. This section will 
eventually be paved curb to curb; at the tops of the poles are replicas of original arc 
streetlights. -(BOIh) BOB C[;ARK-
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Microcosmic preservation efforts are 
perhaps as important as the macro work of 
the major museums. As a case in point, 
consider the activities of the Cultural Heri
tage Foundation of Southern California 
which, with the support of Pacific Rail
road Society, Orange Empire Railway 
Museum, and other railfan and preserva
tion groups in Southern California, has 
saved, moved and is restoring Southern 
Pacific's Palms, Calif., station. A series 
of silent movie programs over the years has 
netted considerable money to fund restora
tion work. CHF's restoration staff, backed 
by over $7,000 earned in the most recent 
benefit, began in July to install insulation 
and interior siding in the waiting and freight 
rooms of the depot, which will finish restora
tion of the ground floor. 

Ward Kimball, a director of CHF and 
longtime railfan, has used his considerable 
talents in organizing and encouraging the 
benefit programs and in serving as a consult
ant in the restoration work. Ward may be 
remembered for his close association with 
the dixieland group, The Firehouse Five 
Plus Two, and for his years with Disney 
Studios as an artist and a film director. 

When in Los Angeles you should not fail 
to see the Palms depot, which is now located 
in Heritage Square, in the Highland 
Park area, at the Avenue 43 exit on the 
Pasadena Freeway_ It's a handsome addi
tion to the many Victorian structures in 
Heritage Square. 

Upon completion of the restoration work 
later this year, Ward and others will be 
furnishing the interior of the building with a 
considerable collection of railroad artifacts 
and memorabilia. When this has been done, 
the station will closely resemble its late 19th 
century, both inside and out. The building 
will serve as the reception and ticketing 
center for visitors to Heritage Square, and 
ultimately as one of the termini ofa horse or 
electric car line which will travel the length 
of the museum grounds . 

If you live in the Los Angeles area, CHF 
would like to interest you in supporting this 
project. Your contributions of money, mate
rials, labor or artifacts will be welcomed. 
Regular workdays are planned for the fall 
and winter months to complete this project. 
Information may be obtained by writing the 
Cultural Heritage Foundation, atten
tion: Barry Herlihy, Executive Vice 
President, 3800 Homer St_, Los Angeles 
CA 90031. 

D-l. Shelburne of San Jose has supplied 
us with information in response to questions 
posed in recent issues. Dan notes that the 
Porter 2-8-2 mentioned in this column in 
issue 250 was built in February 1924, with 
18x24-inch cylinders, as their job number 
6860. The loco saw service as Flora Log
ging No. 11, in Carlton, Ore., then as 
Carlton & Coast No. 55, and Port of 
Gray's Harbor No.5, Gray's harbor, 
Wash. It was transferred to Carl Schafer, of 
Satsop, Wash., in 1959. 

Dan also notes he is "90 percent" certain 
the mystery Shay which we mentioned in 



the same issue is Arcata & Mad River No. 
7, as we reported in August. Locomotive 
Notes No. 90 of June 1970, published by 
Roy Linscott, Jr., discloses that No. 7 is 
Lima 3014, built in November 1918, with 
llxl2-inch cylinders, and 32-inch drivers. 
The 50-ton loco served as Lamson Logging 
Co. No.1, Barco, Wash., and Northern 
Redwood Lumber Co. No.7, Arcata 
(Arcata & Mad River) from 1942 until put 
on display in Arcata in 1957. It was placed in 
AM&R excursion service in 1969. 

Newly heard from this issue is the Gulf 
Coast Chapter, NRHS, which has sent us 
a special edition of their newsletter, Gulf 
Coast Railroading. They may be contact
ed at Box 457, Houston TX 77001. We've 
mentioned their museum, the Gulf Coast 
Transportation Museum, in previous issues. 
From the photos they have supplied, the 
museum appears well worth a visit. The 
museum is located at 7390 Mesa Road, 
Houston. 

Pacific Locomotive Association's 
Castro Point (Richmond, Calif.) location is 
doomed and PLA is being forced to find a 
new site. At press time, the best site appears 
to be the SP's Niles Canyon line which is 
up for abandonment. (SP has moved its oper
ations to the parallel UP [WP] line through 
the canyon and Altamont Pass.) [Nor Cal 
"Railfan."] 

As noted in the last issue, steam returned 
to the Cal Western. The efforts of the 
Mendocino Railroad Society have been suc
cessful in getting steam back on the rails. For 
$18,000 raised by the Society, Cal Western 
operated loco No. 45 in regular service on 
Thursdays and Fridays for the 12 weeks of 
the· summer season. 

To the southeast, at Railtown, it appears 
the Friends of the Sierra Railroad, Inc., 
may be successful in saving the Sierra Rail
road branch from Standard to Tuolumne, 
site of the West Side and Cherry Valley 
lumber road, now dormant. The Friends ran 
an excursion over part of the line in May and 
plan another, similar run in October (see 
"Excursions, Events, Meetings" section). 
Unfortunately, during the May excursion 
the train was attacked by a cutthroat gang 
of train robbers who relieved passengers of 
more than $200 in cash. These villains were 
captured, however, after a brief gun battle 
(in which no one was injured) whereupon 
they prudently turned over the loot to the 
Friends as a contribution to the purchase 
fund. 

Tacoma Chapter, NRHS "Train
sheet" brings news that the Promontory 
Chapter, NRHS, has acquired two diesel 
locomotives through a trade. In return for 
former Kennecott Copper RS-2 Nos. 729, 
731 and 742 and GE-Cooper Bessemer No. 
776, the museum effort got ex-Utah Rail
way Nos. 306 and 402. 

MENTION 
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When Answering Ads 

Number 306 was the only ALCo model 
RSD-5 the road ever owned. It was pur
chased new in 1951. No. 401 was acquired 
secondhand from Santa Fe (former ATSF 
No. 9823) and was one of the ALCo model 
RSD-15s commonly called "Alligators" due 
to their distinctive long chopped-nose pro
file . 

Promontory had originally acquired the 
Kennecott units for future trade and not for 
inclusion in their collection. 

To the north, the Alberta Pioneer Rail
way Association publication, "The Marker," 
reports the commencement of streetcar 
operation at Fort Edmonton Park on 
June 10, 1984. Members of the Edmonton 
Radial Railway Society have worked dili
gently for more than six years to see this 
phase of a dream come true. Working from a 
shop at the fort, built as an enlarged replica 
of the Strathcona streetcar barn, the Society 
has overhauled restored car No. 1. The car 
now operates on its own double track in 
1905, 1920 and 1950 Streets, turning on 
McKernan loop off 1885 and 1905 Streets 
and on Scona loop at the car barn adjacent to 
the park entrance. The car adds a very realis
tic touch to the streets along which it travels. 

As this issue is being printed, Preservation 
editor, Barry Herlihy, is off to tour preserva
tion work in California, the Pacific North
west, and Western Canada. As he left we 
heard him mutter something to the effect he 
would have to create some news if there con
tinued to be so little to report. With this 

OMI-

attitude, we do hope he'll survive his journey 
and return with much news (the reported 
variety, not the made-up kind) and photos 
for our next issue. 

Five acquisitions by the Orange Empire 
Railway Museum, Perris, Calif., have 
been announced. Four are partial or fairly 
complete freight cars that sat out of doors at 
the old Columbia studio ranch in Burbank, 
and the fifth is ex-Pacific Electric box 
motor No. 1498, which was retired as a 
public exhibit at the city of Los Angeles' 
"Travel Town" display at Griffith Park. It 
has suffered three decades of outside storage 
and battering by children. Footings are com
plete and erection has begun on an all-steel 
70x275-foot carbarn. 

After 35 Years 

TROXEL MODELS 
IS MOVING! 

(Right Around the Corner) 

After August 20 
Our New Address is: 

4319 West 2nd St_ 
(Near Western) 

Los Angeles, CA 90004 
Same Phone : 382-6626 

Leadership in Scale Model Trains 

Look to Overland Models 
for qual ity and reasonable 
prices. Send a stamped, self
addressed #10 envelope for 
a complete list of our 
locomotives, MofW, 
revenue cars, cabooses and 
structures. We serve the in
dustry in 0, 5, HO and N 
scales. Specify the scale of 
your interest. 
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WHITHER CAL TRAIN? Debate over the long
term future of the SPICaltrans rail commute line between 
San Francisco and San Jose has moved into the legislative 
halls of Sacramento. A resolution sponsored by state 
Senator John Foran (D-S.F.) calls for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission to study three alternatives: 1. 
Extending BART to the airport and then south to San 
Jose. 2. Extending BART to the airport and a light rail 
line from there to San Jose. 3. Converting the entire SP 
line to light rail which would connect both with Muni in 
downtown San Francisco and the new Guadalupe light 
rail system in San Jose. None of these choices envisions 
continuation of the SP/Caltrans commute trains in their 
present form. Nevertheless, Caltrans has both new locomo
tives and cars on order ... BART's board has approved a 
tentative $150 million budget for next year that will add 
one new rush-hour train each to the Concord and 
Fremont lines, and double-deck some parking lots. 
RANKING THE RAILS: U.S. Department of Transpor
tation is now taking competing applications for federal 
construction money as a guide for funding. The "most 
cost-effective" projects include Los Angeles' Metrorail, 
a proposed trolley bus subway in Seattle and two 
Houston busways. Detroit's planned Woodward Ave. light 
rail line also was ranked; but rejected as non-cost-effective 
was San Diego's East trolley line and a St. Louis line. 
Congress mayor may not follow these recommendations 
when doling out money. 

SAN JOSE STANDOFF: An old-fashioned grade 
crossing dispute between Southern Pacific and the new 
Guadalupe Corridor light rail line may be in the 
making. SP is demanding an underpass at First and Bassett 
streets at the north end of San Jose where the railroad and 
the trolley would cross. Santa Clara County officials say 
this would cost $12 million extra and delay the project for 
six months . .. Marin County supervisors and Golden 
Gate Bridge directors are interested in buying a portion of 
the Northwestern Pacific right-of-way between San 
Rafael and Ignacio for transit use. The NWP said it would 
sell this part, and perhaps even share its retained track 
north to Santa Rosa for a commuter line. No decision has 
been made as to whether the path would be used for light 
rail or a busway. FALLEN INTERURBAN FLAG: 
Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railroad abandoned its 
1O.6-mile line between Santa Rosa and Graton, Calif., on 
June 17. The former electric interurban was 81 years old 
. .. The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency has okayed a 
$259 million growth proposal for the next 20 years which 
includes a proposed light rail system . .. Light rail 
construction has reached downtown Portland, Ore. Two 
major downtown streets were closed on July 2 for installa
tion of trackwork. Work on the entire line is now under-
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way. DIRT FLIES IN SACRAMENTO: Sacramento 
Transit Development Agency issued a notice to proceed on 
construction of the Northeast line on June 25 with the 
apparent low bidder a satisfying 12% under the engineer's 
estimate. 

WINDY CITY DOINGS: Chicago Transit Authority 
officials planned a September opening for the last leg of 
the O'Hare Airport rapid transit line. The 7.9-mile 
extension of the Northwest line is already in partial 
operation, handling an extra 50,000 riders daily . .. CTA 
has let the first construction contract on the initial leg of a 
$60 million subway connecting the State Street tube with 
the Dan Ryan line. The new link will drop down from 
the present Ryan route just north of the Chinatown station 
and link up with the State Street line at 13th St. This 
would permit through-routing of Howard and 95th trains, 
correcting a serious imbalance on the system (Richard 
Kunz). MIAMI JOINS THE CLUB: Miami's elevated 
Metrorail opened on May 20, when between 100,000 and 
150,000 people rode for free in four, 4-car trains. 
However, only 3,500 revenue passengers were tallied on 
Monday, May 21. Low figure is because the key Civic 
Center station is not yet open ... With little national 
publicity, plans are proceeding for a light rail line linking 
East St. Louis, St. Louis and populous western suburbs. 

PHILLY WANTS TROLLEYS: City of Phi lade 1-
phia, spearheaded by new Mayor Wilson Goode, has come 
out strongly for retention of streetcars on the five surface 
lines in North Philadelphia. Both cars and infastructure 
are in dire condition, but under city pressure SEPTA may 
well move for early rehabilitation and new cars . . . 
SEPTA has advanced on another front with planned Labor 
Day opening of the four-track Center City Tunnel, 
linking ex-Reading and PRR electric suburban lines. Sadly, 
this means the end of train service into venerable Reading 
Terminal trainshed. LRVs IN THE BIG APPLE? 
Manhattan may get a $50 million, privately funded light 
rail line along 42n<1 Street if plans of private developers 
are approved by Mayor Koch and the city. Interestingly, 
42nd Street long had streetcars, but not trolleys (the line 
was a conduit operation) . . . The new Breda rapid transit 
cars in Washington, D.C., are numbered 2000-2075 and 
3000-3017. The last 18 cars of the recent order have 
chopper control, hence the break in numbers. MORE 
NUMBERS: The 52 new articulated streetcars for 
Toronto will be numbered 4600-4651 ... Jim 
Graebner, head of the Santa Clara County Transportation 
Agency in San Jose for the past six years, is leaving 
November 1. He worked hard for San Jose's new light rail 
system and is president of the American Public Transit 
Assn. 



Same place-35 years apart. Tiny Northern Pacific No. 1111 
strains to pull a long string of cars around the curve at the So. 
21st St. bridge in Tacoma, Wash., in 1949. In 1984 leads to the 
Union Station (lower left) are being removed as an indication of 
its loss of use for Amtrak trains. 
-(1949 view) WILL WHITTAKER 
- (1984 view) KENNETH G. JOHNSEN 

Right: Seattle and Northern Coast Extra 102 east eases down the 
hill into Port Townsend, Wash., on June 28, 1984. The shortline 
had declared Chapter 11 bankruptcy a few days earlier, and was 
to lose its ICC operating authority on June 30. 
-JOHN C. ILLMAN 
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Above: A Memorial Day special sails down 
the west slope of Sherman Hill, near Red 
Butte, behind Challenger No . 3985 on May 
27, 1984. It heads toward Laramie, some 
12 miles distant. -JAY WILLIAMS 

Turning onto Pine St. from N. 6th Ave., 
Yakima Valley Transportation Co. motor 
No. 297 heads for the UP interchange in 
that Washington community in 1979. On 
July 5, Union Pacific announced the 
donation of the electric locomotive, 
originally Glendale & Montrose No. 22, to 
Orange Empire Railway Museum at 
Perris, Calif. - JIM WA LKER 

Visual variety on Western railroads dimin
ishes on the main lines with recent and 
planned megamergers, so we turn to the 
shortlines such as the McCloud River 
Railroad for different hues. Its SD38 No. 
38 sports a recent livery at McCloud, 
Calif., in August 1983. - VIC R. RE YNA 

Opposite: It was a gala day as Municipal 
Railway cable cars 55 and 59 pass at Cali
fornia and Stockton Streets on June 3, 
1984, opening day for the rebuilt Cal Cable 
route. -VIC F. REYNA 

Opposite: Flanked by (I.) San Francisco 
Municipal Railway No. 1128 (painted as St. 
Louis Public Service No. 1704) and Muni 
Type B No. 130, at East Bay Terminal, 
Sacramento Northern Birney Safety Car 
No . 62 had a one-day test for the 1984 
Historic Trolley Festival. Its railroad
profile wheels were found to be in com
patible with the street railway trackage 
and it was returned to its home at Bay 
Area Electric Railroad Association' s 
California Railway Museum at Rio Vista 
Junction. -KARL J OHNSON 
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BOOKS 
MINING TOWN TROLLEYS: A History 
of Arizona's Warren-Bisbee Railway by 
Richard V. Francaviglia. 48 pages, 81h x II 
inches. Available from Copper Queen Pub. 
Co., PO Drawer 48, Bisbee AZ 85603. $6.50 
plus $1 postage. 

The ironies of its existence stretch credu
lity. Its only serious accident came when an 
open car loaded with 60 mourners on the 
way to a funeral ran away down the steep 
grade of Tombstone Canyon. Its most seri
ous service interruption was the result of a 
flood in this arid land which destroyed much 
of the trackage in Mule Canyon. 

There wouldn't have been much need at 
all for the Warren-Bisbee Railway had not 
old Bisbee itself been located where the 
steep, rocky slopes of Tombstone Canyon 
and Brewery Gulch meet. The cramped 
space, usually overhung with sulphurous 
smoke from copper smelting, brought the 
creation of Warren, a company town six 
miles away where life for the miners and 
their families might include some amenities. 

Richard Francaviglia, now director of the 
Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum, tells 
the story of this remote "streetcar line" (as 
the natives called it) with relish and enthusi
asm. His exhaustive bibliography is testi
mony to the thoroughness and accuracy of 
his research. The photographs, 29 of them, 
include nearly everyone known of the sub
ject; two panoramic foldouts rank among the 
masterpieces of Western photography. 

. JAMES KINGMAN 

RAILS IN THE SHADOW OF MT. 
SHASTA, by John R. Signor. Howell-North 
Books, Darwin Publications, 850 N . Holly
wood Way, Burbank, CA 91505.262 pages, 
300 photos, 32 maps. $27.50. 

Rails in (he Shadow, a recent reissue of a 
popular Howell-North book, covers the 
story of the Southern Pacific's main route 
through the Cascade and Siskiyou Moun
tains in southern Oregon and northern Cali
fornia . The book covers the railroad and its 
trains from its construction down to about 
1981 . This important route connects north
ern California with Portland and the rest of 
the northwest via the original Gerber to 
Ashland line, and via the lower graded 
Natron Cutoff built in the 1920s from Weed 
north to Klamath Falls. Although concen
trating on the SP and the Siskiyou line, 
much material is also published on connect
ing shortline and industrial railways. The 
sheer variety of these lines was a surprise, 
covering not only the expected logging lines, 
but also iron ore and copper mining. This 
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book is a rnus( for the Southern Pacific 
enthusiast, containing not only pictures and 
data of this important link in the system, but 
also presenting additional supplemental 
material, such as excellent maps, train regis
ters and other supplementary material. 

This book was originally published in 
1981 by Howell-North when the firm was 
owned by Minnesota interests. At the time of 
publication, the parent company was in 
bankruptcy, and would only allow enough 
resources to print 900 copies of this book. 
One result was that the demand for the book 
outstripped the supply, and many would-be 
purchasers were unable to obtain a copy. In 
1982, Howell-North was sold to Darwin of 
Burbank, and one of its first priorities was to 
reprint this book, for which we can all be 
thankful. The reprint appears to be identical 
to the original version except for a new 
painting on the cover by author Signor (the 
old printing had a dark F7 "Black Widow" 
picture, while the new one is of a PA set in 
"Daylight" colors). 

-Po ALLEN COPELAND 

PIKE'S PEAK TROLLEYS, by Morris 
Cafky and John A. Haney. 101 pages, 
81hxll h

. Available from Century One Press, 
2325 East Platte Ave., Colorado Springs CO 
80909. $16.95 soft cover or $22.95 auto
graphed hardbound edition. 

From the first photograph, a beauty by the 
preeminent master of Rocky Mountain 
photography, William H . Jackson, to the 
awesomely complete bibliography, this vol
ume is a first-rate study of the trolleys that 
from 1887 to 1932 graced the streets of 
Colorado Springs and its suburbs . 

The expected nuts and bolts of a carefully 
prepared history are here: maps of the horse 
car lines and the electrics; a thorough and 
detailed equipment roster in both descriptive 
and tabulated format; and a large collection 
of over 100 well-chosen, well-reproduced 
photos. 

And the facts are refreshingly delivered in 
a light, pleasant style with dozens of enter
taining anecdotes of life with the trolleys. 
Few trolley histories have ever made such 
good reading. Perhaps this is because the 
subject itself is so interesting. 

The prime reason for building a horse car 
line connecting Colorado Springs with its 
western neighbor, Colorado City, was the 
fact that Colorado Springs' founder, General 
William Jackson Palmer, had written into all 
deeds that liquor was not to be sold on the 
property. Colorado Springs was dry; Colo
rado City was very, very wet with over 30 
saloons plus the requisite gambling halls and 

brothels. The authors claim that this made 
for rough usage of the cars! 

What gives pictures of the scrupulously 
maintained equipment a special quality is the 
unique setting. The Antlers Hotel is the 
background for many downtown scenes; the 
Cliff House at Manitou on the western ex
treme of the system evokes memories of the 
gilded age; and always towering in the back
ground is the glory of Pike's Peak. 

While the maps are a bit hard to read and 
the Birneys receive fewer photos than their 
extensive use would warrant, all those who 
relish Colorado railroading will find this a 
book of great appeal; the trolley fans should 
be in ecstasy. JAMES KINGMAN 

THE TULE BREAKERS: THE STORY 
OF THE CALIFORNIA DREDGE, by 
John Thompson and Edward A. Dutra. 370 
pages, 138 full-page photos, 14 full-page 
illustrations, 17 tables, 8 maps . Available 
from The Westerners, University of the 
Pacific, Stockton, CA 95211. Price $49, tax 
and postage included. 

When, with no advance warning, Jim 
Walker sent a copy of this book for review I 
did the same double-take you are doing now. 
A friend took one long look and in an awed 
voice could only say, "Dredgeful!" But read 
on, this is a great book about a subject any 
railfan would have no trouble working up a 
real enthusiasm for. 

The San Joaquin and Sacramento Rivers 
meet in a giant, swampy delta region where 
river water and tidal inflows merge, a wet
lands of bull rushes and other annuals indica
tive of excellent soil. All that was required to 
create fine farmland was to dredge channels 
to drain the area and to raise levees to 
prevent flooding . From the 1850s to the 
present this vast work of reclamation and 
flood control has gone forward, largely 
accomplished by a Rube Goldberg-like levia
thon known as the long-boom clamshell 
dredge. Certainly nothing so utilitarian in 
appearance has ever floated, even in a 
swamp, but their efforts have literally 
changed the face of a huge piece of Cali
fornia. 

John Thompson is a professor of geogra
phy while Edward Detra not only owns a 
dredge but his fascination with these mon
sters has led him to establish the Rio Vista 
Dredging Museum. Together they have deep 
expertise on both the setting and the work
ings of dredges, and their writing reflects a 
real love of the subject. 

For most it will be the photos that sell this 
book. Something over 135 dredges have 
worked the Delta and about half of them 
appear in these pages. The variety of work 
they did will surprise as will the variety of 
views showing them moving through locks, 
fighting to repair a broken levee, and even 
catching on fire. 

A glossary helps to make it all intelligible; 
there's tabulated data on all known dredges 
which worked the Delta; and histories of the 
many dredging companies. 

-JAMES KINGMAN 
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MAGAZINE BINDING. PacIfic News beauti
fully bound in hard covers with PVC leather
cloth, gold lettering and silk headbands. Specifi
cation and cloth samples: Centennial Bookbind
ing, Box FII0-41 , 224 H St, Blaine WA 98230. 

252-253 

OUT-OF-PRINT RAILROAD BOOKS. Poors 
Manuals, Official Guides, timetables and other 
railroadiana for sale. Please send $1 for large cata
log . We also offer a free book search service and 
we buy railroad book collections. The Baggage 
Car, 128 Lake Dr. E. , Wayne NJ 07470. 252 

QUALITY DUPLICATES of Kodak 35mm 
color slides. 20 slides per set, only $8. Sets incl . 
AT&SF passenger, AT&SF freight, Katy, Rock 
Island, Frisco, KCS and Rio Grande. List & sam
ple $1. Trackside Slides, Dept. PN, 245 S.E. 
Robin Rd, Bartlesville OK 74006. 252-253 

PASSENGER CARRYING miniature trains. 
7'14" to 24" gauges. Parts, wheels, partly built 
steam locos. Trains to 200-passenger hauling 
capacity-steam, gas. Ride your steam train 
hobby like Casey Jones. Details $5. "Trains," 222 
S. Main St., Attleboro MA 02703. 252-253 

FOR SALE: Black & white photos of trolleys 
and interurbans mostly taken 1944 to 1955. Send 
$3 for detailed computerized list (2,300 scenes) & 
sample . Scholes Photos, Dept PN, 1423 Kelvin 
Court, Cincinnati OH 45240. 252 

"AMERICAN LOCOMOTIVES 1871-1881," 
limited edition 224 of 1000 by Hardy, 1950, for 
$100; "The 1871 Grant Locomotive Works Cata
log," limited edition 1070 of 1500 by Ferrell for 
$35; " Locomotives and Locomotive Building in 
America," edition 1118 of 1250 by Howell-North 
for $35; "Locomotives of the Dickson Mfg. Co.," 
copy 61 of 1000 by Best for $35; " Jane's World 
Railways 1954-55 for $65. Herb Cearley, 6751 E. 
9th St., Long Beach CA 90815 . 252 

ORIGINAL RED CAR SLIDES, before aban
donment . $2 ea: LAMTA 1536, 37, 38, 43. $3 ea: 
MCL 313,18,410,23,36. $2 ea. LAMTA yeliow 
PCCs 3078, 81, 3099, 3128, 56. $3 ea. LATL 
non-PCC (H3) 1421, 36, 43, 46, 50. 7-day cash 
refund privilege. Herb Cearley, 6751 E. 9th St., 
Long Beach CA 90815. 252 

MOUNT SHASTA HOBBY. One of Califor
nia's largest mail order hobby shops . We carry 
over 65 fine model railroading lines. HO, Nand 
o scale our specialty. For list send $1 and SASE 
(large) envelope to P.O. Box 987, Mt. Shasta CA 
96067. 252-253 

ARRIVING IN NOVEMBER: Volume Two of 
Matthews' NORTHERN CALIFORNIA RAIL
ROADS. SP Coast and Shasta routes, Bieber line, 
NWP, branch and short lines, st reamliners, Oak
land Pier, ferryboats. Hardbound 8xll album, 
about 220 pp, interpretive text, lavish use of 
color, many b&w. Tentative price $45. Vol. One, 
including Valley, Sierra, desert, electrics, std. 
psgr. trains, available now at $45 (old tariff under
estimated color cost) from Sundance Publications, 
250 Broadway, Denver CO 80203. 252 

WANTED to buy negatives of SFM, MSR, KS, 
EBT, SP, WP, SP&S, SSW, NP, GN, and all 
mainline electrics. Write to: Vic F. Reyna, PO 
Box 568, San F ram:\'Scl:l c.1\ qA 10 1. 251 -253 

Extra Board Ads 
BACK ISSUES of Pacific News. Many are still 
available! Send a self-addressed long stamped 
envelope for list. Pacific News, P.O. Box 6128, 
Glendale CA 91205. 

WANTED to buy negative collections of Western 
traction and steam. Write to: Vic F. Reyna, PO 
Box 568, San Francisco CA 94101. 25 1-253 

RAILROAD LOGO and engine, belt buckles, 
key rings, watch fobs, jewelry, coffee mugs, 
patches and thermometers . Over 275 designs to 
choose from. All in color. Free illus. catalog, or 
send $3.50 for sample key ring and catalog. 
Dealers' inquiries welcome. Hoover's Mfg. Co., 
P.O. Box 516P, Peru IL 61354. 246-257 

WANTED Kodachrome slides to buy of both 
roster and action of all SP, SSW 7300, 7400, 
7500, 7700, 7800, 8200, 8400, 8800, 8900, 5100. 
Please no front coupled or poor lighting. Write 
to: Vic F. Reyna, PO Box 568, San Francisco CA 
94101. 251 -253 

NEGATIVE TRADER WANTED. I have SP, 
SSW, AT&SF, BN, UP, 2'/. B&W negatives to 
trade for same . If you are interested in trading on 
a regular basis please write to: Vic F. Reyna, PO 
Box 568, San Francisco CA 94101. 251 -253 

FOR SALE: A few Southern Pacific and Louis
ville & Nashville coach car seats, lights, ashtrays, 
and mirrors left. Everything must go. Great for a 
train room, or a hobby, family or game room. All 
prices reduced. 17251 Archwood St., Van Nuys, 
CA 91406. 252-254 

"COLORADO'S MOUNTAIN RAILROAD." 
New, completely rev ised, I-volume edition, 
8'hxll hardbound. 384 pages, 650 rare photos-
59 in full color-200 railroads. Short histories of 

. all companies, plus year-by-year story of the Rio 
Grande System. Steam locomotive lists for every 
company, with origin, builders' CINs, renumber
ing, rebuilding, disposition info . Photos selected 
especially for modelers; text written for histor
ians; an incredible treasury of information for all 
railfans! Order your autographed copy from the 
author, and receive 5 additional color prints. $49, 
postpaid, immediate delivery. Le Massena, 1795 
S. Sheridan Blvd., Denver CO 80226. 252-257 

SACRAMENTO STREETCARS, Ca. 1920, 
map . Shows all local car & bus routes plus inter
urban lines & steam railroads . Includes pictures 
of equipment in service at the time. 12"xI6", 
mailed flat. Robert W. Blymyer, 1500 - 60th Av., 
Sacramento CA 95822. 252 

BLEDSOE'S RAILROAD SLIDES. Best of 
series limited run 35mm R.R. slide sets. All 
slides are fir st quality duplications from best 
originals of the Mike Bledsoe R.R: slide collec
tion. Send $1 fo r list & sample. Box of 20 -
$7, Box of 40 - $12. Mike Bledsoe, 1' .0. Box 
604, Manchaca TX 78652. 243-254 

FREIGHT CAR ENTHUSIASTS: New quar
terly publication FREIGHT CARS JOURNAL. 
Exploring the fascinating history and diversity of 
railway freight cars. Design and Technical Evolu
tion, Modeling, Rosters, Data Collection and 
exchange. News, Operations, photos, drawings. 
All eras, ANY road. $10 payable to MTTHS, 
send to David Casdorph, P.O. Box 1458, Mon
roviaCA91016. 251-252 

SLIDES of Mopac, BN, CS, SP and over 75 
other roads . $1 brin$s sample and list. Louisiana 
Railroad Company, Box 640081P, Kenner LA 
70064. 252-254 

1985 NORTHWEST RAILROAD WALL 
CALENDAR. Full color cover and 18 duotone 
photos of bygone scenes. $5.00 postpaid. (Pre
vious years '84-'83-'8 1-'80-'78 $2.00 each.) Inland 
Empire Railway Historical Society, Box 5334, 
Spokane WA 99205. 252-253 

RAILROAD RADIO SCANNERS- Car 
Mobile and Hand Held-Electra Bearcat, Mid
land and Pace. Several models in stock from 
$99.50 to $169.50. Crystals for most western rail
roads in stock at $5.00 each. Stop or write for 
your railroad-radio needs. Iron Horse Hobbies, 
3529 Clayton Rd, Concord CA 94519. 246tf 

1984 LOUISIANA WORLD'S FAIR 
DAYLIGHT CREW SHIRTS. High quality 
Hanes golf shirt as worn by the staff of the 
LWFD. Shirt features the 4-color Daylight logo 
on the upper left chest. Men's sizes XL, L, M, S 
in red, white, navy, royal, black, light blue & 
silver. $14.00 + $2.00 s&h. Cash, checks or M.O. 
only-no credit cards. Allow 6 weeks. ZACK's, 
20845 N.W. Lapine Way, Portland OR 97229. 

252-253 

FOR SALE: 1940s public timetables, over 350 
like new issues are available . List for SASE. 
Relive the war years with these gems . Bob 
McVay, 414 N Mildred, King City CA 93930. 
Also available are PERy system and line public 
and employee timetables. 252 

STEAM TRAIN SOUNDS AND SIGHTS. 
Stereo Cassette- full 60 min. $4.90 ppd. Video
tape (VHS)-full 2 hrs. $29 .00 delivered. Several 
programs, send for free catalog. Brass bells from 
miniature to full size priced from $8. Ramos Cor
poration, 128 W Harris Av, Salt Lake City UT 
84115. 250-252 

STRUCTURE PLAN BOOK, Book One, 
includes designs for stations, various industrial 
buildings, main street buildings and a dwelling. A 
total of fourteen different structures for the model 
railroad. $5.95 postpaid. Richard Ferencz, 2313 
Milford Dr., Bethel Park PA 15102. 249-252 

NEW ZEALAND RAILFAN TOUR. Nov. 7th 
departure. Extra special. North and South Islands, 
steam train, photo runs, rail museums. 25 days. 
From $2,266 from Pacific Coast. Contact: Adven
ture Travel, 9021 Pacific Ave., Tacoma W A 98444. 
Phone: (206) 531-1757. 252 

COPPER CANYON RAILFAN TOUR. Oct. 
17th departure. 4 days, 3 nights. Includes Amtrak 
San Diegans, San Diego Trolley, R .T . Los 
Mochis/Chihuahua. From $615 from Seattle in
cluding air. Costs from other cities quoted on 
request. Adventure Travel, 9021 Pacific Ave., 
Tacoma, WA. Phone: (206) 531-1757. 252 

PACIFIC NEWS reserves the right to 
refuse any listings. Ads cannot be acknowl
edged, nor can proof copies be sent. Closing 
date is 20th of 3rd month before issue date. 
Count all numbers, name and address, but 
not ZIP code. RATES: 10¢ a word, $4.00 
minimum. Payment in advance. Inquire for 
discounts on 6 or more times repeated ads. 
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- 3 GREAT RAILBOOKS FOR YOU! 
IN 1935 THEY WERE STILL SAYING that the Diesel locomotive was 
no match for modern steam power. They were wrong, for by that mid
Depression year decades of development had brought the Diesel to 
the brink of success. And that development was wrought not so much 
by mighty Electro-Motive but by such old-line steam power builders as 
Alco and Baldwin and by traditional railroad suppliers General Elec
tric, Westinghouse and Ingersoll-Rand. 

One man whose railroad career spanned the emerging Diesel age was 
John F. Kirkland, a New York Central-trained engineer who set up and 
ran the first Diesel locomotive manufacturing department for Baldwin . 
A keen observer of the entire industry, Mr. Kirkland set it all down , and 
his new book-complete with more than 200 rare photos-tells the 
definitive story of the years of Diesel locomotive development up to 
1937. You'll see the process that led from Dr. Diesel's first calculations 
to the first Burlington Zephyr, and beyond. And when you are finally 
able to put down Dawn of the Diesel Age, you'll understand what 
happened to so profoundly change American Railroading. 

DAWN OF THE DIESEL AGE (Special 80). 204 pp, 240 photos including full color jacket 
by Larry Fisher, 8'1zx11" hardbound. $2995 
ISBN 916374·52·1 (add $1 .50 posUhdl). 

FOR THREE DECADES tourists ascended the steep slopes of Marin County's 
Mount Tamalpais on trains pulled by beefy geared steam locomotives. From Mill 
Valley, 281 curves made 42 complete circles in 8 112 miles of track! From the 
lofty summit you could ride the unique gravity cars, gasping at the breath
taking scenery on the way down to beautiful Muir Woods. This mountain 
railway has a story to tell-and in this new and enlarged edition Ted Wurm and 
AI Graves spell it out, the trials and tribulations, the good times and the bad . 
The original book, published nearly 30 years ago and long out of print, has 
been doubled in both text and illustration, and also contains sca le drawings 
of nearly every type of motive power and rolling stock. 

CRDDKEDEST RAILWAY IN THE WORLD (Trans·Anglo No. 263), 132 pp, 216 photos plus 3 maps 
and 16 scale drawings, hardbound, 8'hx11", original oil painting on jacket. $2495 
ISBN 87046·063·3 (add $1.1 0 posUhdl.) 

ELECTRIC 
RAILWAY 
PIONEER 

EARLY IN THIS CENTURY, the Northwestern Pacific Railroad pioneered elec· 
tric suburban service for commuters in Marin County, across the Bay from San 
Francisco. The line introduced the block signal and power system designs that 
made modern rapid transit possible. Still , NWP electrics maintained a rustic 
charm-wooden, open·platform cars connecting with the ferries at the Sausa· 
lito dock-and they (and the newer aluminum cars) carried the commuters 
faithfully until done in by the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge. Now you can 
read about it in this brand new and lavishly illustrated book by historian Harre 
Demoro. 

ELECTRIC RAILWAY PIONEER (Special 84) 136 pp, 154 photos, 8'1zx11", hardbound, dust 
jacket. $24 95 
ISBN 916374·55·6 (add $1.10 posUhdl.) 

RECENTLY, authors John F. Kirkland and Edmund Keilty were nominated for this year 's prestigious Rail
road History Award, sponsored by The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society. Kirkland's Dawn of the 
Diesel Age and Keilty's Doodlebug Country were both published by Interurban Press, the only publisher to 
have two books in the nominations this year. A signal honor for Kirkland and Keilty-and for Interurban 
Press , too! 

California residents please add 6% sales tax (6 Y2 % in L.A. County). 


