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The Last of 
the Great Stations 

50 Year Anniversary 
FROM WEDNESDAY, May 3 to Friday, May 5,1939, Los Angeles 
staged one of the biggest extravaganzas in its history to celebrate 
the opening of its new Union Station. 

The festivities began with a parade down Alameda Street. 
More than half a million people showed up for the parade, and 
many of them were so unchecked in their enthusiasm that it took 
police 40 minutes to clear them from the street so the parade 
could proceed. Los Angeles had campaigned long and hard for 
this station, and it was determined that its opening would not go 
by without a proud roar. 

The city, after all, had acquired the status of a major city in a 
remarkably shon time, and was therefore especially eager to 
possess the kind of railroad gateway that had become an estab
lished feature of older cities of similar size. 

Although the structure that resulted was considerably less 
imposing than many of its predecessors, it nevertheless was 
conceived with an eye to opulence, and owed its more modest 
proportions to the style of architecture wished upon it by the city 
fathers who then, unlike today, regarded their city as primarily a 
center of tourism. For this reason, they wanted a station that 
would express the region's more marketable characteristics
including its Spanish heritage, its year-round climate and, above 
all, its mystique. The irony is that by the time the station became 
a reality, there were already individuals speculating that this train 
station might be the last of its kind to be built in America. 

It was. 
Now, on the eve of the 50th Anniversary of the station, Inter

urban Press has prepared an updated and enlarged edition of its 
highly acclaimed book, The Last of the Great Stations. It's a must 
for all fans of railroads, railroad station architecture, and Southern 
California; covering predecessor stations, the battle for the station, 
opening day, subsequent activity and decline, new hope under 
Amtrak, and a new day dawning with Metro Rail construction. 

120 Pages, 135 Photos, llx81h" Softcover, Maps, Timetables, 
Track Plans, Diagrams. Exceptional Photography throughout. By 
Bill Bradiey. 
Bon . . .  ISBN 0-916374-84-X ... (May) ... $2 plh . . . . 25.00 
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SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER FIRST 
Californians ordering directly add 6/6112% 
sales tax. 
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COVER :  Peoria, III., boasts four different rail roads hauling unit coal trains into, or through, 
town. A good spot to watch the action is Peoria & Pekin Union's bridge over the I l l inois River. 
In a September 1 982 photo, a westbound empty BN coal train led by U30C crosses the old 
bascule span which has since been replaced by a modern lift bridge. 

-CARL M. LEHMAN 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

I have served as Editor since we took over the magazine in 1983, and it has been 
both a pleasure and a challenge. Bringing the magazine back on a monthly, and 

regular, schedule and making other improvements has been very satisfying. 
Now it is time for a shift. I am leaving the editorship to take on other IP corpo

rate duties. I'll still be in touch with the magazine as Contributing Editor, but I 
want to introduce some new talent. 

Assuming the post of Editor is Don Gulbrandsen. Don has already been active 
in the production of the magazine in our Waukesha office and his talents are very 
apparent. The newest face in our Glendale office is Elrond Lawrence, who will 
serve as Assistant Editor. Elrond is a fine railroad photographer and a writer as 
well (a recent issue contains his Redlands Loop feature). 

Don and Elrond, along with Associate Editor Mike Schafer and Art Director 
Mark Danneman, whose talents are great as well, will form a great team for future 
issues of PACIFIC RAILNEWS. 

-JIM WALKER 
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Saved from the scrapper (at least temporarily) by Union Pacific's ongoing motive-power shortage, this trio of ex-Missouri-Kansas-Texas 
GP7s power a UP rail train through Pine Bluff, Ark., on April 1 2, 1 989. Numbers 96, 97 and 98 were part of a group of Katy first-generation 
diesels-including GP7s, RS3Ms and re-engined Baldwin No. 34-that had been sitting at North Little Rock, Ark., waiting to be stripped for 
parts and sent to the scrapper, when they were thrown into service. 

The Midwest's newest regional, Fox River Valley Railroad, unveiled its new paint scheme in 
May. Ex-C&NW GP9 1 701  was on display in the new livery at C&NW's Butler Yard in Milwau
kee on May 1 1 .  Reportedly, company officials are dissatisfied with the scheme and would like 
to see the "FRV" lettering on the sides modified. 

-BOB BULLERMANN 
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-BARTON JENNINGS 

CSX Opens High-Tech 
Train Control Center 

This spring, CSX officially christened 
its Kenneth C. Dufford Transportation 
Center in Jacksonville, Fla. ;  the $23 
million facility allows the railroad to 
control and monitor train operations 
over its entire 20,OOO-mile system from 
a single location. Dispatching is done 
with the help of three microcomputers. 

The center'sI50-foot-diameter main 
control room features 150 color-coded 
rear projection screens which display 
train loca tions along with signal, 
switch and track status. The screens al
so offer the on-time status of each 
train, identifying those that are behind 
but can be "helped," and those that are 
hopelessly late requiring notification 
of customers waiting for time-sensitive 
freight. Work stations are available for 



Burlington Northern may 
have finally settled on a new 
high-vis ib i l ity paint scheme. 
C30-7 5568 is the f irst G E  
we've seen i n  the new paint, 
first reported in last month's 
issue. The Locomotive Re
bu i l d  Center in L iv ingston ,  
Mont . ,  has been doing the 
painting; LRC has a lso ap
plied the scheme to ten re
built, l eased GP40s from 
GATX. 

-LARRY ZEUTSCHEL 

32 dispatchers, each of whom control 
at least 400 miles of track. Dispatchers 
also maintain radio contact with each 
train, and can still dispatch trains 
without computer assistance should 
the need arise. 

The control center was designed 
and built by Union Switch & Signal. 
US&S is currently assmembling a sirni
lar system for Union Pacific in Omaha. 

Union Pacific Lifts 
Laredo Rail Embargo 

In late May, Union Pacific lifted its 
embargo on shipments traveling south 
to Mexico via Laredo, Texas, its prima
ry border crossing. The embargo be
came necessary in early April when a 
backlog of over 3,000 freight cars wait
ing to cross into Mexico developed in 
Laredo. 

Since the embargo started, UP has 
been able to eliminate the gridlock. 
But, to avoid future problems, the rail
road has instituted a permit system for 
scrap paper shipments. Scrap paper 
loads, comprising up to 25 percent of 
southbound loadings through Laredo, 
will be served on a first-come, first
served basis from now on. 

Conrail Announces Joint 
Venture in Burgeoning 
Solid Waste Market 

In April, Conrail announced a $110  
million joint venture with OHM Cor
poration to develop and operate a net
work of recovery, treatment and dis
posal facilities for solid and hazardous 
wastes. Though the new business will 
be a separate entity from the railroad, 
it will most likely become a Conrail 
customer and take advantage of the 
railroad's strong transport network in 

the densely populated East and Mid
west. 

The movement of bulk waste by rail 
from urban areas to distant landfills 
has been identified as a future growth 
area for American railroads. Though 
Conrail is the first railroad to invest in 
the waste management field, Union 
Pacific, Burlington Northern, CSX and 
Norfolk Southern are among the com
panies trying to get garbage-hauling 
business. 

Skinner Says Reagan 
Administration "Short
changed" Transportation 

In a May 25 news conference, Trans
portation Secretary Samuel K. Skinner 
said that transportation had been un
derfunded for the past eight years and 
vowed to fight for more money. 
Though he said top priority will go to 
finding increased funds for the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the Coast 
Guard, he wanted more money for "all 
transportation." 

Regarding a hot topic in the rail
road world, Skinner said that the U.S. 
DOT will not intervene in the CNW 
Corpora tion IJ  a ponica Partners 
takeover bid. He did express concern 
that Japonica was considering selling 
off the Chicago commuter lines to fi
nance the acquisition should it be suc
cessful. 

Rail Briefs 

Interstate Commerce Commission 
chairman Heather J .  Gradison an
nounced her resignation on May 25. 
Gradison, a staunch deregulationist 
whose seven-year term as chairman 
was launched during the deregulation
oriented Reagan administration, had 
been facing opposition from the Senate 

Commerce, Science and Transportation 
Committee in her bid for renomination 
. . .  The American Association of Rail
roads reported that carloads originat
ing during the week ending May 20 
were up 1 .9 percent from the previous 
year's total and ton-miles hauled to
taled 1 9.8 billion, up 2.6 percent over 
the same week in 1 988. Carloadings ac
tually fell in the West (by 0.1 percent) 
compared to a 3.5 percent rise in the 
East . . .  The Federal Railroad Adminis
tration has moved back by three 
months the date that railroads must 
submit random drug testing plans for 
approval. Class I railroads, Amtrak 
and commuter railroads must now 
submit their plans by Oct. 1, 1 989, and 
will have to begin testing by Jan. 16, 
1 990. 

Own a Piece of History 
from the 

Great Name Trains 

The Real Thing 
From original artwork. By original mfg. 

By original all-hand process 
All glass with can and lighting 

Send SSAE for pIke list 

2490 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107 
L-___ (818) 796-7791 ----' 
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I LETTERS I 
Redlands Loop 

I enjoyed Elrond Lawrence's article on 
Santa Fe's Redlands Loop (PRN 305) as 
I live in the area and occassionally see 
the local work. However, a couple of 
corrections are needed. 

Although SP has pulled out of Red
lands, the tail of SP's former trackage 
in the Crafton area still exists tied to 
the Santa Fe in the area of Wabash Ave. 
in Mentone. However, little, if any 
business exists. As to depots, the Pat
ton station still exists on Highland 
Ave. at the state mental hospital, but 
now as a souvenir shop and fruit 
stand.  The Highland station is long 
gone. What Mr. Lawrence thinks is the 
s tation is a former citrus packing 
house. The cement floor for the station 
still sits across Palm Avenue on the 
south side of the tracks. 

-NORMAN K. JOHNSON 

We 're glad you enjoyed Elro n d  
Lawrence's work on this article. Interur
ban Press felt the same way about him 
too-so much so that we hired him on a 
full-time basis. Among his many duties, 

BRI 

he now serves as Assistant Editor for PRN 
and will continue to be a reguLar photo 
and article contributor.-D.G. 

Mogul not Mikado 

Southern Pacific M-8 2-6-0 1739, pic
tured on page 43 of PRN 306, just does
n't have enough wheels to be a Mika
do; it is, of course, a Mogul type. Mika
do was the class designation SP used 
for its 2-8-2s. 

-JOHN C. ILLMAN 

CALL BOARD 

AUGUST 5,1989: Saturday 1 :00PM until 4:30PM, SIXTH 
ANNUAL NATIONAL TRACK MOTORCAR CHAMPI
ONSHIP RACES. Watch antique railroad trackcars try for 
the winning time as they compete against each other over 
a 300-meter length of museum trackage. Similar in format 
to the National Handcar Races held in Sacramento each 
year. A unique event! No charge for spectators. $5.00 entry 
fee for participants. Feather River Rail Sociely, P.O. Box 8, 
Portola, CA 96 1 22 308-309 

AUGUST 11-22: "The Durable Dakotas" tour by rail to 
Minot, N.D .. then molar coach for local tours. Let's Travel 
Tours, P.O. Box 2768, Riverside, CA 92516-2768. 306-308 

AUGUST 13: The California Express railroad collector 
show, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Buena Park Hotel, 7675 Crescent 
Ave., Buena Park, Calif. (next to Knott's Berry Farm). $2.50 
admission. Reserve tables now, call (818) 447-51 63. 

304-31 1  

DELAWARE 
& HUDSON 

1976-1986 

BRIDGE LINE BLUES-A new book chronicling the Delaware & Hudson's fight for 
survival in a world of government-supported Contail and lackluster leadership 
following President Bruce Sterzing's untimely departure from the railroad as a result 
of political pressures. Author Hal Reiser breaks down the Delaware & Hudson by 
division giving an overall view of operations through text and photos. 

Some highlights include chapters focusing on operations in the Northeast in the 
decade prior to Guilford's acquisition, an outline of D&H diesel motive power, 
Binghamton, N.Y., hot spot ofD&H activity, trackage rights operation ranging from 
Buffalo to Washington, D. C., and much, much more. 

BRIDGE LINE BLUES-Delaware & Hudson 1976-1986_ 120 pp, 190 black & white, 
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INTERURBAN PRESS po Box 6444, Gtendate CA 91205 

(818) 240-9130 

48 color photos. 
ISBN 87046-087-0 (May) S2 p/h . .  $42.00 

SEE YO U R  LOCAL DEALER FI RST 

Californians ordering directly add 
S/Sv, % sales tax. 

AUGUST 25-26: 3rd Annual Meeting of MIDWEST, an or
ganization of historians, modelers, former employees and 
others interested in the Milwaukee Road and its branch 
and associated "lines West" of Mobridge, S.D. Informa
tion, contact Ron Hamilton, Secretary, Midwest, 532 S.w. 
Rimrock #3, Redmond, OR 97756. 308-309 

SUMMER-FALL 1989: Steam Ups at the Nevada State 
Railroad Museum at Carson City. For dates, send long 
SASE to Nevada State Railroad Museum, Capitol Com
plex, Carson City, NV 89710. 306-310 

SUMMER-FALL 1989: Steam- and diesel-powered excur
sions. Send for details: Nevada Northern Railway Muse
um, P.O. Box 40, East Ely, NV 89315. (702) 289-2085. 

306-310 

SUMMER-FALL 1989: For list of weekend operations, 
Feature River Rail Society, P.O. Box 8, Portola, CA 961 22. 

307-309 

SUMMER-AUTUMN 1989: Steam Ups at Colorado Rail
road Museum. For dates, send long SASE to P.O. Box 1 0, 
Golden, CO 80402. 306-310 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1989: Saturday 10:00AM until 10:00PM, 
FOURTH ANNUAL "RAILFAN'S DAY" AT THE PORTOLA 
RAILROAD MUSEUM. This year's theme is the 50TH 
BIRTHDAY of Western Pacific's first diesel locomotive, 
SW1 #501 Watch her perform for your cameras with a 
1 940's era freight train in tow on museum trackage. Spend 
the day under the trees photographing freight and mixed 
trains set up for the photographer, or riding behind the 
trains in our many cabooses. Also multi-media shows, cab 
rides, and night photo sessions. Tickets go on sale August 
1 ,  1 989. $8.00 advance/$10.00 at the gate. Feather River 
Rail Society, P.O. Box 8, Portola, CA 96122 308-310 

OCTOBER 14-15: GOLD SPIKE DAYS, Willits, CA. Cali
fornia Western "Super Skunk" steam trip, steam yarders 
and donkeys in action, logging contest and much more. 
For information contact Railroad Diamond Jubilee, 438 
Second St., Eureka, CA 95501, (707) 442-9396 308-310 

OCTOBER 20-22: RAILROAD DIAMOND JUBILEE, com
memorates driving of Gold Spike on Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad. Rail excursions. tours, exhibits, many special 
events. For more information contact Railroad Diamond 
Jubilee, 438 Second St., Eureka, CA 95501 , (707) 442-
9396 308-310 

NEW YORK CENTRAL 
ED NOWAK'S NEW YORK CENTRAL-In 
1941, the New York Central System was a proven 
and glamorous institution, with a blend of mod
ernity and traditionalism riding its rails. Into 
this uniquely rich and interesting world of rail
roading came Ed Nowak, who would convince 
NYC management that it needed a truly profes
sional photographer on the payroll full time. 

Thus it is that Ed Nowak's photographs cover 
railroading on the New York Central through 
three decades-and into a fourth-if Penn 
Central and Conrail are considered. Most of the 
images he captured show the glory days-for 
such after all was the mission of the company 
photographer-from Chicago to New York and 
Boston, from sream to diesel, from heavyweighr 
to lightweight streamliners, from Grand Cen
tral to wayside stations, from engineers to chefs 
to hostlers to conductors. 

152 pp, 200 black & white and 11 color photos, 
llx8'h" album format. Softbound. By Ed 
Nowak and Karl Zimmerman. 
ISBN 87046-086-2 (May) 52 p/h . . . . . .  $33.00 
ONE MAN'S LOCOMOTIVES 
ONE MAN'S LOCOMOTIVES-The Journal 
of a Life with Locomotives. Ftom new designs at 
Lima Locomotive Works to 22 years with the 
Beltway of Chicago culminating his career as 
Boss of all motive power, Vernon Smith lived 
locomotives. Relive a remarkable career, told by 
a remarkable man, from Pennsy's amazing T-I 
to Santa Fe's PA-I, from Maryland to California. 

178 pp, 238 photos, 8'hxll" hardbound with 
color jacket. 
ISBN 87046-07-X (April) 52 p/h . . . . . $33.95 
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SP CLOSE TO DEAL WITH SOO LINE FOR CHICAGO GATEWAY: Southern Pacific officials have confirmed that they are very 
close to finalizing a deal to purchase Soo Line's Chicago-Kansas City main line. The 500-mile ex-Milwaukee Road line follows a 
path through northern Missouri, southern Iowa and northern Illinois; much of SP's eastbound traffic out of Kansas City already trav
els via this route. SP officials studied every possible Kansas City-Chicago route, and in the end only considered Soo and Chicago, 
Missouri & Western trackage. The CM&W route was dropped from consideration because of large segments of poor track and a 
lack of on-line business. 

The much-coveted trackage to Chicago, which will officially be part of the Cotton Belt route, will probably not officially exchange 
hands until the end of this year, pending approval by the ICC. Current details to be worked out include a final selling price, maintain
ing trackage rights for Sao Line and deciding who will handle which on-line traffic (probably SP). Included in the deal will be some 
potentially lucrative branches, including Soo's line to Janesville, Wis., site of a GM auto plant which currently maintains an exclusive 
contract with C&NW. 

Rumors say that Rio Grande Industries Chairman Philip Anschutz may next look for a route from Chicago to the East Coast, a 
move that could capture a larger share of transcontinental container traffic for SP. 

CNW AGREES TO FRIENDLY BUY-OUT: CNW Corporation fended off a hostile takeover bid from Japonica Partners by agreeing to 
a $950 million buyout by a group led by New York investment firm Blackstone Capital Partners; included among the buyers were 
CNW senior management officials and Union Pacific Railroad. Blackstone is an experienced hand in the railroad industry; highly 
profitable subsidiary Transtar, Inc., owns seven former U.S. Steel roads, including Elgin, Joliet & Eastern. A detailed explanation of 
this turn of events will be presented in next month's Chicago & North Western column. 

UP's stake in the deal was $100 million of preferred stock, convertible to 25 percent of common stock; before the deal UP owned 
about 12 percent of CNW Corporation. Conditional on UP's entry in this deal was a commitment by Chicago & North Western Rail
road to spend $115 million to maintain and upgrade C&NW's East-West main line that UP relies so heavily on. Lest we think that 
C&NW is about to go the route of Katy, UP has stated that it has no interest in buying a controlling share of C&NW; it simply wants 
to protect its Chicago gateway. UP, carrying out its own "simplification" program, has little interest in branch-line-laden C&NW. But, 
when C&NW pares down to a core system, look for UP to make its move. 

GE TO HANDLE SANTA FE LOCOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE: Santa Fe is negotiating with General Electric to provide maintenance 
for most of the GE units on the AT&SF roster. As part of the deal, GE would maintain on a "power-by-the-mile" basis, the 60 new 
Dash 8-40Bs that it will deliver to Santa Fe starting this year, plus provide upkeep for older GE units. Another agreement would al
low AT&SF to sub-let older power to GE in return for new locomotives; GE, in-turn, would send the older units to power-hungry re
gional roads. Santa Fe announced that it is negotiating a similar deal with EMD, but are not close to an agreement. 

LS&I ALCOS RETIRED: Reports from Michigan's Upper Peninsula confirm that one of the last bastions of Alco locomotives has dis
appeared. Ore-hauler lake Superior & Ishpeming (see Doug Harrop's article in PRN 305 for some background information) has re
tired the last of its RSD12s and RSD15s in favor of "new" GE U30Cs recently retired by Burlington Northern. Though many of the AI
cos are now in storage, it appears that at least some of RSD12s will continue in active service for regional grain-hauler Dakota, Min
nesota & Eastern. 

UP ANNOUNCES PHASE-OUT OF PIGGYBACK SERVICE: Union Pacific will phase out piggyback trailers over the next five years, 
replacing them with containers carried by doublestack trains. The railroad started the process in early June by eliminating its direct 
Chicago-los Angeles pig train; next to lose TOFC service will be Chicago-Oakland and Chicago-Pacific Northwest routes. In making 
this move, UP cited falling profits in the piggyback market and growing problems caused by aging flatcars and trailers. 

M-K BUYS NEW FACILITY: Morrison-Knudsen of Boise, Idaho, one of the nation's leading locomotive remanufacturers (see article 
on page 18), has purchased a facility in Pennsylvania to expand its operations. The industrial complex is located in Mountain Top, 
near Wilkes-Barre; M-K will put it to work immediately filling a $1 0 million contract remanufacturing 32 locomotives. The company is 
planning to remodel the facility to allow for an annual production capacity of over 200 locomotives. 

SP UPGRADING THE RABBIT LINE: Work began on June 4 on a $28 million project to upgrade SP's "Rabbit Line," it's 230-mile 
route between Shreveport and Houston. As part of the project, 125 miles of 1 36-pound continuous welded rail will replace 113-
pound rail in place at various locations. The work will be completed late this year and will provide for improved service between the 
Gulf Coast and Pine Bluff, Ark., Memphis, Tenn., and East st. louis, III.; ten trains a day are expected to use the upgraded line. 

UP OPENS HARRIMAN DISPATCH CENTER: On June 1 ,  Union Pacific started centralized traffic control in its new Harriman Dis
patch Center in Omaha by taking over Seattle-Hinkle dispatching. Additional segments of the UP system will be added over the next 
15 months until operations of the entire railroad is controlled from this single location. The facility was designed and built by Union 
Switch & Signal, the company responsible for CSX's much-heralded Dufford Transportation Center in Jacksonville, Fla. 
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RAILROADS 

At the gateway to the West, off-line SSW GP60 7256 and National Helm Leasing S045 651 0 head toward "home" rails leading Conrail's 
TV601 eastbound on May 5, 1 989. The train is at East St. Louis, I I I . ,  on the approach to MacArthur  Bridge about to cross the Mississippi 
River and enter st. Louis. Once across the river, TV601 becomes St. Louis Southwestern ESMXT bound for Kansas City and Los Angeles. 

SOUTHERN 

PACIFIC 

Joseph A. Strapac 

Two Excursion Trains? 

Observers of the combined Southern 
Pacific/Denver & Rio Grande Western 
agree that the Anschutz management 
team appears to be planning two com
plete excursion train consists, one 
based in Denver (painted in traditional 
Rio Grande colors), and the other in 
Oakland. The latter, primarily business 
cars at the moment, also includes SP's 
"Phantom Fleet" of passenger cars. Ear
ly in April, the decision came down 
that stainless steel (and the imitation 

8. JULY 1989 

stainless-steel paint) on the SP cars 
would be painted over with Daylight 
red and orange. 

Paint work is being performed on 
one or two cars at a time, mostly at the 
former Pacific Fruit Express shop in 
Tucson, Ariz. We have unconfirmed 
hints that SP might be shopping in the 
used passenger car market for some of 
its old equipment to provide more 
seats than are presently available in 
the business cars. By the time you read 
this, most of SP's present passenger car 
fleet will be in the vintage colors. 

Selling Off The Land, Continued 

As reported last month, 36 crucial 
acres in the center of Sacramento were 
sold for about $55 million in April to 
a group of developers. Bounded by I 
Street on the south, 7th Street on the 
east and Interstate 5 on the west, the 
property includes most of the land 
south of existing shop buildings, and 

-ROBERT .5. GOA RING 

the present Amtrak depot (which 
houses SP divisional offices). SP re
tains a right-of-way through the 12-
square block parcel, and has yet to 
satisfy environmental concerns re
garding ground contamination by toxic 
wastes. 

It is possible that Sacramento will 
gain a new downtown transportation 
center as a result of this sale; conceiv
ably Amtrak and Greyhound could 
end up sharing space at the present de
pot. SP may take this opportunity to 
"unkink" the present tight curve at the 
east end of the depot with a new align
ment, but priority trains frequently by
pass Sacramento anyway. The depot it
self, opened in 1 926, is an historic 
landmark. 

Cotton Belt Steam Operations 

On Friday, April 21,  Cotton Belt 4-8-4 
819 delivered a short train from Pine 
Bluff, Ark., on its annual junket to 



Fordyce, Ark., for the "Fordyce on the 
Cotton Belt" railroad festival. The train 
left Fordyce for Millville (where a wye 
is available) on Sunday, the 23rd; the 
consist turned here for return to Pine 
Bluff. On May 1 6, the train again ven
tured out, this time over UP (Missouri 
Pacific) rails to Little Rock, where it 
highlighted SP-SSW's  participation in 
Operation Lifesaver activities. 

The 1 942-built 4-8-4 is customarily 
fired up and brought out for a public 
exercise once a month, during the 
week of the 20th. Unlike its better
known brethren, 819  can be seen in 
steam (albeit in operation only on a 
short stretch of yard trackage) on a 
very regular basis at the Arkansas 
Railroad Museum in Pine Bluff, 149 
miles from Memphis and only 32 miles 
from Little Rock; the museum's phone 
number is (501) 541-1819. 

Branch Abandonments Denied 

The Interstate Commerce Commis
sion has turned down SP's application 
to abandon the 62.69-mile Victoria 
branch between Wharton and Victoria, 
Texas. In an unrelated action, a Federal 
Appeals Court in San Francisco upheld 
the ICC's earlier denial of abandon
ment of the 38 . 6-mile Placerville 
branch near Sacramento. The ICC first 
denied SP's application to abandon the 
little-used Placerville branch in August 
1987, and SP appealed early in 1 988. 
Both branches remain ostensibly in 
service as this is written. 

Locomotive News 

We've been led to expect that some
time this year Sacramento Locomotive 
Works will release at least a few GRIP 
SD45T-2s in experimental colors, and 
that perhaps the GP60 units on order 
for third-quarter delivery will also ar
rive in new paint. 

Meanwhile, an unfamiliar color 
scheme has shown up on transconti
nental intermodal trains shared with 
CSX, as vivid Chessie-painted units 
began operating into Southern Califor
nia via SP rails. Our counterparts on 
the East Coast are apparently receiv
ing a glimpse of gray and scarlet as 
well. 

Emissions Problems 

Rather than risk a large fine from the 
Southern California air pollution agen
cy, SP has banished 7800-series GE 
B30-7s from California rails. An inter
nal directive currently requires the old
er GEs to be turned back at El Paso or 
Tucson (worst case; Yuma) so that they 
will not likely be found in Southern 
California. 

Turbo-supercharged, four-cycle 
diesel engines tend to suffer from "tur-

bo lag," where it takes a measurable 
amount of time after the throttle is 
opened for the supercharger com
pressor blades to gain sp eed and 
catch up with the instantaneous ex
cess of fuel released by opening the 
throttle .  As engines accumulate 
miles, the condition becomes more 
obvious; unfortunately, a smog-pro
ducing gasoline engine produces in
visible emissions, while an ou t-of
tune diesel generates highly visible 
soot and carbon . An older GE acts 
just like an Alco in this case. The B30-
7 units (and more than a few GP40-
2s) have, as a result, been redeployed 
to home ports in Northern California 
and even Oregon, and are now found 
operating in the Sierra. 

Sighting Report 

Even with business levels reportedly 
good, the number of leased units on SP 
rails during the spring remained rela
tively low. The colorful combinations 
of the last two years (c'i la VMV, P&L, 
HLC, NHL) have diminished greatly. 
Some SP fans appreciate the opportu
nity now to record all-SP lashups, or 
even an occasional Rio Grande unit 
mixed in. Even the colorful and varied 
local power sets in Southern California 
(and they are that if anything) have 
seen Rio Grande units invade their 
midst. A set of power returning to 
West Colton seen at Los Angeles yard 
on April 30 had SD39 531 8 / SD9E 
4337/ D&RGW GP40-2 309 1 / SD9E 
4340. A set of local power even found 
its way east from Colton down into the 
desert on April 22 (and returned late 
that afternoon to West Colton), with 
SDP45 3200 / GP38-2 4838 / GP40X 
7201 /GP35 661 5 / SD9E 431 8 / SDP45 
3204 handling an eastbound train to a 
point where it traded power with a 
westbound. This is a sure sign that 
power remains tight on SP. Another 
westbound that day had SSW SD45T-
2R 6873 in the consist. This freshly re
built unit is one of the few lettered for 
Cotton Belt (though not on the short 
hood).  Another unusual combination 
of power was on the WCHOM, which 
had SSW GP40-2 7261 /SW1500 2565/ 
NS GP35 281 7/SSW GP40-2 7262. 

Red /yellow units, you ask? They 
certainly are around, although not al
ways very clean. Based on percent
ages, there are more SP " Ko
dachromes" s till wearing the  pre
merger paint than Santa Fe locomo
tives . They make frequent appear
ances on the main line, so your 
chances of seeing the big units is pret
ty good. During a recent day at West 
Colton, no less than seven red units 
passed through, with three of the red 
units on the point of trains. 

Noted more refrigerator cars on line 
lately? It certainly is true that SP has 

gone after more perishable business. 
It's not all in the San Joaquin Valley ei
ther, as more and more reefers show 
up all over the system. The available 
supply of PFE cars is supplemented by 
Fruit Growers Express and BNFE cars, 
which until just recently were not very 
common on SP. One unlikely loading 
spot is Medford, Ore., which handles 
carloads of pears. This is business that 
had been given up to the trucks, and 
now is being welcomed back to the 
rails. We expect to see other commodi
ties in other locations sought out by 
SP / Rio Grande sales staff. SP crews 
even are getting into the act, encour
aged now to render better service to 
customers, and to seek to fill their 
needs. This better service can only pay 
off in improved communication and 
customer satisfaction. 

Thanks to Percy White, Fred Fields, 
Dan Finger and Dick Stephenson. 

BURLINGTON 
NORTHERN 

Karl Rasmussen 

First Quarter Earnings Slip 

For the first quarter of 1 989, BN profits 
slipped to $33.2 million, from the pro
rated figure of $40 million for the com
parable period in 1 988. Reflecting the 
formal s pin-off of Burlington Re
sources late �n 1 988, the transportation
oriented revenues decreased by $48.5 
million from a year ago. This reduction 
in profitability may have been due to 
the severe winter weather experienced 
over parts of the system, although 
profit margins have also been 
squeezed on the movement of certain 
intermodal commodities in recent 
months. Management has reacted with 
an occasional consolidation of sched
uled trains as a means to cut operating 
costs wherever possible. 

Concrete Tie Installation 

In March, BN reported that over 1 . 14  
million concrete ties had been installed 
throughout the system since work be
gan in 1986. Major tie replacement pro
jects underway include Koshkonong to 
Cedar Gap, Mo., as well as Quincy to 
Wenatchee, Wash. Both of these seg
ments were to have been completed 
during April. 

Operating Highlights 

Reflecting the gradual retirement of 
its caboose fleet as well as the evolu-
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tion of more flexible union agreements, 
BN reported that 52 p ercent of its 
trains operated without waycars in 
1 988. This compares with a net figure 
of 33 percent for 1 987. The sale of sur
plus cabooses to Montana Rail Link or 
scrap yards has not impacted the oper
ation of foreign-carrier equipment on 
BN, however. On April 2, for example, 
B&O cab 903971 was on hand at Dil
worth, Minn., while Soo No. 7 was as
signed to train 106 at Shelby, Mont., 
and SSW 65 was noted at Interbay 
Yard in Seattle. 

Changes in operations across the 
former-CB&Q main lines in southern 
Iowa and northern Missouri have been 
reported in the past month, reflecting 
continued reaction to market condi
tions. In early March, westbound sym
bol 1 5 7  was inaugurated between 
Chicago and Kansas City. This train 
handles auto parts and finished vehi
cles received from GTW and forwards 
them to Southern Pacific. An example 
of the cost-cutting mentioned earlier 
occurred on April 2, as 157 was consol
idated with intermodal train 57 out of 
the Windy City. 

In an effort to compete with UP on a 
long-standing coal contract, BN oper
ated two test trains to the Northern In
diana Public Service Company plant 
located at Wheatfield, Ind.,  during 
March. The loaded trains were symbol
led TS904 and the returning empties 
TS905. 

With the return to more cooperative 
weather conditions in April, BN re
newed its occasional policy of consoli
dating a pair of empty hopper drags 
when short of crews. Such an example 
was the 232-car 01JJ069 at Ravenna, 
Neb., on April 2, which employed C30-
7s 5122 / 5 1 1 2 / 5029, U30C 5359 and 
Oakway SD60s 9091 /9045 for propul
sion. 

Continuing a policy which began 
last December, the Oakway SD60s are 
regularly employed on intermodal and 
manifest trains. Although commonly 
observed on long-haul, high-priority 
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intermodal trains, the Oakways occa
sionally are spotted on regional drags 
as well. Such was the case on April 1 ,  
as the 9001 worked with B30-7 5491,  
SD40-2 7840 and SW1200 166 on No. 
836 into Minneapolis. 

Reflecting the anticipated surge in 
crop planting in 1989, the movement 
of potash out of Canada during 
March and April was been heavier 
than normal. With a particularly no
ticeable increase in such mineral traf
fic off Duluth, Winnipeg & Pacific at 
Superior, Wis . ,  BN has moved its 
8156-8161  series SD40-2s to the joint 
pool with CN to handle the increase 
in business. Three-unit sets of these 
"internationalized" EMDs and pooled 
CN/DW&P SD40s are normally as
signed to unit potash trains UP300 
and UP302 into Minneapolis. Solid 
sets of BN power replace these color
ful trios at Northtown, with the pool 
power doubled back on run-through 
train 141 .  Returning to Canada, the 
potash cars normally trickle back in 
small cuts, forwarded on scheduled 
manifest train s .  A non-standard 
movement took place on April 6, as 
drag symbol G03 arrived in Min
neapolis with 75 empty CN hoppers, 
preceeded by 22 GB&W shorts picked 
up at East Winona, Wis. 

While BN's long-haul hotshots and 
unit trains receive the most attention in 
this column, a couple of notable local 
service trains merit mention. At Brush, 
Colo., in April, a 74-car No. 25631 dis
played a nifty set of secondary power, 
including GP38-2s 2369 /2153 /2154, 
GP38s 2158/2159 and SD9 6164. Out in 
Tacoma, Wash., the same day, local No. 
53642 was reported with 93 cars, 
pulled by this variety of EMDs: SD40-2 
7814, GP39M 2808, GP30 2219, GP35s 
2530/2528 and leased EMD GP38-2 
780. 

Pooled Power Update 

Compared with levels experienced 
earlier this year, the number of pooled 
locomotives wandering BN rails dur
ing April had noticeably decreased. 
The number of KCS, SP and UP units 
reported on the property has dimin
ished, although a Rio Grande Geep 
was on hand at Northtown on April 
1 6. AT&SF power remains common
place, however, best evidenced by No. 
74 at Avard, Okla., on April 2 behind 
SD45Rs 5373/ 5502 and GP60 4019 .  
GP60 4009 was also noted on April 2, 
powering a G2S empty grain train at 
Wishram, Wash., while SD40-2 5107 
was at Alliance and C30-7 8142 was on 
hand at Tulsa. 

An unusual appearance of run
through motive power found C&NW 
SD40-2s 6866/6883 also present at Al
liance on April 2. Several years ago, 
the 6800- and 6900-series units com-

monly worked coal trains in Nebras
ka, but the incompatibility of gear ra
tios caused problems in areas with rul
ing grades .  C &N W  SD40-2s have 
shown up on the DW &P pool trains, 
however, as evidenced by the 6913 
working with DW&P SD40 5906 on 
116-car No.  141 out of Northtown on 
April 8. 

Equipment Shorts 

Contrary to information obt�ined 
previously, it appears that the 100 new 
SD60s, to be delivered in late 1 989, will 
be maintained by EMD, probably at 
the new Notth Kansas City, Mo., facili
ty . . .  Receipt of the new EMDs cannot 
come quickly enough for BN, as the 
first of the vintage fleet of U30Cs is be
ing retired and forwarded to Lake Su
perior & Ishpeming. A total of eight 
units in the 5800- and 5900-series were 
returned to their lessor and Will even
tually be numbered in the 3000-series 
on the LS&I. Units 5828/5931 left Min
neapolis on April 7, via Wisconsin 
Central train No. 6 with all BN mark
ings neatly painted out. Sister unit 
5830 was spotted at Northtown the 
next day, while the set of  
5825 / 5929 / 5 932/ 5937 idled at the 
diesel storage yard on April 17. U30Cs 
5302/5355/5927 were spotted at West 
Burlington in early March, also being 
prepared for road service after an ex
tended period of storage . . .  BN's re
manufacturing program will shift into 
high gear in 1 989, according to recent 
reports. Morrison-Knudsen will con
struct GP39Ms 2809-2829 from assort
ed GP30 carcasses, as well as produc
ing GP40Ms 3509-351 3  from GP40s. 
The last unit from the 1 988 contingent, 
2807, was placed into service on March 
10. M-K also plans to refurbish GATX 
(former-MoPac) SD40s in the 5070-
5089 series, to be numbered BN 7300-
7309 . . .  At the Livingston Rebuild 
Center, work will commence shortly 
on the rebuilding of 1 2  former-B&O 
GP40s in the 3700-series into BN's  
3074-3085 number block. As of April 2, 
units 3700, 3704, 3713, 3714, 3716, 3722, 
3723, 3725, 3728 and 3729 were on 
hand at Livingston. In a recent devel
opment, the 20 Soo (ex-MILW) SD40-2s 
which recently were returned from 
long-term lease to EMD, were being 
moved by BN to Livingston on train 
2 1 1 ,  several units per day. It is un
known at this time whether these units 
will be rehabilitated for BN or MRL . . .  
BN has acquired two modified SD45s 
from Tamper Track Renewal Systems, 
numbered P81 1 S  and P811#2, which 
arrived at West Burlington on March 
20. 

Thanks to Norman Anderson of M-K, 
Burlington Northern,  Darren Hill, Rick 
Knutson, TRAFFIC WORLD and NORT H
WEST RAlLFAN. 



CHICAGO & 
NORTH 

WESTERN 

Michael W. Blaszak 

E-Unit Demise in '89 

Time is running out for the remaining 
E8 and E9 locomotives in North West
ern commuter service. As of late 1988, 
11 ex-C&NW E-units owned by Metra 
were carried on the roster: ex-UP 510 
and 511 (purchased by C&NW and re
built at Oelwein Shops with head-end 
power in 1973), plus 513-516 and 518-
522 (original C&NW units rebuilt at 
Oelwein in 1974 and repainted RTA 
light blue, brown and vermillion in 
1 980) . The deli very of seven new 
F40PH units to Metra (Nos. 1 74-180, 
built by General Motors at La Grange) 
between January and April 1 989, how
ever, is forcing many of these Es onto 
the sidelines, appearing in service only 
when an F40 is unavailable. A final 
quartet of F40s (tentatively 181-184), to 
be constructed for Metra la ter this 
year, should permit retirement of the 
last streamlined survivors. Metra will 
offer the retired units to preservation 
groups. 

Global II Construction Continues 

What once was Yard 1 at Proviso is 
being quickly converted into a stack 
train facility as demand for C&NW's 
container services continues to grow. 
Known as Global II (Global 1, also 
known as Wood Street Yard, on 
Chicago's West Side has been in opera
tion for several years), the new facility 
is planned to be built in three phases. 
Construction of Phase I, which began 
in late 1988, is expected to be complet
ed in September 1 989 at a cost of 
about $30 million. The Phase I facility 
will have two tracks capable of hold
ing 15 five-unit stack cars each (the to
tal of 30 car lengths being roughly 
equivalent to one train) and four 
straddle cranes to permit high-speed 
loading and unloading of containers. 
Piggyback Plaza, the existing TOFC 
terminal at Proviso, will be integrated 
into the container operation; the flat
car tracks are being upgraded and the 
entire area paved to provide storage of 
up to 2,800 containers and chassis 
(stored upended as at  Global I ) .  
C&NW expects to be handling one to 
two trains a week at  Global I I  by 
September and up to seven a week 
within eight months thereafter. In 
Phase II, which may begin in 1 990, 
two more tracks would be added, 

while in Phase III, which may take un
til 1 997, the tracks and surrounding 
pavement would be extended east
ward into what is now Yard 2. 

To provide more operating flexibili
ty, C&NW is also planning to improve 
existing clearances under bridges. Cur
rently, stack trains will not clear the In
diana Harbor Belt bridge at the east 
end of Proviso Yard unless they oper
ate on the yard lead; the company is 
planning to undercut the main line 
tracks to avoid having to route all dou
blestacks through the yard. Additional 
undercutting is planned at the Wiscon
sin Central bridge in River Forest and 
the Belt Railway of Chicago bridge in 
Chicago. 

Norfolk Bridge Fire 

Arson is suspected as the cause of a 
costly fire in Norfolk, Neb., on March 
31 which heavily damaged C&NW's 
yard at that point. The seven-track 
yard spans Corporation Gulch on a 
series of six wooden bridges. Shortly 
after 4 p.m. on that date, flames were 
spotted licking at the bridge timbers 
and soon a column of smoke was blot
ting out the sun. The Norfolk Fire Di
vision responded to the call with two 
pumpers and extinguished the blaze 
by 6 p.m., but not before the bridges 
sustained about $1 00,000 in damage. 
Repair crews from Chadron and 
Rapid City were on the scene the fol
lowing week to restore the bridges to 
service. 

Japonica Follies 

The cartoonish efforts of J aponica 
Partners to take over CNW Corpora
tion have railroaders and investment 
analysts shaking their heads in won
derment, if not derision. Normally, an 
investor seeking to take over a publicly 
held company will offer to pay stock
holders in excess of the then-current 
market price for the stock and not tip 
its hand until it has enough financial 
muscle to cover that premium price. 
Japonica, though, initially failed to of
fer holders anything for CNW stock or 
indicate that it had the resources to ex
pand its 8.8 percent stake in the com
pany. It also flip-flopped on its plans 
for CNW if it were to gain control. In 
an April 7 SEC filing, Japonica said it 
believes a sale of CNW would be in 
stockholders' best interests. On April 
1 9, however, it announced that, rather 
than putting CNW's properties on the 
block, it would sell only those assets 
which are not essential to the railroad, 
including the commuter services and 
excess real estate. Observers noted this 
plan was no different from the an
nounced intentions of the incumbent 
management and expressed doubt that 
Japonica could do better at selling the 
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surplus assets than management 
could. The April 1 9  announcement fur
ther befuddled observers by stating 
Japonica's intention to pay a "substan
tial premium" over the $31-per-share 
Gibbons, Green, von Amerongen pro
posal of 1 987, and noting its receipt of 
proposals to finance such a bid, which 
it was "evaluating . "  Analysts com
mented that the offer to beat $31 per 
share was practically worthless be
cause CNW was already trading at $40 
per share on the open market. Antho
ny Hatch of Paine Webber told the 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE that, because of 
Japonica's antics, "people can't figure 
out whether they're just inept or have 
something really clever up their 
sleeves." 

Preparing for the expected battle for 
CNW at the May 1 6  annual meeting, 
Japonica said that if it gains control of 
the company, it would fire the present 
management, substituting C. Howard 
Hardesty, former president of Purola
tor Courier Corp., as chairman; c.L. 
Pecchinino, former IC Industries chief 
operating officer, and Japonica princi
pal Paul Kazarian as vice chairmen; 
and Henry Borgsmiller, former Illinois 
Central Gulf vice president, as chief 
operating officer. 

Thanks to Carl Swanson and Michael 
M. Bartels. 
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MEXICAN 

RAILROADS 

C. R. Prather 

MdeIP Farewell 

The all-steam Ferrocarril Mexicano del 
Pacifico (Mexican Pacific Railroad) is 
expected to cease operations at the end 
of the 1989 sugar harvest, which usual
ly ends by July. MdelP's sole customer 
is a sugar mill (ingenio) at Los Mochis, 
Sinaloa, that the government-con
trolled sugar administration is closing 
as part of a nationwide program to 
eliminate inefficient operations. The 
railroad's two 2-6-2s, Nos. 6 and 7, and 
2-8-2 No. 4, are used to switch cars at 
the ingenio and to interchange freight 
cars with the FNM (ex-CHP). 

At one time, MdelP was used to 
haul sugar cane to the mill .  The 
November 1 969 Official Guide listed 
two branches on the Mexican Pacific, 
the 10.47-mile main line to Mochicahui 
and an 1 l .95-rnile branch to Camp 14. 
The listing for MdelP had an interest
ing note that indicated the sole pur
pose of the line-"Service suspended 
from July 1 st to December 1 st." 

An effort to save the mill and rail
road as a museum and tourist railroad 
has been started, but the scrap value of 
the complex may cause the sugar ad
ministration to sell the property. When 
sugar production at Los Mochis ends, 
the last steam industrial railroad will 
bank its fires in Mexico. 

Passenger News 

FNM has adopted three strategies 
for its passenger service: 

eTo continue providing service be
tween major population centers with 
heavy passenger demand; to make the 
service more comfortable and punctu
al; and to continue to offer reduced 
rates for the lowest-income population. 

eTo establish new passenger trains 
of high quality. These trains will com
pete with the bus, airlines and private 
autos for the middle-income traveler. 

eTo restructure or discontinue ser
vices that are unproductive, especially 
where highway service is more effi
cient. 

The federal government has stopped 
paying FNM some of the subsidies for 
the operation of passenger service. The 
railroad hopes to make money on the 
new "Star Service" trains and use the 
profits to finance the money-losing op
erations. 

Twen ty new regular first-class 
coaches have been completed by 
CNCF this year. The Mexican railcar 
builder has delivered its first newly 
constructed diner. 

There is no new Star Service train to 
report on this month. FNM is again 
proposing to operate a second day 
train on the Mexico City-Quare taro 
route. The new train would run to 
Mexico City in the morning and return 
to Queretaro in the afternoon. Extra 
cars have been added to El Tren del 
Pacifico ( Guadalajara -Nogales / Mexi
cali) and, because of the number of 
passengers, the free dining car meals 
have been replaced by box lunches. 
The diner is still on the train for those 
who are willing to pay for a hot meal. 
This was the only Star Service train 
that gave coach passengers dining car 
meals. 

Electrification 

The long-delayed electric operation 
of the Mexico City-Quaretaro line is 
expected to begin limited operation 
this summer. The railroad will finally 
be able to use the 39 GE E60Cs (EA1-
EA39) that were purchased in 1 983. 

The Mexican Government is looking 
at the possibility of increasing the elec
trified trackage to 600 km by adding 84 
km from Queretaro to Irapuato and in
stalling catenary on the Mexico City
Veracruz (via Orizaba) route between 
Los Reyes and Paso del Macho, with a 
segment from Cordoba to Tierra Blan
ca. Some readers will recall that the 
Mexican Railway electrified this same 
route between Esperanza (seven km 
east of Los Reyes) and Paso del Macho 
in 1 923, but the new electrification will 
be on the new lower-grade route be
tween Los Reyes and Encinar (near 
Orizaba). The 1923 electrification was 
used until about 1 974 when the NdeM 
dieselized the line with an order of 
C630s from MLW. 

Shorts 

The ex-FUS trackage to Merida is re
ported to be in poor condition. There' 
are numerous slow orders and trains 
are running very late . . .  Work has 
begun on the Monterrey subway sys
tem . . .  The ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER 
reports that FNM has a new service 
whereby reservations and ticketing can 
be done in the USA. The address is:  
Mexico by Rail, PO. Box 3508, Laredo, 
TX 78044 . . .  PA4 DH-19  made two 
trips between Empalme and Guadala
jara in March before being released into 
regular (Star) service . . .  There is talk of 
establishing rail service between San 
Antonio, Texas, and a connection with 
El Regiomontano at Nuevo Laredo. 

Thanks to Sam King, Ed Von Nordeck, 
Bill Farmer and EXCELSIOR 



AMTRAK/ 

PASSENGER 

Dick Stephenson 

Gearing Up For Summer 

The summer of 1 989 will probably be 
remembered as the year that Amtrak's 
tight equipment supply kept them 
from handling as many passengers as it 
would have liked to, even though gaso
line prices had moved up significantly. 

Amtrak's heavy overhaul facility at 
Beech Grove, Ind., has been humming 
for many months in an effort to return 
as much equipment to service as possi
ble. This has included both cars and lo
comotives. It has been a busy spring, 
with new cars being delivered, others 
being reassigned and new service to 
Atlantic City being implemented. 

More Delays 

Two Western long-haul trains were 
bothered by numerous delays during 
spring. The Cal iforn ia Zephyr and 
Sou thwest Chief each had delays at 
times from such diverse reasons as the 
wea ther, freigh t-train in terference, 
questionable dispatching and their 
own motive-power problems. A lot 
can happen on a 2,200-miJe trip, as fre
quent riders can attest to. The on-go
ing message is that if you are going to 
ride the train, or meet someone who's 
on the train, call ahead to see how the 
train is doing. 

A couple of examples were the west
bound Southwest Chief into Los Ange
les on April 22, which arrived about 
nine hours late with Santa Fe GP35R 
2801 leading F40s 233 /291 . Another 
example was No. 5 out of Chicago on 
April 20, which detoured over Chicago 
& North Western through Iowa and 
operated four hours late. This is cer
tainly not implying that all trains are 
late all the time; many trains arrive 
and depart on time. 

Equipment Notes 

Amtrak has named sleeping car 2465 
in honor of A .  Philip Randolph, 
founder of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters. The sleeper was recently 
overhauled at Beech Grove. A postage 
stamp was recently released to com
memorate him, though the rail equip
ment depicted had nothing to do with 
sleeping cars (see Letters, PRN 306). 

The first car, No. 54000, of the new 
order from Bombardier was delivered 
and accepted in early April. The new 

.. � 

After their unveiling on April 1 1 ,  1 989, in Washington Union Station, Amtrak's new Horizon 
Fleet coaches were assigned to corridor service out of Chicago. Here, April 29's Illinois 
Zephyr features Horizon coach No. 5401 0 in its consist; the train is shown during a stop at 
Macomb, I I I .  Despite their spartan exterior, satisfied riders report that the Bombardier-built 
coaches provide a comfortable, smooth ride. Amtrak ordered 1 04 of the Horizon cars, com
prised of 86 coaches and 1 8  food-service cars. 

cars are being phased in at Chicago for 
use in the Midwest, freeing up other 
cars to move east for the new Atlantic 
City service starting in May. Known as 
the "Horizon Fleet," the coaches are 
numbered in the 54000-series. 

Cars in the second series from Bom
bardier are expected to be delivered in 
late August/early September, in time 
for the startup of the third San Joaquin. 
To begin with, there will be both Su
perliner and new low-level cars in use 
on this route. Later, as more equip
ment becomes available, there will be 
only low-level cars, with the Superlin
er /Hi-Level cars going elsewhere (and 
who knows-maybe there will be dai
ly service on the Eagle, or at least more 
cars for this growing route). The new 
snack-lounge cars will have full booth 
seating in both ends of the car for 
more passenger relaxation space and 
comfort. 

What will happen farther down the 
road for both San Diegan and S a n  
Joaquin service remains to be seen. It 
would appear that continued state 
support will see more and better ser
vices added. The extension of the S a n  
Joaquin through to Los Angeles is still a 
dream many rail advocates would like 
to see. The position the State takes af
ter the next gubernatorial election in 
1 990 could well determine whether the 
service additions get a green or yellow 
signal in terms of available state fund
ing.  Current favorite John Van de 
Kamp (D) likely would back expand
ing rail passenger service, especially as 
highway congestion continues to grow 
in the Golden State. Long strings of 

-ViALT STRINGER 

stopped motor vehicles may not seem 
very "golden," unless they spur legisla
tors to authorize more money for im
plementing alternative transportation 
solutions. We're not making any pre
dictions in the election at this early 
stage, but the outcome could well de
termine transportation policy for years 
to come in a state that has seen fit to 
spend considerable sums even under 
two fiscally conservative governors. 

Along The Line 

Ex-UP coach Am ber Trai l  moved 
from Los Angeles to Denver on the 
Desert Wind/California Zephyr April 20-
21 .  The car has been leased for excur
sion service by Cadillac & Lake City. It 
had been scheduled to move earlier, 
but was delayed until the April 20 de
parture . . .  By mid-April only three of 
the 1 92-class rebuilt GP40TCs were in 
service. They are frequently found in 
Chi cago-Milwaukee service. There 
have been problems with their head
end power systems; one of the units 
caught fire in the generators . This 
caused its return to Beech Grove Shops 
sooner than had been expected . . .  
Santa Fe business car 58 made a round 
trip from Los Angeles to San Diego on 
April 20 with General Manager Q.w. 
Torpin aboard. With the business car 
attached, southbound train 576 operat
ed with the locomotive leading instead 
of in the usual "push" mode . . .  A 
change in routing last fall has made it 
easier for the Eagle (No. 22) to leave 
San Antonio. Departing the SP depot, 
it heads out on ex-Katy trackage for 20 
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miles to a point known as Ogden, then 
switches to ex-MP rails for the run to 
Dallas. It's all part of the Union Pacific 
System now, but the routing saves 
backing the train, or having all the 
seats face backwards . . .  On April 13  
Santa Fe  operated a special train, in
cluding full dome, diner and track in
spection car, from Dallas to Cleburne, 
Texas, and return for local law enforce
ment officials. This is similar to a run 
last year in Kansas, organized by Santa 
Fe Chief of Police Carl Ball . . .  Amtrak 
is considering purchasing more bag
gage and material-handling (express 
box) cars and bids are now being 
sought. One of the first groups to be 
withdrawn from long-haul service af
ter delivery of the new equipment 
would be the 1350-class ex-Army con
verted troop kitchen cars (St. Louis 
Car, 1953). Along these same lines, the 
ex-VIA baggage cars which have been 
used in the East without ever being 
wired for HEP (and hence run at the 
end of trains), will be wired so they 
can be used more interchangeably . . .  
Ex-UP 5011 ,  a 1 959-built diner-lounge, 
was recently sold by private parties in 
southern California (who had operated 
it under the company name Golden 
Spike) to Northern Rail Car Co., in Cu
dahy, Wis. They, in turn, have worked 
out an arrangement to rebuild the car 
to specifications similar to UP car 
Overland (ex-5 0 1 5), and apply the 
name City of Denver. In return, UP will 
trade full diner 4808 to Northern Rail 
Car. This 1 949 diner should be attrac-

tive to another operator, especially 
with the popularity of dinner trains 
these days . Car 4808 had received 
none of the latest modernizations, 
such as head-end power, etc., but had 
been well maintained by UP . . .  A 
new visitor to southern California was 
private car Cuivre River, which was 
with car North Star in L.A. on April 7. 
The cars were en route to Chicago via 
Oakland and Denver. The Cuivre Riv
er is a former UP coach, heavily re
built, with a small kitchen replacing 
one of the restrooms, and the center 
portion of the car completely modern
ized and redecorated. It wears a coat 
of dark green paint on the exterior . . .  
Air brake problems delayed the north
bound Coast Starlight out of Los Ange
les on April 13.  SSW GP40-2 7270 was 
to have been added for power due to 
three extra cars (SP 100-Airslie; SP 252-
test car; and ex-SP 99-Houston) on the 
rear. Problems with the braking sys
tem on the Airslie caused all three cars 
to be removed, even though the Ho us
ton was not part of the problem and 
not SP's responsibility. Since it is still 
painted silver with a red stripe, car
men thought it was an SP car, and 
therefore should be delayed until the 
next day's train .  The next day the 
three cars were on No. 14, which met 
No. 11 with four SP cars on the rear 
(baggage 295; sleeper 292; diner 290; 
and lounge 289) on their way to Tuc
son for repainting at the PFE shops . . .  
SP cars 295, 289-City of Angels and 106-
Oregon operated from Oakland to Bak-

to connect the Comstock Lode with the 
Colorado River, the Carson & Colorado Railroad was the 
narrow-gauge stepchild of the famed Virginia & Truckee 
Railroad. Founded in 1880 ,  the line came under the owner
ship of the Southern Pacific at the turn of the century and 
lasted until 1960. 

Now back in print, this classic book contains a short 
history of the line , a lavish amount of photos from all eras , 
maps and track plans, locomotive roster, scale drawings and 
prototype photos of motive power and rolling stock, and 
more, making it a must for the modeler, the railfan and the 
historian alike. 

SLIM RAILS THROUGH THE SAND-Southern Pacific's 
Narrow Gauge. 1 12 pp, 200 illustrations, maps, scale draw
ings, softbound with color cover, by George Turner. ISBN 

ersfield on San Joaquin No. 708. The 
baggage car and lounge opera ted 
through to Oakland on No. 711 on 
April 6, while the business car was 
cut off at Fresno, and laid over there 
to return to Oakland on No. 711  on 
April 9 . . .  Sleeper-lounge City of 
Cleveland made an L .A . -San Diego 
round trip on April 16, and then de
parted for Oakland and Portland on 
April 20 from Los Angeles . . .  Union 
Pacific has renamed dome-lounge 
9004 to Sun Valley, while recently
reacquired dome 9005 will wear the 
name Harriman (previously applied to 
the 9004) . . .  Don't be surprised if an
other major Western carrier-SP-reac
quires some of the passenger cars that 
had been sold off. They are seen these 
days as a great way to entertain cus
tomers, and show them the railroad . . .  
Santa Fe lounge car 62 and track in
spection car 89 deadheaded to Los 
Angeles on the rear of freight train 
1 98, arriving on April 22. The cars 
were used in conjunction with Family 
Days at Barstow on April 29 . . .  The 
Santa Fe exhibit car has been busy as 
well, making stops at Winfield, Kan., 
on April 22-23; Perris, Calif., April 29-
30; and at L.A. Union Station for the 
50th Anniversary, May 6-7. This car 
was converted from a baggage car, 
and now is self-contained with its 
own generator. 

Thanks to Bill Farmer, Elbert Simon , 
John Arbuckle, Ed Von Nordeck, Norm 
Peterson ,  Percy Wh ite and  E ugene 
Smolinsktj. 
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Soo 

LINE 

Karl Rasmussen 

CP To Retain 500 Control 

In a decision which surprised most in
vestment experts, CP Rail announced 
that it will retain its 56 percent control
ling interest in 500. After evaluating 
various bids submitted by prospective 
buyers, CP said it would continue to 
enhance its investment by supporting 
Sao's efforts to improve profitability. 
Reaction by the financial community 
was significant, and hopefully not in
dicative of Sao's future. Sao's common 
stock dropped by 18 percent, or about 
four dollars a share the day after the 
announcement hit the press. 

Second Order of SD60s Delivered 

In a somewhat unexpected blessing 
to Sao's beleaguered shop forces, the 
second order of SD60s (6021 -604 1 )  
started to arrive o n  the property in 
mid-March. With external characteris
tics similar to the 1987 order, the 6021-
series units feature subtle enhance
ments, including more legible number 
boards. These units were constructed 
in London, ant., by GMD, under order 
877003, and had all been delivered by 
mid-April, indicative of GM's attempt 
to expedite its production schedules. 
The last two units received, 6029 and 
6041, were noted at Shoreham Shops 
on April 10.  

Although these 3,800-h . p .  behe
moths were delivered to Sao in operat
ing condition, each unit made a short 
visit to Shoreham to be equipped with 
such appliances as cold-weather win
dow extensions and the now-standard 
SP-style snowplows. Due to the short
age of serviceable road units on Sao, 
the new SD60s often saw a one-day 
trip through the shop in order to make 
them capable of leading consists. New 
pairs of outshopped units often were 
spotted on eastbound time freights 202 
and 204 out of St. Paul during the early 
afternoons in late March and early 
April. 

As was the case with the 6000-6020 
series SD60s, the new EMDs experi
enced some "teething pains" shortly af
ter delivery, including metal filings in 
their lube oil as well as ill-fitting cylin
der head assemblies. Ailing units were 
quickly returned to La Grange for war
ranty work, similar to that performed 
earlier this year on CP Rail's SD40-2F 
cowl units, 

Predictably, the 6021 -series SD60s 
were delivered to Sao on the SOO-series 
Railrunner trains, operating behind the 
usual mix of CP and Soo SD40/SD40-
2s. Upon beginning full road service, 
however, the new SDs were concen
trated on heavy time-freight and unit 
train assignments, often replacing a 
trio of SD40/SD40-2s with a pair of 
SD60s. 

Single-Tracking Proj ect on Hold? 

Due to a reported shortage of oper
ating capital at Sao, the second phase 
of the River Division single-tracking 
project has supposedly been deferred 
until at least August 1989. Substantial 
tie replacement and ballast work had 
been done on portions of the Hastings
to-Wabasha, Minn., segment during 
1 988, so perhaps efforts will be concen
trated on the Wisconsin segments. A 
federal grant had earlier been obtained 
in an effort to improve Amtrak service 
across the Badger State. Reportedly, 
the loading of ballast will resume out 
of the Dresser, Wis., quarry during the 
month of April. 

River Division Dispatching 
Limits Change 

Early in April, the limits of the Mil
waukee-based River Division dis
patcher were extended to cover the 
former-Milwaukee Road portion of the 
Twin Cities terminal, as well as other 
former-Milwaukee trackage in Min
nesota. This move eliminated the last 
of the dispatching functions based in 
St. Paul and makes the goal of sys
temwide dispatching and crew calling 
at Milwaukee a reachable one for Sao 
in 1 989. Short segments of former-Mil
waukee Road territories remain to be 
relocated to the Beer City. 

Medina Mishap Forces BN Detour 

On March 17, 20 cars of an 87-car 
No. 205 derailed in the western Min
neapolis suburb of Medina, appar
ently caused by an equipment fail
ure. As most of the cars on the train 
were empties bound for CP inter
change at Portal, N.D.,  the damage 
sustained by track and rolling stock 
was fairly minimal. Service on the 
Minneapolis-Glenwood, Minn., main 
line was disrupted for nearly two 
days, however, forcing Sao to operate 
some detours over the paralleling BN 
Willmar line. 

Update on Operating Changes 

In an attempt to expedite the inter
change of traffic with CN/DW&P, Sao 
now operates trains 401 /402 directly 
into DW&P's Pokegama Yard in Supe
rior, Wis. These two trains were previ-

ously handled in and out of Sao's Stin
son Yard in Superior, resulting in extra 
swi tching / transfer operations in the 
Twin Ports. Both trains now receive a 
significant reclassification or block 
swap at St. Paul Yard and have pairs of 
SD60s for power. These compete head
to-head with BN's CN Voluntary Co
operation Agreement trains 141 /142. 

In another marketing-inspired 
change, Sao has added a new symbol 
to the run-through unit coal trains 
originated by CP Rail. Eastbound sym
bols 858 and 862 have been used over 
the past two winters, associated with 
Inland Steel and ICG interchange coal 
traffic. On April 2, a l OS-car train of 
mixed Milwaukee and Sao coal hop
pers ran through the Twin Cities as 
No.  864.  The drag featured SD60s 
6001 /6021 for power and operated ca
booseless. 

GATX GP40s Bound for Soo? 

On April 9, a 91-car No. 950 was ob
served arriving in St. Paul with the col
orful motive power team of SD60 6002 
leading GATX (former B&O) GP40s 
3712 and 3738. Both units were re
ceived in op erating condition a t  
Noyes, Minn., from CP Rail, supposed
ly to be leased by Sao. The 3712 retains 
its original B&O "Royal Blue" paint 
scheme, while the 3738 received the 
Chessie System vermillion scheme pri
or to sale to GATX. Both of the Geeps 
retain the ditch-light systems installed 
while on lease to CP. 

On April 14, No. 950 was to ferry an
other pair o r  former-B&O GP40s, 3719 
and 3721,  into St. Paul. According to 
shop sources, at least six of the GATX 
Geeps were to arrive on the Sao for 
service by the end of April. These units 
will likely replace the horde of former
Milwaukee Road 2000-series GP40s re
tired in recent months. 

Motive Power Miscellany 

The deli  very of the 6021 -series 
SD60s has triggered a substantial 

South America and China Steam 
1989 Toun 

• 55 charter trains scheduled in Argentina, 
Paraguay, Colombia, Ecuador, Brazil, 
Chile, Peru, Guatemala and China. 

• Plenty of photo run-bys and cab rides. 
• Linesiding opportunities and sightseeing. 
• North American type operations and 

equipment. 
• North American built electric and diesel 

action, PE Box Cabs, LitrleJoe's, Double 
ended juice, BLW Sharks, Alco PA's, SD45 
DD's and more! . 

235 W. Pueblo Street 
Reno, NV 89509/ 1(800) 359-4870 
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change in motive-power philosophy at 
Soo. The first changes were apparent 
in January, as Soo chose to park the six 
4500-series GP38-2s when their leases 
expired on the 15th of the month. The 
4503 has already been shipped back to 
owner GMAC, with the remaining 
quintet still stored at Shoreham. 

A group of 20 former-Milwaukee 
Road SD40-2s in the 6300-series started 
sporting "GMAC Owner and Lessor" 
stencils at the same time, although 
they were still attired as Soo locomo
tives. By mid-March, word was out 
that units 6300-6307, 6309-6314, 6345-
6348, 6381 and 6382 would be returned 
to EMD upon delivery of the new 
SD60s. True to plan, as pairs of the 
new SD60s were placed in service, 
groups of the 6300s were shipped to 
Shoreham and shop forces painted out 
all Soo identification. Fans were im
pressed by the neat job done on the 
6309, the only unit to receive full Soo 
red, black and gray attire; the red and 
gray areas were neatly painted over in 
matching colors. All 20 units were 
stored serviceable at Shoreham by 
mid-April, awaiting a return trip to La 
Grange for leasing or possible remanu
facturing. 

Other roster changes have occurred 
concurrently, as the 1 1  remaining 
GP20s, 947, 950-952 and 954-960, have 
been quietly dropped from the active 
fleet. On April 13, units 947, 950, 955 
and 959 were observed at Shoreham, 
with all Soo identification neatly paint
ed out, prepared for shipment off the 
property. 

While this action has been taking 
place, a total of 15 former-Milwaukee 
Road GP40s were retired during 
February and March, including units 
2000, 2001, 2004, 2007, 2017, 2019, 2020, 
2027, 2029, 2037, 2040, 2042, 2044, 2060 
and 2067. In addition, sisters 2009, 
2013, 2043 and 2058, as well as "old 
Soo" 4602 have been classed as stored 
unserviceable and will likely not be re
paired. This inventory will provide a 
great fleet of "carcasses" for such re
builders as M-K, VMY, EMD and NRE. 

As of April 6, Soo had five units on 
lease from EMD, including SD35 1536, 
ex-Milwaukee SD40-2 6302 and SD60s 
8300-8302. The 1536 and 6340 had pre
viously been on loan to Soo, but were 
parked out of service at Shoreham. 
Subsequent to this report, the 6302 was 
also parked at Shoreham and had all 
Soo markings painted out. 

In news of a more positive nature, 
the number of SD40-2s retrofitted with 
extended-range dynamic brake kits 
reached 12 by early April, including 
785, 786, 789, 6601 ,  6602, 6604, 6606, 
6609, 6611 ,  6613, 6614 and 6616.  Re
pairs to wreck-damaged GP38-2 4511  
were completed in March and the 
Geep emerged from Shoreham in a full 
repaint job in early April. 
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Odds and Ends 

SW1200 324 was sold to North Star 
Steel as its 1278 . . .  Unusual coal pow
er on hand in St. Paul on April 1 
found "black patch" SD40-2s 
6302/6382 in multiple with C&NW 
SD60 8034 . . .  The fuel tenders are fi
nally seeing the Dakotas, as the set of 
4514/4000/4513 (GP38-2s bracketing a 
fuel tender) led SD40-2 760 and SD40 
752 on a 91-car No. 943 out of St. Paul 
on April l .  

Thanks to John Baukus, Mike Cleary, 
Fred Hyde and 500 Line Railroad. 

RIO 

GRANDE 

R. C. Farewell 

Traffic Levels and Patterns 

Prior to the D&RGW /SP merger, most 
of Rio Grande's east-west, trans-Rock
ies traffic flowed over the Moffat Tun
nel main line. Now that most post
merger traffic-routing tests are over, 
it's obvious that Tennessee Pass will 
carry the bulk of D&RGW's east-west 
traffic. Based on the geographic con
siderations (a more-direct route be
tween Ogden and Kansas City, via 
Pueblo), this was to be expected. 

However, on an average day, the 
Moffat Tunnel route sees movements 
exclusive of locals, helpers and non
revenue work trains. Rio Grande's 
main line across the intermountain 
desert between Grand Junction, Colo., 
and Helper, Utah, is a funnel for both 
Moffat Tunnel and Tennessee Pass op
erations, and all east-west traffic goes 
over this line. On March 23, there were 
13  eastbounds and somewhat fewer 
westbounds. The majority of the main
line freight was related to SP's net
work: The impact of the merger has 
become obvious. 

D&RGW/BN Unit Coal Operation 

Recently, the volume of coal that Rio 
Grande delivers to BN in Denver for 
forwarding to Colorado Public Ser
vice's Valmont power plant has in
creased dramatically. Rio Grande is 
now running loaded unit train No. 965 
from Grand Junction via the Moffat 
route to Denver, then to BN at its Ren
nick Yard for the run north to Valmont. 
Although the round-trip transfer run 
to Valmont is over BN rails, D&RGW 
motive power stays on the train, usual
ly without BN on the point locomo
tives. In fact, motive power is usually 

pure D &RGW, unlike other 
D&RGW IBN joint operations. The op
eration uses 1 05 Rio Grande hoppers, 
of the 12000-, 15000- and 1 9000-series. 

While on the Rio Grande, assigned 
motive power includes three SDs on 
the point of the loaded coal train, with 
three more placed mid-train as 
helpers.  Examples of this include 
March 21, when No. 764 had D&RGW 
5517/5382/5373 (SD50/two SD40T-2s) 
on the head end, with D & RGW 
5396 / 5323 / SP8270 / 5409 (SD40T-2/ 
SD45/two SD40T-2s) as the mid-train 
helper set. A duo of SDs was added as 
a rear helper on the west side of the 
Rockies. Number 764 of March 28 was 
powered by D&RGW 5362/5316/5388 
(SD40T-2 / SD45 /SD40T-2) up front, 
with D & RGW 539 8 / 55 14 / 5370 
(SD40T-2/SD50/SD40T-2) as mid-train 
helpers. 

Ski Train Ridership 

The Ski Train, as operated by Rio 
Grande, set a ridership record during 
the 1 988-89 season. A total of 25,805 
passengers boarded the train during 
the season. The trains were 90 percent 
full on each of the Saturday and Sun
day runs from November to April. 

Utah Notes 

Pre-merger operations eastbound 
over Soldier Summit infrequently rated 
helpers, but westbounds climbing the 
Price River Canyon out of Helper had 
them often. With the merger, and the 
pervasive presence of SP run-through 
traffic, however, this has changed. 

SP runs heavy-tonnage trains, and 
thus frequently needs helpers east
bound up the west  s ide of the 
Wasatch range to the crest of Soldier 
Summit. Prior to the Thistle mudslide, 
eastbound helpers went onto their 
trains at Thistle (formerly milepost 
681 ) ,  or just west of  Thistle at the 
crossovers at Narrows (milepost 
672.3). With new trackage in place to 
avoid the remains of the mudslide at 
Lake Thistle, helpers now entrain 
about 3.5 miles further west, at the 
crossovers at Castilla (milepost 684.7). 
Helpers are assigned as a function of 
tonnage, not train priority. Early in 
the evening of March 23, for example, 
high-priority Rio Grande train No. 
146 (the OAMFT on SP), low-priority 
train No. 1 44 (EUASM on SP) and 
mixed-manifest train No. 452 all rated 
an eastbound boost. 

Motive Power: Big Red Has Arrived 

SP power is everywhere on the 
Grande; pure sets of D&RGW units are 
the exception on all Rio Grande trains 
except for unit coal trains and the 
Railblazer.  On Rio Grande rails, a 



D&RGW point locomotive is almost al
ways present, except on Kansas City
Pueblo operations. April 4 saw west
bound train No. 1 8 1  on the Moffat 
Tunnel line with D&RGW 5514/3128 
and SP 7882/7313 (SD50/GP40-2/B30-
7/SD40R). 

Motive Power: D&RGW's Cadillacs 

As if the shock of reactivation of Rio 
Grande's  long-stored GP9s wasn ' t  
enough, another unexpected event oc
curred when some of the equally vin
tage SD9s were pulled from cold stor
age lines and reactivated. Included in 
the currently operational roster are 
5309, noted working Denver's North 
Yard on March 3 1 ,  then spotted on 
April 7 wes tbound toward Grand 
Junction as part of the motive power 
assigned to train No. 1 83; 5312, work
ing the south end of North Yard as of 
April 4; and 5314, which re-entered 
service by working North Yard's south 
end through early April 2, when it was 
dispatched south with D&RGW 531 7  
(an SD45) down the Joint Line en route 
to Pueblo as motive power for train 
No. 165. 

In a related note, recently reactivated 
GP9s 5941 and 5942 continue to handle 
transfer service between North Yard 
and the rest of the Denver-area rail car
riers; GP9 5904 has joined the ranks of 
those restored to service and was as
signed to North Yard as of April 6. 

Robert C. Gallegos 

Louisiana & Delta 

Louisiana & Delta is a part of the 
growing family of railroads owned by 
Genesee & Wyoming Industries. This 
family includes Genesee & Wyoming, 
Rochester & Southern, Dansville and 
Mt. Morris and Buffalo & Pittsburgh 
railroads. Genesee & Wyoming Indus
tries got its start in 1 899 when the 
G&W began operations in the salt
mining region around Retsof, N.Y.  
Since that time the company has oper
ated its namesake railroad and is now 
also known as a railroad equipment 
lessor and consulting firm. 

L&D began operations on March 16, 
1987, over a group of six ex-SP branches 
in southern Louisiana: the New Iberia 
Branch (from New Iberia to Kaplan, Av
ery Island and the Port of Iberia); the 
"MoPac" Branch (a line in New Iberia 
serving two molasses shippers) ;  the 

This ex-Rock Island GP9 has found a new home wearing the attractive red-and-gray livery 
of short line Wisconsin & Southern. WSOR operates 1 47 mi les of former Milwaukee Road 
trackage northwest out of Milwaukee, with endpoints at Oshkosh, Markesan, Fox Lake and 
Cambria. The shortline is also the home of the popular, new Scenic Rail Dining dinner train ,  
which uses ex-Alaska Rail road E-units. 

Baldwin Branch (from Baldwin to Ivan
hoe and Weeks Island); the Bayou Sale 
Branch (from Bayou Sale to North 
Bend); the Su preme Branch (from 
Schriever to Supreme via Thibodaux); 
and the Houma Branch (from Schriever 
to Houma) .  L&D also has trackage 
rights over the SP main line to facilitate 
the transfer of equipment between its 
lines. The railroad is headquartered at 
the former SP depot at New Iberia. 

When L&D began operations, it ac
quired six locomotives from SP. Num
ber 2264 became Rochester & Southern 
107 following its repaint at Bayou Rail
car Service and was sent to New York. 
In addition, the railroad has acquired 
four ex-Santa Fe CF7s. L&D's all-time 
roster is shown below. 

L&D is, for the most part, a week
day-only operation. Operations as of 
April were: 

.Job Nil goes on duty at New Iberia 
at 8 a.m., Monday through Friday. This 
crew works the Midland and Salt Mine 
branches as well as the Pesson spur, 
the MoPac drill and any needed 
switching in New Iberia. CF7s 1500, 
1501 and 1503 are assigned to this job. 

-JIM ERDMAN 

.Job BLl goes on duty at Baldwin at 
10  a.m., Monday through Friday, most 
Saturdays, and holidays. This local 
works the Cypremort Branch. Job BY 1 
is also based at Baldwin and follows 
the same schedule as BLl, but departs 
town on the SP main to work the Gar
den City Spur and the Bayou Sale 
Branch to North Bend. The locomo
tives normally assigned to Baldwin are 
Geeps 1 751 and 1 752. 

.Job SC1 is based out of Schriever 
and goes on duty at 8 a .m.,  Monday 
through Friday. On Mondays, Wednes
days and Fridays this local works the 
Napoleonville branch; Tuesdays and 
Thu rsdays it works the Houma 
branch. CF7 1502 is  normally assigned 
to Schriever. 

In addition to all of these assign
ments, locomotives are sent to New 
Iberia for heavier maintenance, and 
equipment is sometimes transferred 
between the various branches utilizing 
trackage rights over SP's main line. 

(Thanks to L&D General Manager 
Forrest Becht and Michael M. Palmieri,) 

Continued on page 32 

Louisiana & Delta Roster 
No. Model Name Heritage Notes 

1 200 SW1 200 City of New Iberia S P  2250 Leased to Sohio; name to 1 50 1  

1 20 1  SW1 200 Avery Island SP 2263 To Rochester & Southern 1 0/88 

1 500 CF7 AT&S F  26 1 8  

1 50 1  C F7 City of New Iberia AT&S F  2622 

1 502 CF7 AT& S F  2470 

1 503 C F7 AT&S F  247 1 

1 750 G P9 E  North Bend S P  3433 To Buffalo & Pittsburgh 1 1 /88 

1 75 1  GP9E Evangeline SP 3434 Formerly Le Bonne Terre 
1 752 G P9 E  Ivanhoe SP 3790 
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Burlington Northern GP40M 3504 is representative of the new 3,OOO-h.p. Dash 2 units outs hopped by Morrison-Knudsen as part of BN's major 
remanufacturing program. Thus far, all GP40Ms have been produced from BN-furnished ex-CB&Q GP40s; 3504 is ex-BN 3026, ex-CB&Q 626 built 
in  February 1 968. Visible external changes include deletion of class lights, relocation of the headlight between the number boards, repositioned 
horn, new rotary beacon added above the headlight, radio antenna moved back for better reception and installation of a snowplow. 

MORRISON-KNUDSEN 1 988: 
LOCOMOTIVE AND 

CARBU ILDING ACTIVITI ES 

Text and photography by Norman E. Anderson 

T
he key word when describing 
the 1 988 mode of operation at 
Morrison-Knudsen's  railroad 

equipment repair facilities in Boise, 
Idaho, and Hornell, N.Y., was "produc
tion." With the transition between old 
and new projects completed in 1987, it 
was a matter of getting down to busi
ness and kicking out locomotives and 
cars in an assembly line fashion. 

At Hornell, the rapid pace previous
ly established was maintained, as  
work continued on 20 passenger cars 
for New Jersey Transit, 67 m.u. cars for 
Metro-North and SEPTA, and 264 tran
sit cars for New York City, completed 
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at a rate of 29 cars per month. Mean
while, in Boise, creative design efforts 
and intense work proceeded on 57 lo
comotives for seven clients. The com
bined production of both shops 
brought the total number of vehicles 
released in 1988 to 415, up significantly 
from 1987 and surpassing the previous 
record of 406 in 1986. Let's take a look 
at this past year's activities at Morri
son-Knudsen. 

M-K Hornell Shops 

The longest on-going Railroad Divi
sion project continued in 1 988 at the 

Hornell shop as M-K completed anoth
er 54 M2 m.u. cars for Metro-North 
Commuter Railroad. The project dates 
back to 1984 and involves a complete 
overhaul of M-N's entire 244-car M2 
Metropolitan fleet. Work includes 
overhaul of most electrical and me
chanical systems, coupler and draft 
gear overhaul, truck rebuilding, instal
la tion of new window glazing and 
general repairs on carbody interiors 
and exteriors. Since 1 984, the total of 
M2s overhauled at Hornell  has 
reached 214 cars, leaving a balance of 
30 cars for 1989. 

The largest M-K customer over the 



years has been New York City Transit 
Authority; in fact, the Hornell shop 
was opened in 1 983 due to a NY CTA 
contract for the overhaul of 200 R-36 
cars. In February 1 988, the Hornell 
shop began work on 290 Budd-built R-
32s and 286 St. Louis Car R-42s; during 
the year 130 R-32s and 128 R-42s were 
completed. 

The two varieties of NYCTA cars re
ceive similar extensive overhauls .  
Work involved includes: rebuilding the 
carbodies; renovating interiors; adding 
new brake sys tems; overhauling 
trucks; adding new GE propulsion 
controls; adding air conditioning units; 
and, replacing traction motors with 
new or remanufactured assemblies. All 
traction motors for this project are 
assembled at the M-K Hornell Motor 
Shop under a license agreement with 
Westinghouse. 

During 1988, M-K also received two 
new NYCTA contracts, one to overhaul 
296 R-32A cars and another to rebuild 
752 R-46 cars; the latter contract is M
K's largest order yet from NY CTA. 
With these new contracts, the total of 
all NYCTA car overhauls awarded to 
M-K has reached 2,274. 

During the first nine months of 1988, 
work continued on the New Jersey 
Transit Arrow I program. M-K recon
figured another 20 of these self-pro
pelled m. u. cars in to locomo ti ve
hauled, push-pull cab and trailer 
Comet IB commuter coaches, bringing 
the total to 30 cars, 15 cab cars and 15  
trailer coaches. 

The final contract worked on at the 
Hornell shop in 1 988 was overhaul of 
up to 63 Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority Silverliner 
m.u. cars. In 1 963, Philadelphia em
barked on a program to improve its 
commuter service and purchased 55 
Budd-built  Silverliner II self-pro
pelled, 85-foot coaches .  In 1 96 7  
Philadelphia added 20 similar cars to 
their fleet, this time from St. Louis Car 
and designated Silverliner Ills. When 
SEPTA took over operation of 
Philadelphia commuter service in 
1983, it recognized that that the Silver
liner II and III cars had not received 
any significant overhaul work since 
they were new. The M-K contract will 
remedy this situation and improve re
liability of the cars. 

The scope of the Silverliner work 
covers the whole car, but actual repair 
programs are customized for individ
ual cars based on the results of a joint 
inspection program conducted by 
SEPTA and M-K. During 1 988, work 
was actually completed on 13 Silver
liner cars. 

M-K Locomotive Production 

While the Hornell work force was 
busy with transit and commuter car 

SEPTA Silverliner II 21 3 undergoes testing at the M-K test track at Hornell , N.Y., in May 
1 988. The use of the operational test track (complete with 1 1  KV catenary) ensures that the 
cars can enter service immediately upon return to their owner. Thirteen of the SEPTA m.u.  
cars were completely overhauled by Morrison-Knudsen in 1 988. 

-MORRISON-KNUDSEN, COLL ECTION OF N. E. ANDERSON 

projects, the Boise shop was involved 
in its own production effort in its tradi
tional strong suit of locomotive reman
ufacturing. The Boise Industrial Com
plex, which began locomotive remanu
facturing in 1971, continued work with 
a significant backlog. As 1988 began, 
M-K had work in progress on 43 loco
motives for six customers. 

Let ' s  look at some highlights of  
1 988's M-K locomotive rebuilding ac
tivities. Many of these projects are on
going from 1987 and were covered in 
greater detail in last year's M-K update 
(see PRN issues 295 and 296) and in an 
article devoted to the BN remanufac
turing program in PRN 301 ,  should 
you want additional information. 

M-K SD40-2 Locomotives 

In January, reconditioning work on 
M-K Railroad Equipment Leasing Co. 
SD40-2s 8301 and 8303 was completed, 
preparing the units for an extended 
lease to Ferrocarriles Nacionales de 
Mexico (FNdeM) to ease the Mexican 
railroad's power shortage until reman
ufactured units could be delivered . 
Work consisted of changing wheel sets 
and getting the units in good opera ting 
condition after a period of storage. The 
units joined M-K's other SD40-2, 8302, 
working the remaining 1 1  months of 
1988. 

FNdeM Locomotives 

The largest project carried over from 
1 987 was furnishing 25 remanufac
tured SD40-2s to FNdeM. M-K filled 
this order by first purchasing 25 ex
Milwaukee Road SD40-2s from Soo 
Line. The final 21 remanufactured 

units in this order were delivered by 
July. 

Basic remanufacturing covered the 
diesel engine, rotating electrical equip
ment, air compressor, carbody and 
trucks .  The trucks received new 
wheels and 61 : 16  gearing to match the 
FNdeM fleet. Electrically, the units 
were upgraded to the latest Dash 2 
standards, and the dynamic brakes 
were converted to extended range. The 
carbody modification consisted of the 
addition of the extended range braking 
contactor compartments and doors to 
the grid hatch. The cab was also recon
ditioned; included in this job was 
changing all nameplates, instruction 
plates and gauges to Spanish. In addi
tion, some of the Milwaukee units had 
previously been assigned to coal train 
service and ballast had been added 
throughout the units, including extra 
plate steel applied to the pilots and 
walkways, to increase weight for im
proved drag speed performance. All 
this extra ballast was removed to re
turn the units to their standard weight. 

Following completion of the major 
work, the units were painted in the 
new FNdeM blue scheme and num
bered into the 1 3009-1 3033 series.  
Then, the units were transported via 
Union Pacific to Laredo, Texas, where 
they were transferred to FNdeM over 
the International Bridge. The units are 
used in general freight service, operat
ed and maintained primarily out of the 
Monterrey shop. 

New Jersey Transit Locomotives 

One of the major design efforts of 
1 987 was creation of the GP40FH-2 
passenger locomotive to meet the 
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Remanufactured locomotives from three contracts undergo testing at the west end of the Morrison-Knudsen Boise locomotive shop on 
March 4 ,  1 988. From left to right, the un its are: Ferrocarriles Nacionales de Mexico SD40-2 (former Milwaukee Road SD40-2 1 60);  Florida Tri
Rail F40PHL-2 801 (former Conrail GP40 3230); and Maryland Rail Commuter GP39H-2 72 (former Conrail GP40 3242). 

needs of New Jersey Transit (PRN 296). 
NJTs experience with its conventional 
3,000-h.p. F40PH-2s was that the 700 
h.p. used to operated the gearbox-driv
en HEP alternator l eft inad equa te 
power to accelerate l O-car trains and 
maintain schedules. Consequently, 
NJT wanted M-K to furnish a wide
carbody, 3,000-h.p. unit with a separate 
HEP plant. 

M-K's answer was the GP40FH-2, 
built out of a GP40 unit with the cab 
retained and a wide carbody added. 
M-K acquired eight former Conrail 
(Nos. 3058, 306 1 ,  3064, 3067, 3068, 
3070, 3071 and 3078) and two ex-

CRI&P (384 and 389) GP40s to act as 
core units for NJT 4130-4139, respec
tively. The wide carbody was created 
by modifying F45 carbodies obtained 
from scrapped BN units 6634, 6638, 
6643, 6607, 6630, 6628, 6633, 6636, 6639 
and 6629, respectively. 

Seven of the locomotives were com
pleted and delivered to New Jersey 
Transit in November and December 
1 987; the remaining three units were 
completed in February and March 
1988. All ten locomotives entered NJT 
push-pull service, initially out of  
Hoboken, N.J .  Some were later as
s igned to trains operating out of  

A new look i n  Hoboken, N.J., on Feb. 1 0 , 1 988, as two recently delivered New Jersey Tran
sit GP40FH-2s lay over between trips; many of the M-K-designed NJT and Metro-North com
muter-haulers call Hoboken their home terminal. Unit 41 39 is former Rock Island GP40 389 
and 41 36 was once Conrail 3071 . Until recently, this scene usually featured GE U34CHs and 
an occasional EMD GP40PH. 
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Newark, N.J . ,  over portions of Am
trak's Northeast Corridor. 

In November 1 988, faced with a July 
1 ,  1 989, start-up date for new service 
between Philadelphia and Atlantic 
City, NJT exercised an option for five 
additional GP40FH-2s. The units will 
be numbered 4140-4144 and will be de
livered toward the middle of 1 989. 
They will be identical to Nos. 41 30-
4139 except for addition of newly de
veloped cab signal equipment which 
will be compatible with a future oper
ating system to be installed on the 
Northeast Corridor. 

Metro-North Commute Locomotives 

In October 1 987, M-K was awarded 
a contract to furnish four GP40FH-2s 
exactly like the units just designed and 
built for NJT. To fill this order, M-K 
used four GP40s from a group of ten 
purchased from UP; the units were 
originally built for Rock Island with 
UP financing, but transferred to UP 
when the Rock filed bankruptcy. Some 
of the units were also lettered for Mis
souri Pacific. The M-N units are num
bered (with MP, UP /CRI&P predeces
sors in p arentheses): 4 1 84 ( U P  
6 1 0 / CRI&P 350); 4 1 85 ( M P, UP 
6 1 2 / CRI&P 352); 4 1 86 (MP, U P  
604/CRI&P 344); and 4187 (MP, UP 
615/CRI&P 355). 

Upon completion, the M-N units 
were actually shipped to NJT and en
tered daily service on NJTs Hoboken 
District. M-N and NJT have a coopera
tive agreement to provide commuter 
service to Port Jervis, N.Y. out of Hobo
ken; M-N supplies equipment for the 
trains (including the new GP40FH-2s) 
while NJT operates the trains.  The 
agreement gives NJT authority to fully 
utilize M-N units; thus it is not unusual 



to see the M-N-painted units on other 
lines throughout the Hoboken District. 

Maryland Commute Locomotives 

A second design effort for M-K engi
neers in 1 9 8 7  was creation of the 
GP39H-2 commute unit for Maryland 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) 
for use on its Maryland Rail 
Commuter (MARC) Washington, D.C. 
push-pull commuter service (P  R N  
296). MDOT required a 2,300 h.p. unit 
with a separate HEP plant in a Geep 
carbody to power four- to six-car trains 
at speeds up to 1 00 mph. In 1 988,  
MARC units 71, 72 and 75 were com
pleted by M-K to accompany Nos. 74, 
75 and 70 delivered in 1 987. 

The GP39H-2 was a simpler creative 
engineering project than the GP40FH-2 
since it is basically an adaptation of a 
standard GP39-2 locomotive; M-K 
used GP40s as core units, replacing the 
the stock 1 6-cylinder engine with a 
shorter 12-cylinder engine. The shorter 
power plant, combined with a length
ened long hood (by about a foot) and 
equipment repositioning creates addi
tional room at the rear of the long 
hood for the HEP plant.  The core 
GP40s used for the project included 
Conrail Nos. 3062, 3066 and 3243, Bal
timore & Ohio 3703 and 3710, and Mil
waukee Road 2050, which became 
MARC 70-75, respectively. 

Florida Commute Locomotives 

The third locomotive design project 
initiated in 1987 and reaching comple
tion last year was the development of 
the F40PHL-2 for Florida Department 
of Transportation's new Tri-Rail com
muter service in Miami. All five units 
were completed and delivered to 
Hialeah, Fla. ,  by August 1 988, in plenty 
of time to test the new push-pull train
sets prior to the January 1 989 start-up 
date for regular service. 

The core units selected for the Tri
Rail project were ex-Conrail GP40s 
3230, 3238, 3240, 3252 and 3256; they 
became, respectively, Tri-Rail 801-805. 
Full-width cabs and carbodies were 
obtained from the same lot of BN F45s 
used for the GP40FH-2 project. 

The F45 cab was placed on the GP40 
underframe so as to maintain the same 
relationship of the rear wall. A new 
Dash 2 electrical cabinet was added 
and the carbody was shortened to 
properly fit around the internal equip
ment. During carbody shortening, 
doors were repositioned to provide ac
cess to the equipment as arranged on 
the GP40 frame. Also, two grids and 
one fan were eliminated from the dy
namic brake hatch, resulting in the 
standard four-axle unit configuration 
of four grids and one fan. Other fea
tures added to the F40PHL-2s at the 

The third Metro-North GP40FH-2, No. 41 86, is shown at M-K on August 26, 1 988, undergo
ing a water test to ensure that there are no carbody leaks. The un it was made from ex-MP 
GP40 604 (originally CRI&P 344) reusing the original cab and short hood with a new carbody. 
The cab signal enclosure is mounted above the battery box di rectly ahead of the the cab. Ac
cess to the carbody is via ladders on either side toward the rear of the un it. 

request  of FDOT included radio,  
strobe lights, front and rear red mark
er lights, front and rear anticlimber, 
2500-gallon fuel tank and trucks with 
Hyatt roller bearings and gearing for 
100-mph operation. 

BN Remanufacturing Program 

The BN remanufacturing program 
(first discussed in PRN 301 ) is the 
largest locomotive remanufacturing 
contract ever awarded to the M-K 
Boise shop since it opened in 1971 . The 
BN project represents a major commit
ment to the concept of fleet enhance
ment by way of remanufactured loco
motives. In April 1988, BN entered into 
separate agreements with EMD and 
M-K, calling for each firm to furnish 
125 remanufactured units over a five
year period. 

The project resulted from a BN 
study which indicated a long-term 
need for 250 four-axle units: 200 medi
um-horsepower units for local service 
and 50 high-horsepower road units. 
The "GP39-2" local units, rated at 2,300 
h .p . ,  are manufactured from GP30s 
and GP35s. They differ from factory
new GP39-2s in that the original 1 6-
cylinder engine of the GP30 and GP35s 
is retained, as compared to the 12-
cylinder engine of the "catalog" model. 
The 3,000-h.p. "GP40-2" road units use 
GP40s as core units. EMD and M-K 
will each supply locomotives of both 
designs. Because the units differ slight
ly from factory models, BN established 
four new locomotive classes: EMD 
units are designated as GP39E and 
GP40E, while M-K units are given 
GP39M and GP40M monikers . BN 
placed each unit type in a separate 
number series. 

At the time the project was started, 

BN had only 30 GP30s, 44 GP35s and 
31 GP40s of its own to contribute; 145 
units had to come from other sources. 
To facilitate rapid start-up of the pro
ject, BN sent some of its own units to 
the two firms .  EMD received nine 
GP30s and eight GP35s, and M-K re
ceived one GP30, one GP35 and nine 
GP40s. At this point, the EMD and M
K programs differ in detail; let's focus 
on the work done by M-K. 

The GP40s were sent to M-K since 
the reconfiguration of those units was 
straight-forward and could be com
pleted in a short time period; this mini
mized the time that the units were un
available to power-hungry BN. This 
proved to be a good move, since the 
first GP40 arrived at M-K on May 8 
and the first GP40M was completed on 
Sept. 8. The GP30 and G35 were used 
to develop two GP39M prototypes 
while the GP40M project was under 
way. GP30 and GP35 carbodies are 
radically different ( thus the need to 
have both in house during the design 
stage), but share the same underframe, 
a key to the GP39M design. 

The basic concept of the program is 
to remanufacture the units into a Dash 
2 configuration with a new electrical 
cabinet (identical except for a few extra 
components on the higher-horsepower 
GP40M). The remanufacturing process 
includes a number of changes: reman
ufactured diesel engines; addition of 
remanufactured ARlO alternator; re
manufactured D77B traction motors 
(four); upgraded cooling system; re
manufactured trucks with a standard
ized gear ratio of 62:15; extensive car
body repairs; removal of classification 
lights; standardized headlight location 
between the number boards; relocated 
horn to the long hood between the No. 
1 and No. 2 cooling fans; refurbished 
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cabs; and repainting. In 1988, the units 

Morrison-Knudsen 1 988 Locomotive were painted in the traditional BN 

Completions-Boise, Idaho, Shops black-and-green scheme with diagonal 
white stripes on the front of the short 

Date Owner Number Model Serial Built Work 
nose. Starting with the third unit of 
1 989 (and 28th overall) ,  the BN re-

1 /5 MK 8301 S040-2 36808 2/71 REC 
builds will  be delivered in a new 

1 /5 MK 8303 S040-2 3 1 562 1 /66 REC 
scheme featuring a white BN logo on 

1 / 1 5  FNM 1 30 1 3  S040-2 7396-25 8172 RMF the nose and a white face (see photo on 

1 /3 1  FNM 1 30 1 5  S040-2 7396-41 8172 RMF page 5 of this issue). 

2/1 NJT 4 1 30 GP40FH-2 33222 7/67 RM/NEW Externally, there will be only mini-

2/1 8  FNM 1 30 1 4  S040-2 7396-8 7/72 RMF mal changes resulting from the reman-

2/1 8 NJT 41 32 GP40FH-2 33228 7/67 RM/NEW ufacturing process. The GP40M and 
2/28 FNM 1 30 1 7  S040-2 7396-26 8172 RMF GP35-to-GP39M program entail only 
3/6 FNM 1 301 6 S040-2 7396-31 8172 RM/NEW the few "cosmetic" (horn and headlight 
317 MARC 71 GP39H-2 33230 8/67 RM/NEW placement, etc.) changes mentioned 
317 MARC 72 GP39H-2 34707 1 2/68 RM/NEW previously. The GP30-to-GP39M pro-
3/1 8  FNM 1 30 1 8  S040-2 7396-36 8172 RMF gram results in  more significan t 
3/25 NJT 4 1 35 GP40FH-2 33234 8/67 RM/NEW changes, though these are generally 
3131 FNM 1 3020 S040-2 7396-39 8172 RMF confined to the area just behind the cab 
4/2 FNM 1 3021 S040-2 7396-24 8/72 RMF at the electrical cabinet to inertial filter 
4/5 FNM 1 301 9 S040-2 7396-29 8/72 RMF interface. On the left side of the com-
4/1 2 TRI  802 F40PHL-2 34702 1 2/68 RM/NEW partment, the previous access door is 
4/20 FNM 1 3022 S040-2 7396-27 8172 RMF deleted and a new one-piece remov-
4/22 TRI 801 F40PHL-2 34694 1 1 /68 RM/NEW able panel is installed in place of the 
4127 FNM 1 3023 S040-2 7396-1 9  8/72 RMF the various one-, two- and three-panel 
4/30 FNM 1 3024 S040-2 7396-1 0  7/72 RMF configmations to provide maintenance 
5/6 FNM 1 3025 S040-2 7396- 1 8  7/72 RMF access to the traction motor/ARlO al-
5/1 6 FNM 1 3026 S040-2 7396-28 8172 RMF ternator blower duct. On the right side 
5/1 8 MNCR 4 1 84 GP40FH-2 32242 9/66 RM/NEW of the unit, the outside wall of the elec-
5/20 FNM 1 3027 S040-2 7396-1 3  7172 RMF 

trical cabinet now forms the exterior of 
5/31 FNM 1 3028 S040-2 7396-34 8172 RMF 

the carbody back to the the compart-
617 FNM 1 3029 S040-2 7396-40 8172 RMF 

6/1 4  FNM 1 3030 S040-2 7396-2 7172 RMF ment door. A small panel is added to 

6/29 FNM 1 3031 S040-2 7396-32 8172 RMF the compartment wall to provide ac-

6/30 FNM 1 3032 S040-2 7396-1 7  7/72 RMF cess to the ARlO mounting bolts. The 

7/1 TRI 804 F40PHL-2 347 1 6  1 2/68 RM/NEW rest of the panel is reskinned to pro-
7/5 FNM 1 3033 S040-2 7396-33 8172 RMF vide a smooth surface. 
8/3 MNCR 4 1 85 GP40FH-2 32244 9/66 RM/NEW Inside the GP30 filter compartment, 
8/5 TRI 805 F40PHL-2 34720 1 2/68 RM/NEW equipment changes are made to allow 
815 TRI 803 F40PHL-2 34704 1 2/68 RM/NEW use of the same components as the 
8122 MARC 75 GP39H-2 33534 1 /68 RM/NEW GP35s and GP40s. The new design ac-
8/27 MNCR 4 1 86 GP40FH-2 32236 9/66 RM/NEW tually duplicates the equipment layout 
9/1 MNCR 4 1 87 GP40FH-2 32247 1 0/66 RM/NEW of a GP35. One significant change is to 
9/8 BN 3506 GP40M 33749 2/68 RMF move the functional traction motor air 
9/1 9 BN 3502 GP40M 32583 1 2/66 RMF duct from the right side walkway to 
9/30 BN 3501 GP40M 32573 1 2/66 RMF the left walkway in place of the un-
1 017 BN 2875 GP39M 30014  4/65 RMF used cab heater piping/electrical con-
1 0/ 14  BN 3504 GP40M 33747 2168 RMF duit duct; this eliminates the crossover 
1 0/26 BN 2800 GP39M 28295 5/63 RMF duct from the left side traction motor 
1 0/28 BN 3505 GP40M 33748 2/68 RMF blower which impedes maintenance 
1 0/29 BN 3500 GP40M 32572 1 2/66 RMF access to the main generator. 
1 0/31 BN 3508 GP40M 33571 2/68 RMF During remanufacturing, the left-
1 1 / 1 1  BN  2801 GP39M 27636 8/62 RMF side raised walkway is converted to an 
1 1 /1 6 BN 3503 GP40M 33745 2/68 RMF 

1 1 /20 BN 2802 GP39M 27549 8/62 RMF 
air duct with an entrance alongside the 

1 1 /23 BN 2876 GP39M 29722 2/65 RMF 
ARlO in the same location as the GP35. 

1 1 /30 BN 2803 GP39M 281 79 2/63 RMF The ARlO is placed inside the com-

1 2/2 BN 2877 GP39M 29562 5/64 RMF partment, as in the GP35, and a new 

1 2/1 7 BN 2804 GP39M 281 84 3/63 RMF GP35/GP40 auxiliary generator/ARlO 

1 2/22 BN 2878 GP39M 28870 2/64 RMF blower ITM blower assembly is  in-

1 2/29 BN 3507 GP40M 33750 2/68 RMF stalled to standardize components. 

1 2130 BN 2805 GP39M 27928 1 1 /62 RMF In conjunction with the relocation of 
1 2131 BN 3506 GP40M 33749 2168 See note the air duct on units 2800-2802, the 

previous air duct on the right walkway 
Key was removed and the handrails low-
M K-Morrison-Knudsen MNCR-Metro-North Commuter Railraod ered. Later, it was decided there was 
FNM-Ferrocarriles Nacionales de Mexico BN-Burlington Northern no real advantage to removing the 
NJT-New Jersey Transit REC-Reconditioned duct, so it is simply being left on 
MARC-Maryland Area Rail Commuter RMF-Remanufactured (though blanked off) and the handrails 
TRI-Florida Tri-Rail RM/NEW-Remanufactured/New remain raised. 
Notes Inside the engine room, a few more 
• Number and model refer to completed units; serial number and date built refer to core units . changes are made to upgrade the GP30 
• GP40M 3506 had four traction motors changed. to GP351GP40 standards: The legs of 
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Right: One of only ten GP30s on the Cotton 
Belt roster, No. 5007 was purchased by M-K 
to be rebui l t  i nto BN GP39M 2803.  It is 
shown awaiting transformation at Boise in 
July 1 988. In  the process, the unit will lose 
its familiar SP array of l ights in favor of BN's 
simplified headlight-only set-up.  

Below: A view inside the M-K Engine Shop 
in Boise shows the side-by-side arrange
ment used for assembl ing 645 diesel en
gines; five of the engines are shown here in 
the process of being readied for installation 
in remanufactured BN locomotives. 

the equipment rack are modified to 
straddle the new rear traction motor 
air duct; the GP30 AC cabinet is  
scrapped; the cooling fan contactors re
moved from it are rebuilt and incorpo
rated into a newly fabricated 
GP35/GP40 AC cabinet; components 
on the equipment rack are rearranged 

BN GP39M represents the 
class un i t  in two respects: i t  is  
numerically the first unit, and 
it was M-K's first GP30 con
version. Shown at Boise on 
October 25, 1 988,  the un it 
looks very much l ike a stan
dard GP30; on the inside it is 
very d i f ferent ,  feat u r i n g  a 
Dash 2 electrical cabinet and 
an equipment layout that now 
resembles a GP35. This unit 
was reb u i l t from BN 2250 
(or ig i na l ly  C B & Q  973 bu i l t  
May 1 963) and  has  had  its 
class l ights el iminated, head
lights relocated and snowplow 
added. 

to GP35/GP40 configuration for stan
dardization and simplicity. When all 
the modifications are complete, the 
GP30 is a closer cousin to the GP35 
than ever before. However, since it re
tains its unique carbody design, there 
is no doubt as to its heritage. 

For the 1 988 program, out of 25 

units, the original 11 locomotives sent 
to get things started were the only BN 
units used . The balance of the order 
was filled out with three Seaboard Sys
tem GP30s, two SP /SSW GP30s, four 
UP GP30s and five SP / SSW GP35s. 
The final mix of 25 units was ten 
GP39Ms from GP30s, six GP39Ms from 
GP35s and nine GP40Ms from GP40s. 
Nineteen units were delivered in 1 988, 
with an additional six GP39Ms due in 
early 1 989. But, that's not the end of 
the project as, in December, BN gave 
M-K the go ahead on 25 units for 1 989. 
Additional BN and UP GP30s and 
GP40s began arriving to support the 
program shortly thereafter. 

Summary 

The total of all work completed by 
Morrison-Knudsen in 1 988 comes to 
415 units, a new one-year record for 
the M-K shops. It points to the fact that 
the teamwork of the dedicated people 
at M-K has put the company at the 
forefront of the railroad industry. With 
strong backlogs of cars in Hornell and 
locomotives in Boise, it is certain that 
Morrison-Knudsen will continue as a 
dominant force in equipment remanu
facturing in 1 989. 
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'ift+ins 
Fou r  coal carriers make for 
hot act ion in central I l l i no is' 

bust l i ng rai l road town 
By Carl M. Lehman 

G
rowing up in Peoria, Ill., in the early 1 960s was 
perfect for a budding railfan. My Dad belonged 
to an "0" scale club that had a large layout in the 

old Union Station; we could run model trains inside and 
watch real trains pass by outside. Peoria had 14 different 
railroads when I was a teen: Rock Island, Nickel Plate, 
Pennsyl vania,  To l e d o ,  Peoria & Western, Illinois 
Terminal, Peoria & Eastern (New York Centra!), Santa 
Fe, Gulf, Mobile & Ohio, Illinois Central, Chicago & 
Illinois Midland, Chicago & North Western, Minneapolis 
& St.  Louis (absorbed by C&NW in 1 960), Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy, and Peoria & Pekin Union. Today, 
even with the many mergers that have occurred in the 
past two decades, there are still nine railroads (Iowa 
Interstate being the newest) and Peoria is still a bustling 
railroad town. 

For many years, one of the mainstays of the Peoria 
rail scene has been unit coal train activity. At one time 
there were coal trains running only on Chicago & North 
Western and Chicago & Illinois Midland. After several 
changes in railroads due to mergers, and several changes 
in the operation of coal trains, a general routine for coal 
train operation has been established. Unit coal trains are 
now run into Peoria by C&NW IUnion Pacific, C&IM (in 
cooperation with C&NW and BN], Burlington Northern, 
and TP&W (until recently, Santa Fe). 

C&NW-First Unit Coal Trains Through Peoria 

The fir s t  u n i t  c o a l  train through Peoria that I 
remember seeing and photographing was a C&NW train 
that ran from a mine in Middle Grove, Ill., to Peoria on 
the old M&StL, and then north on the C&NW main up 
Radnor hill. Until 1 961,  the mine at Middle Grove used 
its own ex-M&StL 0-6-0s for switching coal hoppers. In 
the 1 960s, C&NW coal trains always had a mixture of 
five GP30s and GP35s, which were new then, and a 
caboose at both ends of the train. The two cabooses were 
used to speed the run-around move the power made on 

TEXT CONTINUES ON PAGE 32 

Traveling south on P&PU's double-track main on the east side of 
the I l l inois River, Chicago & North Western 7003/8026 (S050/S060) 
carry a loaded coal train toward a rendezvous with Chicago & I l l inois 
Midland. The rear end of this train ,  photographed in September 1 988, 
has just passed Wesley Junction. 

-STEVE SMEDLEY 
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Above: Darst St. crossing is popular with Peoria coal-train watchers. At this point, BN,  TP&W and C&NW trains leave (or enter) P&PU track prior to 
(or just after) crossing the river. In this June 1 986 view, a loaded BN train powered by a trio of GE's has just left its own rails and entered the P&PU. 
C&NW's track enters the foreground from the right. -CARL M. LEHMAN Below: Entering Peoria side-by-side in the Kickapoo Creek Valley, loaded 

-. BN (in background) and C&NW coal trains are both bound for the same destination-P&PU's double-track main on the east side of the river. The 
C&NW power lash-up includes two UP SD40-2s; UP power is common on this joint C&NW/UP operation. 
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-STEVE SMEDLEY 
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the C&NW after leaving the M&StL. This coal train 
always had to "double" Radnor Hill, though in later 
years "extra" units on hand in C&NW's Peoria yard, or 
units off a following train, would be used as helpers to 
push the train up the hil l .  The empty coal  trains 
sometimes needed pushers to help them up the old 
M&StL,  t o o . The Midd legrove coal train stopped 
running in 1 986. 

Another C &NW unit coal train was the Wisconsin 
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Above: After BN drops its loaded 
coal trains on P&PU's main l i ne  
south o f  Wesley Jct., C& IM units wil l 
run north and pick up the train and 
cont i nue  its t r ip  south .  Th is  J u ly 
1 986 photos shows the train on its 
southbound run through Pekin ;  its 
f i nal  desti nat ion is the Powerton 
Power Plant. Power for this train 
i n c l u d e s  S 0 1 8 61 sandw iched  
between  a p a i r  of S 038-2s .  
- CA RL M .  L EHMAN Left : I n  
another view at  Darst St., an empty 
C&NW train has just crossed the 
I l l inois River and is about to return 
to its own trackage on its outbound 
trip. To the left, power from two BN 
trains wait for the call to run east 
across the river and pick up a train 
of empties left by C&IM. 

-STEVE SMEDLE Y  

Electric train, which operated until 1 985. It came from 
mines in south-central Illinois and ran north through 
Peoria (loaded) about twice a week. This train always 
had Wisconsin E lectric-lettered coal cars and ra ted 
mostly C&NW GP50s, SD40-2s and SD45s for power. 

The C&NW /UP pool service was the third unit coal 
train operation initiated over C&NW through Peoria and 
is now the most frequent unit coal service on C&NW's 
line through Peoria. The train originates in Butte, Mont., 



It's July 1 984 and it is the first 
year of the short- l ived Santa Fe 
ownership of TP& w. During 1 984, 
Santa Fe began haul ing Eastern 
coal over the TP&W to the E .D .  
Edwards Power Plant southwest of 
Peoria. I n  th i s  v iew, a loaded,  
westbound tra in  i s  shown go ing 
through the TP&W yard i n  East 
Peoria. 

-CARL M. LEHMAN 

on the Union Pacific, moves onto C&NW's East-West 
main at Fremont, Neb., and turns south onto C&NW's 
"SI" (Southern Illinois) line at Nelson, Ill. In Peoria, the 
train is delivered to P&PU, which transfers the train to 
C&IM at Wesley or Grove. These coal trains used to run 
through with C&NW /UP power used on the C&IM, but 
this practice stopped in 1 980. Now, after the C&NW /UP 
units take a loaded train across P&PU's Illinois River 
bridge and deliver to C&IM, they uncouple and either 
pick up a train of empties or go back light across the 
river to C&NW's yard where they tie up until empties 
are ready. The P&PU main line along the east bank of the 
river is double-tracked and four miles long. It can hold 
two entire coal trains on one track and still leave a 
second track open for P&PU locals and other freights. 
The C&NW coal trains run with either C&NW or UP 
cars, and utilize from two to four locomotives. These 
trains see a wide variety of power, including C&NW 
GP50s, S040-2s, S045s, S050s and S060s; just as 
common as C&NW power on these trains is  UP power, 
usually S040-2s and C30-7s . Frequency of inbound 
loaded trains is once each day, with a similar number of 
empty trains leaving Peoria each day. 

BN Enters the Scene 

Burlington Northern's unit coal train service to Peoria 
started about the time BN was formed, first running 
with Chicago, Burlington & Quincy and Northern 
Pacific U25Cs and U28Cs. Today, the operations of BN 
unit coal trains in Peoria is similar to the operations of 
C&NW trains. BN trains arrive Peoria from the West 
(loaded) and also cross the Illinois River on the P&PU 
bridge, to the P&PU/C&IM "exchange" track on the east 
side of the river. BN units also used to run through on 
the C&IM, prior to 1 980. Today, when a loaded train is 
taken over the river and empties are not ready, the BN 
units go back across the river to a point just north of 
Darst Street and tie up. Frequently, there are units there 
from as many as three coal trains waiting for empties. 
These trains run with BN cars, and use from two to four 
locomotives. Six-axle power is used exclusively, usually 
C30-7s, S040-2s and,  as o f  l a t e ,  Oakway S060s.  
Occasionally, pool  p ower from other roads is  seen, 

including Soo Line, Norfolk Southern and Kansas City 
Southern. 

Coal is Big Business for C&IM 

Chicago & Illinois Midland first ran unit coal trains 
north to Pekin's Power ton Power Plant using its own 
freight cars, the then-new, high-side Thrall hoppers. The 
coal originated from on-line mines at Taylorville and 
Kincaid, Ill., and from C&NW's mines at Monterrey, Ill., 
via a connection between the two railroads at Barr, Ill. 
Today, C&IM coal trains consist only of C&IM units 
pulling C&NW /UP and BN coal trains southbound on 
C&IM trackage. Occasionally, when BN is short of coal 
hoppers, the C&IM high-sides are put back into service. 
C&IM coal trains go either to Powerton plant on the south 
edge of Pekin, or to C&IM's coal-to-barge transfer facility 
in Havanna, Ill., 40 miles southwest of Peoria. Most of the 
coal is then barged north to Chicago-area Commonwealth 
Edison (until recently, owner of C&IM) power plants 
along the Illinois River. All of the C&NW coal trains and 
20 percent of the BN coal trains go to Havanna for 
transfer to barges. The remaining 80 percent of the BN 
coal trains go to the Powerton power plant. 

C&IM uses primarily its S038-2s for hauling the BN 
and C&NW coal trains . However, there's always a 
chance that you might see other C&IM six-axle road 
units in use, as S01 8s are often used with the S038-2s. 
(C&IM's S09s are currently in long-term storage.) 

The preferred practice is for C&IM to bring empties 
north when loads arrive from either C&NW or BN. This 
way, there are trains for both sets of power to exchange, 
and no light moves are necessary. However, this is not 
always the case, and trains of empties and loads are left 
on the P&PU for later pick-up. The loads are most often 
left on P&PU's milepost 7, and the empties at Wesley 
Junction. Until recently, C&IM had about four blocks of 
street trackage in Pekin on which the unit coal trains ran, 
though this has now been eliminated. 

TP&W Also on the Scene 

A unit coal train started running on the Toledo Peoria 
& Western in about 1 960. The coal from TP&W trains is 
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Above: Another view at Darst St. shows a scene 
that will probably never be repeated. This July 1 986 
photo shows a Santa Fe (TP&W) train with no less 
than three GP30s among the power consist; current 
TP&W operations now boast a fleet of GP20s for 
power. This is a train of empties from the Edwards 
Power Plant; note that loaded BN and C&NW coal 
trains pass this same spot travel ing in the same 
direction.-CARL M. LEHMAN Right: A westbound, 
empty BN train passes the siding at Edwards, I I I . ,  
just west of Peoria in  March 1 984. I n the power 
consist, tucked in  behind S040-2 7930 is Kansas 
City Southern S040 6 1 5. Pool power is occasionally 
seen on the BN coal trai ns serving Peoria, with 
KCS, Soo (usually ex-MILW "bandits") and NS units 
being the most common. 

-ROBERT E. LEHMAN 

destined for the E.D. Edwards Power Plant on the south 
edge of Bartonville, which is sou thwest of Peori a .  
Originally, TP&W trains came into town from the west 
carrying Western coal, but during the Santa Fe era, the 
Edwards Power Plant switched to Eastern coal; today, 
trains deliver coal to Peoria from the east. TP&W coal 
trains today use P&PU trackage to cross the Illinois 
River (TP&W's own bridge was taken out of service in 
1 970 after a barge collided with it); this means that the 
TP&W coal trains use the same P&PU bridge as the 
C&NW and BN coal trains-though loaded trains travel 
in opposite directions. 

When the original Toledo, Peoria & Western (TP&W 
merged into AT&SF in 1 984; earlier this year, AT&SF 
sold much of the same trackage to a shortline operator 
which chose to revive the TP&W name) ran unit coal 
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trains to the Edwards Power Plant, you could see any 
mixture of TP&W power on these trains. In the final pre
Santa Fe years, usual fare was five or six of the then-new 
GP38-2s .  In the Santa Fe days, the coal trains were 
powered exclusively by older, four-axle locomotives, 
mostly GP30s, GP35s, and GP38s, plus occasional GE 
U23Bs. The new TP&W obtained, with the trackage, a 
small fleet of GP20s, which now get the call for unit coal 
trains. Though many of the GP20s are still in Santa Fe 
paint, work has started to repaint the units into a new 
NYC-inspired two-tone gray "lightning stripe" scheme. 

P&PU's Role in Coal Train Operations 

From the south end of the P&PU yard in East Peoria, 
across the Illinois River bridge to Darst St. where the 



I 

Another popular place to watch coal train activity in Peoria is the Wesley Rd. crossing. In this Ju ly 1 984 photo, C&NW and BN power consists 
have backed onto trains of empty hoppers left by C&IM and await the okay to proceed and cross the I l l inois River. This trackage is P&PU's double
track main on the east side of the river. This busy l ine sees a number of trains each day in addition to coal train activity, including transfer jobs from 
Il l inois Central and Conrail, along with regular P&PU local trains. 

three railroads hit home rails, is a very busy section of 
Peoria & Pekin Union trackage used by all three unit 
coal train operations. This trackage also sees BN, C&NW 
and TP&W freights, plus many P&PU locals. The P&PU 
double-track line along the east bank of the Illinois River 
from the south end of its East Peoria yard to the north 
edge of Pekin is also very busy and sees the C&NW, BN 
and C&IM coal trains exchanging loaded and empty 
cars; plus, freights from Conrail, Illinois Central and 
P&PU are regular fare. 

All of this trackage is controlled by the P&PU's uBJ" 
Tower, which is located immediately west of the bridge. 
This is where the old Rock Island track (now Archer
Daniels-Midland) to Pekin crosses the P&Pu. If you are 
lucky, you can see an ADM switcher using this line. The 
tower not only controls all train movements on a large 
portion of the P&PU, but also raises and lowers the 
bridge for barge traffic on the river. 

Peoria: Great for Train Watching 

Illinois is thought to be a flat, vast corn field by those 
who have never been there. While much of the state is 
fairly flat and devoted to agricultural pursuits, Peoria, 
situated right in the center of the state, sits along the 
Illinois River which has carved a broad valley and 

-CARL M. LEHMAN 

created the surprisingly hilly environment which 
surrounds the city. Though not a barrier the scale of the 
Rockies or Sierra Nevada, these hills have always 
challenged the railroads in Peoria. Some, like Rock 
Island, solved the problem by following the river; most 
found a direct assault on the hills more practical. The 
result was helpers being used until recently by several 
railroads in central Illinois, a place you might not expect 
them. Though the helpers are no longer necessary in this 
era of high-horsepower six-axle diesels, the hills still 
provide a stiff challenge for loaded coal trains, as well as 
a scenic environment in which to photograph trains. 

So, if you like seeing modern coal trains.. from several 
different railroads in one location, Peoria is a good place 
to catch the action. Spend a day at the P&PU bridge, 
Darst St., or Wesley Junction, and you'll be pleased with 
the frequency and variety parading before your camera. 
Another day along the C&NW main line watching trains 
struggle up Radnor hill, or along the C&IM watching the 
surprising number of trains the short line runs, will also 
be a real treat. Plus, there's always a group of friendly 
railfans around to help you find the really good photo 
locations. 

The author wishes to thank his brother, Robert E. Lehman, 
who provided valuable assistance in preparing this article. 
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Railroad columns 
Continued from page 17 

The "Beet-en" Path 

The Santa Maria Valley Railroad is 
once again running sugar beet trains to 
the Union Sugar Co. mill at Betteravia, 
Calif. This unique operation is the last 
of its kind on a short-line in the Gold
en State. The 1 989 beet season began 
during the first week of April and 
should run until early June. During 
this time one can see entire trains of 
40-foot wood-sided beet gons plying 
the rails of SP and SMV 

The sugar beets, which resemble 
large, stringy sweet potatoes with ten
tacles, are loaded at points along SP 
lines in California's San Joaquin and 
Imperial valleys. SP gathers the loads 
into unit trains at Tracy (in the San 
Joaquin Valley) and at El Centro (in the 
Imperial Valley) and forwards them to 
the Santa Maria Valley Railroad at 
Guadalupe, on SP's Coast Line south 
of San Luis Obispo. SMV handles the 
beets between the SP interchange and 
the refinery at Betteravia using its fleet 
of GE 70-tonners and its lone GE U6B 
(a 600-h.p.  export model). 

At the beginning of April, SMV was 
operating two switch jobs per day. The 
first job was called for 7 a.m. at Santa 
Maria; this job runs to the SP inter
change at Guadalupe, picks up a cut of 
beet gons, and takes them over to the 
sugar mill at Betteravia, where loads 
are exchanged for empties. The cycle is 
repeated until there are no more loads 
left at the interchange. The second job 
goes on duty at 11 a.m. at Santa Maria 
and performs all other work in town 
and along the line. In the past, when 
beet and perishable traffic was much 
heavier, SMV also ran a night job dur-

add 6/611, %  sales tax 
Add 1 . 2 5  shipping 

first video, .35 each 
additional (I) INTERURBAN 

.� . . PRESS :.�;.; ::;�, PO Box 6444, Glendale CA 91 225 

"'

.

= 

.. , (81 8) 240-9 1 30 

32 . JULY 1989 

ing the harvest season, but, alas, those 
days are gone. 

For those who wish to photograph 
SMV in action, the harvest should be 
over by the time you read this, but 
don't fret. After the season is over, op
erations return to their normal sched
ule of a daily job, on duty at 10 a.m. 
The SMV lends itself very well to the 
photographer in that it keeps its power 
and cabooses in immaculate condition, 
and there are plen ty of paralleling 
highways. Train speeds are relatively 
low, making for a safe, rewarding 
chase. 

Odds and Ends 

Calumet Shearing Inc., a division of 
the Scrap Corp. of America in Chicago, 
has returned its GE 65-ton No. 7174 to 
National Railway Equipment Co. at 
Dixmoor, Ill., in exchange for an ex
MILW SW1200. For those of you into 
data, the GE is ex-NASA 7 1 74, ex
Army 7174 and ex-Nebraska Defense 
Corporation (Arkansas Ordnance 
Plant) No. 1 .  The SW1200 was previ
ously Soo No. 1210, and before that 
carried MILW Nos. 705, 629 and 2024 
. . .  The Texas Southern dinner trains 
began using SP trackage out of San 
Antonio, Texas, beginning on Feb. 4 . . .  
Dinner trains opera ted on the 
Arkansas & Missouri Railroad during 
January, February and March using 
Eureka Springs & North Arkansas (a 
local tourist operation in Eureka 
Springs, Ark. )  equipment stored on 
A&M. The trains were operated out of 
the former Frisco freigh t depot in 
Fayetteville on Thursdays through 
Sundays by local interests. Power for 
the trains was A&M's venerable RS1, 
or a T6 . . .  Arkansas Eastman at 
Batesville, Ark., has acquired ex-Cen-

tral Vermont SW1200 1511 ;  the unit al
so worked on the Grand Trunk West
ern as its 1511 . . .  Tacoma Belt Line 
Aleo S4 No. 921 has been sold to a 
buyer in Southern California. The unit 
left Tacoma, Wash., on Feb. 21 bound 
for Colton, Calif . . .  Corrections: In 
PRN 303, Magma Arizona Railroad 
No. 9 is a modified S12 with an 800-
h.p. engine installed as specified by its 
original owner, the McCloud River 
Railroad; Magma Arizona No. 10 is a 
DRS-6-6-15 . . .  In PRN 305, Minnesota 
Central should read Minnesota Com
mercial . . .  The Buffalo Ridge Rail
road has begun operations on the for
mer C&NW line through Rushmore, 
Adrian, Magnolia, Luverne and Beaver 
Creek in southwestern Minnesota. Re
portedly, this operation is affiliated 
with the Minnesota Valley Railroad . . .  
Columbia Business Center is the new 
name of the Columbia Industrial Park 
in Vancouver, Wash. This operation 
rosters two unnumbered locomotives, 
a GE 25-tonner and a Whitcomb 80-ton 
model 80DE5c, both of which have 
been recently repainted to reflect the 
name change of the complex . . .  Ex-UP 
GP20 483 has found its way onto the 
Wilson Corp. complex in Des Moines. 
This unit began life in July, 1 960 as UP 
713, then became the 483 by the time it 
was sold to Diesel Electric Services in 
St. Paul. Since that time it has gone to 
the Western Technical College in Ne
braska, Weber Industries and finally to 
Wilson. This unit is one of the few UP 
GP20s to escape the torch; hopefully 
this unit will be sold to a short line, or 
be preserved . . .  Finally, a new Ari
zona short line came into being on 
April 1 4, when the Arizona Central 
Railroad commenced operations over 
the former Santa Fe Clarkdale Subdivi
sion. The 39-mile line is between Drake 
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(connecting with the "Pea vine" line) 
and Clarkdale. Included in the sale 
from Santa Fe was GP9U 2278, which 
should be adequate power for the line, 
once described as one of the most 
scenic branches on the Santa Fe sys
tem. 

Thanks to Ken Ardinger, John F. Kirk
land, Dave Busse, Rolland M. Crawford, 
AAR ON TRACK, THE MIXED TRAIN, Lo -
COMOTIVE NOTES II, MID WEST RA I L  
SCENE REPORT, FUMSIES, and the San ta 
Maria Valley Railroad. 

SANTA 

FE 

George C .  Manley 

New GEs Delivered 

Delivery of 20 GE Dash 8-40Bs, num
bered 7430-7449, began April 4. The 
new locomotives were delivered in 
four-unit sets for service systemwide. 
They didn't stay in sets long, however; 
as with other new power, they were 
mixed in with high-speed four-axle 
units. By April 15, units 7445 and 7447 
teamed up with GP50 3810 working 
west on the California Division. This 
same day found 7439 headed west as 
the third unit on the 879 train, bound 
for Bakersfield. Earlier, on April 1 3, 
GP60 4008 and Dash 8-40B 7437 were 
westbound on the 1 89 train, followed 
closely by the 188 train with 7443 and 
7435 spliced by B36-7 7499 for power. 
Delivery of this year's installment of 
GP60s is expected in late June to early 
July. 

Traffic Growth Continues 

Santa Fe has been working hard to 
deliver faster and better service. Com
petition is all around from U P, 
SP /D&RGW and BN, so the railroad 
has had to hustle to line up more traf
fie. By early April,  car loadings 
reached 40,072; intermodal loadings 
topped 37,148, an increase of 7.8 per
cent over the same period in 1988. 

Another increase was seen in April 
as Santa Fe and Burlington Northern 
began operating coordinated service 
for non-intermodal traffic under a Vol
untary Coordination Agreement. This 
gives both roads and their customers 
the nationwide reach they need with 
just a single phone call. Traffic in
volved must be new business generat
ed by both roads; both roads make 
joint rates using a single billing. Cus
tomers have easy access to major mar
kets coast-to-coast, greater scheduling 

It was a rugged winter for railroads all over the western part of the country. On March 5, 
1 989, a surprise snow storm dumped six to nine inches of snow on the Oklahoma City, Okla., 
area. Though the storm played havoc with local road travelers, railroads were less-severely 
affected; this southbound grain train powered by "Redbirds" 9544 and 5098 was able to slip 
out of town at sunset, after the storm had ended. 

opportunities, simplified billing proce
dures and increased equipment avail
ability. Early results in April indicated 
the new arrangement was catching on. 

Another sign that business is grow
ing rapidly is that the recently upgrad
ed intermodal facility at Mormon Yard 
in Stockton, Calif., has outgrown itself. 
Downline at Empire (10 miles east of 
Modesto), there are plans to expand 
the busy intermodal loading facility by 
laying a third 30-car track. 

Operation Red Bird 

So you like the merger scheme of red 
and yellow? In increasing numbers, 
units in this scheme are coming due 
for classified (regularly scheduled) 
overhaul at the shops. A recent jaunt 
through southern California (April 1 3-
16) found a number of the red-painted 
units readily sighted. Many are faded, 
but if you haven't shot them by now, 
you'd better hurry. A total of 28 red 
units in 10  models were sighted in that 
four-day trip, so they are out there. 

Among the 1 9  GP20s sold off to the 
new TP&W were four red units: 3019, 
3068, 3073 and 3074. 

Motive Power News 

Santa Fe and EMD are testing fuel 
consumption on the following test set: 
GP60s 4007/4008, SD40-2 5021 and 
GP50 3826. The units were left together 
during the month-long tests . . .  Up
coming planned retirements of motive 
power include 55 GP7s, two GP9s, 1 8  
unrebuilt SD45-2s, 1 6  B36-7s and 27 
U36Cs. This is a relatively large num
ber of units, and can be partially ex
plained by the expiration of leases on 
some of these classes of power. Cus
tomer dissatisfaction would be the rea
son for unloading the 7484-class GE 
B36-7s. Unless there is a dramatic in-

-RANDY KELLER 

crease in traffic, these four-axle GEs 
will be returned to the lessor . . . Re
manufacturing continues, with GP39-
2s 3640-3682 assuming new identities 
in the 3450-3505 group. GP40Xs 3800-
3809 also will get overhauled, but will 
keep their present numbers; ditto for 
SD40-2s 5200-52 1 3  if they are re
worked. Other units of the 6350-class 
will be renumbered into the 7200-class 
as they are overhauled and upgraded 
to 3,000 h.p. The last of the group of 
SD40Us, ex-SD40-2s 5000-5057, should 
be completed in May. A major visual 
change is the low-mounted headlight 
on the short hood. Look for SD40-2s 
5058-51 24 to receive a similar upgrad
ing in 1990. 

Derailments Cause Reroutings 

To follow up on an event covered by 
way of a photo in our last issue, an SP 
derailment on March 9 of three tank 
cars forced the San Joaquins to detour 
through Franklin Canyon for parts of 
three days. Then, in early April, the 
991 train derailed at Pinole, Calif., near 

A M S T E R D A M  

A TRAMRIDE THROUGH THE DUTCH CAPITOL 
63 MINlJTES OF OUALITY VIDEO 
$23.00 postpaid 

VHS - BETA - VIDEO 8 
24 HOUR ORDER LINE 21 5/602-4600 

many more to choose from, send S.A.SE 
CARSON HOME VIDEO 

BOX 42582, Ph i la . ,  PA 1 91 01 
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Richmond; two units and 10 cars went 
on the ground. The remainder of that 
train was pulled back to Richmond 
and rerouted via SP rails to Port 
Chicago behind SD45Rs 5349 and 
5386. The derailment also saw Rich
mond-L.A. piggyback train 998 rerout
ed via SP's Coast Line, while other 
traffic was held until the line was re
opened. 

Operational Miscellany 

In early April, Santa Fe participated 
in moving 325 cars of military equip
ment from Ft. Benning, Ga., to Ft. Ir
win, Calif. (in the Mojave Desert near 
Barstow), in four trains. These were re
ceived in Kansas City off the Norfolk 
Southern in 24-hour intervals. 

Santa Fe has been testing a new ar
ticulated covered-hopper car since 
September 1 988. This car, developed 
by TransitAmerica Inc., represents the 
next generation of grain hopper that 
offers significant improvements in 
trackworthiness and economic perfor
mance. The design spreads the weight 
of two cars over three trucks, reducing 
resistance and making it more fuel effi
cient. Savings in operations are esti
mated to equal or even exceed the ini
tial purchase price of the articulated 
hopper. 

New Santa Fe Services 

Santa Fe started a new service April 
14 between Richmond and Chicago. 
This is a new once-weekly expedited 

Ride the Skunk 
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Redwoods 
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train of refrigerated trailers for 
Transamerica Distribution Services. 
Eastbound, the train runs as the 961 , 
leaving Richmond at 2 a.m. Friday, and 
arriving Chicago 5 p.m. Sunday. West
bound, its trailers are combined with 
the 1 58 train to Barstow, and then 
moved up the San Joaquin Valley on 
available trains. 

Other new service is expected in the 
form of Ford auto parts from Detroit 
and Toronto assembly plants, bound 
for El Paso and Ford's assembly plants 
in Mexico. The assembled components 
will return via El Paso for northbound 
deliveries to Ford's Kansas City and 
Chicago plants . The remainder will 
travel to Ford plants in Michigan, Ohio 
and Ontario. Service may be handled 
by five-platform stack cars, which give 
a superior ride. If all the marketing 
tests prove out, traffic could reach a 
minimum of 60 containers a day in 
each direction. 

Thanks to Dave Martin, Jay Hawk, 
Brian Copple, Perry White, David Addi
son and Norwood Bixler. 
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Wayne Monger 

Katy Merger Repercussions 

We began last month's column with a 
discussion of the future of U P ' s  
Carthage Subdivision m a i n  line 
through the Ozark Mountains of 
southern Missouri and northern 
Arkansas. As expected, UP rerouted all 
through freights off the mountainous, 
expensi ve-to-main tain 385-mile 
Carthage and Cotter subdivisions as of 
April 4, leaving the route to local trains 
only. The two pairs of through freights 
that were abolished from this route 
were trains MENP / NPME (between 
Memphis and North Platte), and the 
second of two daily trains between 
Kansas City and Little Rock (KC
NL2/NLKC2). 

The traffic between Memphis and 
North Platte is now being moved on a 
new pair of trains, the 
MENPZ/ NPMEZ, that run via St .  
Louis. The one remaining through job 
using the Carthage and Cotter subdivi
sions, a unit coal movement that sup
plies the Arkansas Power & Light 
plant at Newark, Ark., was removed in 
May. This is actually a set of nine trains 
using symbols CNANW and CNWNA 
that make the circuit between Newark 
and the North Antelope mine in the 
Powder River Basin of Wyoming in 

about a week. These trains will be 
rerouted onto the "parallel" main line 
to the south and west, through Van Bu
ren, Ark. 

Thanks to the derailment of KCNL2 
on March 31 ,  through trains using the 
Carthage Subdivision were detoured 
early onto their future routes. The 
tracks were reopened April 3, but only 
the coal trains returned to this line. 

A direct effect of the Katy merger 
and the general rethinking of traffic 
patterns is the planned shutdown in 
April or May of 1 77 miles of the Okla
homa Subdivision. This unsignaled 
main line carries traffic between 
Kansas City and Dallas, and runs 
through Muskogee, Okla. It is planned 
to transfer all of the trains over to the 
nearby Katy main line from just a few 
miles north of Muskogee to the junc
tion of the UP and Katy lines 21 miles 
north of Denison, Texas. The history of 
this soon-to-be-abandoned line ex
tends back to the time it was known as 
the Kansas, Oklahoma & Gulf. 

Branchline News 

Topping the news about UP branch 
lines is the sale of two lines to Railtex, 
Inc., of San Antonio, Texas. Railtex will 
operate U P ' s  Texas-New Mexico 
Branch using subsidiary Austin & 
Northwestern. This branch extends for 
106 miles from Monahans, Texas, north 
to Lovington, N. M.  

Railtex also purchased the 108-mile 
St. Joseph Branch, running from just 
east of Marysville, Neb . ,  across the 
Missouri River into St. Joseph, Mo. The 
western 74 miles of this branch see fre
quent local service, while the eastern 
35 miles of the branch have not seen a 
train since the line was damaged by 
floods in 1 986. Railtex will restore op
erations to the entire line using sub
sidiary Mid-Michigan Railroad. 

Another UP branch in the state of 
Nebraska is in the news. The Great 
Plains Chapter of the NRHS is interest
ed in buying 1 0  of the 22 miles of the 
abandoned Grand Island branch be
tween Grand Island and Hastings. The 
Great Plains Chapter would like to 
have a tourist operation on this line, as 
well as develop a new railroad muse
um at the small town of Doniphan. 
This portion of the branch was ap
proved for abandonment by the ICC in 
September 1 988. 

Reports from Salt Lake City find that 
the Utah Transit Authority has started 
negotiations with UP for the use of 43 
miles of right-of-way between Salt 
Lake City and Provo. UTA is planning 
a light-rail system that would ini�lly 
extend south from Salt Lake City to 
Sandy, and eventually all the way to 
Provo. This line was once UP's Salt 
Lake City-Provo main line, but three 
years ago, UP obtained trackage rights 
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on D&RGW's line between these two 
cities. The only train that uses the UP 
route is the Provo Local, currently the 
haunt of two leased McCloud River 
Railroad SD38s. 

Controversy in Idaho 

The state of Idaho is the location of a 
major struggle between local and state 
governments and Union Pacific over 
the future of several branch lines. At 
the forefront is the fate of the highly 
scenic, but rarely used, Teton Valley 
branch, which extends for 31 miles 
from Ashton to Tetonia, Idaho. The 
state of Idaho is one of the few places 
left where there is a relatively intact 
system of branch lines still serving, on 
a daily basis, small customers located 
every mile or two. These small cus
tomers, using two to six cars per week, 
are mostly agricultural, basically grain 
elevators and potato sheds. UP would 
like to get rid of these lines through 
abandonment or sale. But forces in Ida
ho see the Teton Valley branch as a 
"watershed" case for the rest of the UP 
branch lines coming up for abandon
ment in the state over the next few 
years. The case is the first test of a 1 985 
law in Idaho allowing the Idaho Public 
Utilities Commission (IPUC) to hold 
its own abandonment hearings and to 
ask for ICC intervention. 

The small firestorm of protests over 
the line prompted the ICC to schedule 
field hearings on the case during May. 
Adding fuel to the fires, three major 
grain shippers located along the Teton 
Valley branch testified to the IPUC that 
UP tried to discourage use of the 
branch. (The last train to run on this 
line was in late October 1 987.) Other 
testimony before the IPUC indicated 
that approximately $270,000 of rehabil
itation over the next few years is re
quired to bring the line back up to FRA 
Class I standards. In contrast, UP has 
estimated that $2 million is needed to 
rehabilitate. 

UP has other branchline problems 
in eastern Idaho. First, J .R .  Simplot 
Co., which is one of UP's largest cus
tomers on the entire system, has pro
posed building a 58-mile slurry 
pipeline to move phosphate ore from 
its Conda Mine, north of Soda Springs, 
Idaho, to the massive fertilizer plant at 
Pocatello. For years, raw phosphate 
ore has been moved in unit trains from 
both the Conda Mine and the Gay 
Mine, 20 miles north of Pocatello on 
the Fort Hall Indian Reservation There 
is also the possibility that the FMC 
Corp. will use this new slurry pipeline 
to move raw ore from its Dry Valley 
Mine (location of the private Dry Val
ley Railroad-see PRN 276), thus elim
inating the need for both the Conda 
branch and the Dry Valley branch .  
Meanwhile, at  the Gay Mine, the raw 

phosphate reserves are now down to 
only a few more years of production, 
and the r;hoshone-Bannock tribe is 
considering putting a user fee on both 
the railroad branch and the mining op
erations. 

In the Twin falls area, a story similar 
to the the Teton Valley branch contro
versy is unfolding. Communities along 
UP's Northside branch are fighting the 
proposed abandonment of 67 miles of 
railroad between Rupert and Bliss, and 
have been working to attract new rail
using businesses to the area. But, un
like the Teton Valley, the Northside 
branch and the rest of the connecting 
branches in the Twin Falls area will 
probably be sold off to a shortline op
erator as a package deal within the 
next two years. 

Motive Power News 

Heading into spring, the motive
power situation on the entire Union 
Pacific System continued to be very 
tight, leaving the UP looking for sec
ond -genera tion EMD products to 
lease. By diving heavily into the leased 
locomotive market, and using the re
cently delivered Dash 8-40Cs (the last 
of which was delivered on March 5), 
the near-record volumes of freight traf
fic that UP is handling in early 1 989 
have been moved with only occasional 
motive power shortages. 

Some of the items predicted in the 
UP column in PRN 305 had not hap
pened as of mid-April. The last three 
GP30s were still operational and in 
use; the number of locomotive retire
ments had once again been cut back; 
and the fleet of MKT locomotives had 

become well-mixed with the UP fleet 
in several regions of the system. As a 
measure of how short of power the UP 
was at that time, the remaining active 
Katy GP7s had been seen occasionally 
in use on road freights in Texas and 
Oklahoma, instead of being retired. Of 
these GP7s, Nos. 104, 1 10, 112 and 118 
were assigned to Kansas City; 101,  105, 
1 08 and 1 1 1  were assigned to North 
Little Rock; and 96, 97, 1 09 and 1 21 
were assigned to Houston for mainte
nance and local service. 

To remain consistent with the rest of 
the railroad, UP decided that whenev
er one or a group of locomotives are 
leased for at least five years, these lo
comotives will be upgraded to UP 
standards and given a coat of UP 
paint. The first group of used locomo
tives going through this program is a 
set of 37 GP40s on a five-year lease 
from Helm Leasing. After being paint
ed, they are being numbered 850-887 
in the UP roster. 

Another group of 29 four-axle EMD 
locomotives is "coming home" to UP 
on another five-year lease: former Mis
souri Pacific GP38-2s that were num
bered between MP 2009 and MP 2073. 
When the lease ran out on the set of lo
comotives in late 1 985, they were re
moved from the railroad, but not be
fore some of them had had yellow 
paint and 2300-series numbers applied 
to them. Now, all will be repainted, 
and renumbered in the 1800 series. The 
first unit to go through this transfor
mation was former MP 2055, which is 
now UP 1 820. 

UP has also turned to EMD for large, 
leased six-axle locomotives. Currently 
under a short-term lease are 10 ex-ICG 
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Union Pacific 61 1 9  shows off construction features unique to the second order of SD60Ms. 
Note the additional louvers added to the battery box to ease battery overheating experienced 
on in itial SD60Ms. Also, the UP medallion has been moved forward on both sides. The units 
were manufactured in Canada and shipped to La Grange in primer for painting. 

SD40-2s numbered 6040-6049, which 
were originally built for the Rock Is
land. Also being leased from EMD are 
at least three ex-Southern SD45s, num
bered 3147, 3148 and 3167. 

Even with the power shortage, UP 
went ahead and retired a few locomo
tives during early M arch, most of 
which came from the ranks of the MKT 
fleet. The victims included MKT GP40s 
175, 217, 221 and 233; MKT RS3Ms 152 
and 153; and MKT GP7 114.  Also re
tired was the Katy's yard slug set of 
GP7 99 and slug 500. UP retired two 
more U30Cs from the active roster, 
2897 and 295 1 ,  further reducing the 
ranks of active U30Cs down to 12. Six 
former M P  U23Bs,  numbered M P  
4500-4505, were returned to their own
er when the lease expired in March. 

UP 6109, which is the final member 
of the 25-unit order of EMD SD60Ms 
equipped with the "Crew Comfort 
Cab," arrived on Feb. 1 2 .  All 25 of 
these locomotives were "eased" into 
service, usually as trailing units on the 
eastern half of the railroad. Mechani
cal department personnel spent most 
of the month of March touring UP 

-GEORGE R. COCKLE 

with one of these new SD60Ms, spend
ing two or three days at each major 
terminal, instructing and qualifying 
train crews on the controls of these 
new units. As of April, there were no 
longer any restrictions on using these 
units in the leading position. By the 
time you read this, the next order of 
1 06 SD60Ms will be partially delivered. 
These units will be numbered 6110-
6215, and are expected to arrive from 
April through August. Like the order 
of Dash 8-40Cs from GE, these EMD 
locomotives will consist of 100 units 
owned by the UP (6110-6209) and six 
lease protection units numbered 6210-
6215. It is expected that the lease pro
tection units will be delivered out of 
sequence sometime in June 1 989. 

Personnel at the system paint shop 
at the Jenks Shops in North Little Rock 
have been very busy changing locomo
tives from MoPac blue and the multi
ple colors of the Katy to Armour Yel
low. Katy units painted during March 
include GP38 328, now numbered UP 
1 985, and SD40-2s 611  and 621 , now 
numbered UP 3820 and 3829. UP also 
painted the former Katy road slug set 

of GP40/ s1ug / G P40 226 / 501 / 227, 
now numbered UP 595/5-50/596. Lat
est reports have this set working in the 
southern Illinois coal fields on locals 
out of Sparta. 

Thanks to George Cockle, Dan Schro ed
er, Bill Maltby, John Walker, Ken Meeker, 
Dick Schmeling and THE MIXED TRAIN. 
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CP Rail 

The new MacDonald Tunnel was offi
cially opened on May 5, taking advan
tage of the warmer spring climate. In 
actuality, though, the tunnel has been 
in operation for nearly six months; the 
May 5 ceremony was simply a formali
ty commemorating the tunnel's open
ing. 

Canadian National 

Delivery of CN's SD60Fs began in 
February and, after the usual break-in 
trips to the East, the new units were 
showing up throughout the West by 
March. Like the SD50Fs, the new loco
motives usually run in pairs and are 
used on unit trains and other priority 
tonnage. The units are numbered in 
the 5500-class; as a result, CN's GP38s 
were vacated from the 5500- and 5600-
classes, and renumbered into the 4700-
and 4800-classes, respectively. 

Southern British Columbia 

All former BC Hydro locomotives 
and cabooses (with the exception of 
one remaining BC Hydro lettered ca
boose) now carry the Southern British 
Columbia name. The SBC name has al-
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so begun to appear on various compa
ny structures, including the Trapp Yard 
Shops buildings. A number of freight 
cars have appeared with new reporting 
marks (reading "SRY"), but so far none 
have been fully repainted. The compa
ny is currently investigating the feasi
bility of having an on-line freight car 
facility for doing outside work. 

Howe Sound & Northern 

One of the biggest news items dur
ing the month of April is the state of 
site clearing for the Howe Sound & 
Northern Shops and Facilities complex 
in Squamish, B .C . ,  which will also 
house the West Coast Railway Associa
tion Museum. Almost five years of 
planning and preparation have gone 
into this project; unlike other tourist 
railroads which utilize active or aban
doned trackage from neighboring rail 
lines, the HS&N will feature all-new 
construction and almost four miles of 
trackage, opening up an area presently 
inaccessible to the public. 

BC Rail 

By the time you read this, delivery 
of 1 60 73-foot centerbeam flat cars 
(numbered in the 730000-class) should 
be completed. The cars were built at 
BC Rail's Squamish Shops from kits 
supplied by a Korean manufacturer. 
Also appearing on the scene are 
newsprint cars in the 43000-series, 
which have been converted from stan
dard box cars. 

The new 4,OOO-foot Shalalth Tunnel, 
located between milepost 1 40 and 
milepost 141, was officially opened on 
April 1 1 .  However, BC Rail trains have 
been using the tunnel since March 1 7. 
The tunnel was built under an incen
tive agreement (with a bonus for early 
completion) and was completed two 
months ahead of schedule-finally al
lowing the railway to bypass an area 
of extremely unstable rock which had 
caused a number of slides and service 
disruptions in recent years. 

BC Rail's new General Electric loco
motives will be "cowl" units, outfitted 
with the new North American Cab de
sign. As all units will be equipped to be 
Locotrol master units, 1 989 is expected 
to be the final year one can see 700-
class M-630s and newer SD40-2s as 
lead units in regular service. Get those 
photos now, as 1 990 will more than 
likely see the new GE units leading all 
through freights on the BC Rail system. 

A Note To Contributors 

As this is my first column since be
ing asked to join the PACIFIC RAILNEWS 

staff, I would like to ask all readers to 
submit news items. Please write Doug 
Cummings in care of PRN. 

REGIONALS 

Fred Hyde 

Montana Rail Link 

Montana Rail Link, continuously 
short of locomotives as traffic levels 
continue to increase, recently pur
chased eight ex-Clinchfield SD45-2s. 
These units are scheduled to be on the 
property by July. I t ' s  not  known 
whether this transaction will satiate 
MRL's hunger for motive power. An
other option available:  ex-MILW 
SD40-2s fresh off of lease from Sao 
Line. These units, currently owned by 
General Motors Acceptance Corp., are 
rumored to be headed to BN upon de
livery of Sao's new SD60s. Other units 
possibly available are ex-UP I M P  
SD40s/SD40-2s. 

Wisconsin Central 

On the motive-power front, it has 
been disclosed that all WC power is to 
be painted. The limiting factor is find
ing the time to drag the units off the 
road long enough to get them to the 
paint  shop.  The latest (and some 
would argue the best) unit to emerge 
from the Fond du Lac paint shop is 
GP30 713.  It was scheduled to be re
leased to service the third week in 
April. SD45s 6510, 6534 and 6554 are 
still on CSX. SD45 8939 has been re
turned from UP and is reportedly in 
service on WC trains. SD45 6548 was 
seen in Minneapolis recently, likely a 
pool unit off of UP. The unit returned 
to UP rails, leaving the Twin Cities on 
April 5 on C&NW's EMCBA. SW1200 
1 278 was recently repainted and 
renumbered 1 232. This unit was to 
head for the Upper Peninsula of Michi
gan for work-train service near Sid
naw, Mich. ,  on the former Duluth, 
South Shore & Atlantic main line. 

In the Unusual Movements Depart
ment, WC's contract to move overhead 
are has been completed, with the last 
train running at the end of March. 
DM&IR SD9s/SD18s were seen as far 
east as Fond du Lac (a departure from 
the rule that such units were not to 
stray past Stevens Point) .  It is not 
known whether more overhead con
tracts will be obtained; if so, special 
dispensation will have to be obtained 
again from Sao Line. In other news, 
movement of eight ex-BN U30Cs from 
Minneapolis to the LS&I at Eagle Mills, 
Mich., has commenced, moving at the 
rate of two per week. The first two 

Carl Loucks 
. .  SELLING RAILROAD TIMETABLES 

199 Wayland St., North Haven, CT 06473 

SPECIALS OF THE MONTH .. .  
a few of the more than 250,000 items in 
our stock. We do NOT sell any reprints. 
All are orig i nal rai l road issue. You' l l  learn 
about rai l road operations from these . . .  

CONDUCTOR'S INSTRUCTIONS: -
Amtrak 1 985 Fare Rules, Safety Rules, 
Operating Rules, PA Annou ncements, 
etc. 200+ pages, Hard Cover three ring 
Bi nder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $20. 

EMPLOYEE TIMETABLES: Line by l ine 
trackage,  instructions, speeds etc . . . . . .  . 
ATSF - California 1 988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 9. 
ATSF - I l l inois 1 987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 8. 
CN - Mountain Region 1 988 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 9. 
CSX - Tampa Div 1 987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8. 
ICG - Southern Reg 1 982 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  $ 7. 
M ILWAUKEE RD - Syst 1 985 $ 1 0 . 

NY & LONG BRANCH - Syst 1 974 . . .  $ 1 0. 

NS - Alabama 1 988 . . . . . .  $ 9. 

NS - Piedmont Div 1 988 . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  $ 9 .  
NS - Pocahontas Div 1 985 $ 8. 
NS - Tennessee Div 1 988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 9. 
PC - Eastern Region 1 969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 8. 
SBD - Atlanta Div 1 985 $ 8. 
SBD - Raleigh Div 1 985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8. 
SBD - Savannah Div 1 985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8. 
SOO LINE - System 1 986 $ 1 0.  
SP - Western Reg 1 987 $ 9. 

ANY FIVE ABOVE FOR JUST . . .  $30. 

PUBLIC TIMETABLE SPECIAL: 
The history of your favorite road told in  
t imetables. One from the 1 940's, one 
from the 1 950's, one from the 1 960's . . .  3 
System timetables for only $1 5.00. 
Choose from ATSF ,  ACL, C B&Q, D&H, 
D L&W, CV, C&O, B&O, IC, GN, NH,  
NYC,  N&W, N P ,  P R R ,  LV,  WAB, U P .  S ix  
sets for  $60.00. 

EMPLOYEE TIMETABLE 
STARTER KIT: Ideal for the new collec
tor. Ten employee timetables, hours of 
i nteresting read i ng about rai l road 
operations. One each from the S P ,  UP,  
I C G ,  SBD,  SOU, ATSF, BN,  M P ,  ROCK 
ISLAN D ,  and G N .  
A l l  ten for $35.00. 

ONE RAILROAD KITS: A set of En'S 
from your favorite RR.  SEVEN mint 
condition random dates/divisions. 

. . .  ATSF 7 ETTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30. 

... SP 7 ETTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $30. 

... N & W 7 ETTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30. 
. . .  CN 7 ETTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30. 
. . .  AI I Four Sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  $ 1 00.00 . 

NEW CATALOGU E  ISSUED MONTHLY. 
Sent with each order or SSAE. 
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In April, Wisconsin Central finally painted an ex-Sao Line GP30 into its new paint scheme 
featuring the "inverted pine tree." The un it is shown on its first run in fresh paint, leading the 
northbound North Fond du Lac-Milwaukee turn (train 1 2/47) past the Quad Graphics plant in 
Sussex, Wis . ;  on an adjacent track, stablemate 721 handles local switching duties in old 
paint. Unfortunately, 7 1 3 suffered a breakdown on this run and was sent the shops, emerging 
later in the week to handle some Quad Graphics passenger car movements. 

units, 5931  and 5828,  left New 
Brighton on No. 6 on April 7.  Two 
more moved during the week of April 
10, and three more arrived the same 
day from Lincoln, Neb. All these units 
are moved idling-in-consist behind the 
power of train No. 6 out of the Twin 
Cities. 

Regional Shorts 

Chicago, Missouri & Western, togeth
er with Amtrak, ran an Operation Life
saver train on April 1 7  in an attempt to 
increase grade-crossing safety. The 
train utilized Amtrak passenger equip
ment along with two CM&W locomo
tives freshly painted in the new Nickel 
Plate look-alike scheme while travers
ing a Chicago-Springfield route . . .  
I ow a  I n terstate may have its ex
Delaware & Hudson RS36 (No. 5015) 

SUGAR COU NTRY 
S H O RTL I N E  

Colorado's Great Western Railway 

1977 to 1988 

From the sale purpose of serving the Great 
Western Sugar factories i n the 1970's; the 
dark years of the bankruptcy of the sugar 
company i n  1984·85; to the resurrection by 
attracting new busi ness. 

H a rdbound, 8x1 1 ,  64 pages, printed i n  high 
quality block and white, extensively illustrated. 

Avai lable postpaid (Colorado residents $2.13 
sales tax) $29.95 from: 

Fox Publ ications 
P. O. Box 26976 

Lakewood, CO 80226 

ALSO AVA I LABLE: 

OVERLAND TO T H E  ROCKIES . . . . . .  $14.95 
. . .  Sp, U P, DRGW to the Rockies 
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in service by the time you read this. 
The unit, a pet project of Chief Me
chanical Officer Fred Cheney (a former 
D&H employee) has been undergoing 
rehabilitation at IAIS's Council Bluffs 
shops since last fall . . .  In April, Red 
River Valley & Western was granted 
1 3  miles of trackage rights over the Soo 
Line between Lucca and Ransom Junc
tion, N.D. 

News this month courtesy of Mike 
C uss ,  Jim Shepard, Frank  Jordan ,  
Du Wane Shogren, Wisconsin Cen tra l ,  
Mo ntana  Rail  Link, MID WEST RA J L 
SCENE REPORT and Karl Rasmussen. 

TRAN S I T  
Los 

ANGELES 

METRO 

Norm Johnson 

Another "Final" Valley Rail 
Showdown 

In five years of study and debate over 
a San Fernando Valley rail line, there 
have been several showdown meetings 
to determine the routes once-and-for
all. But each time a decision has been 
made, the issue was later scrambled 
due to the lobbying of one of the con
tending parties in this long-running 
controversy. 

In March, the Los Angeles County 
Transportation Commission (LACTC) 
scheduled still another such "final" 

meeting. Ostensibly, the Commission
ers met to consider mid-course correc
tions to an engineering and environ
mental study of cross-valley route op
tions. But the Commission staff has 
warned that the proposed changes 
could delay the study so long that the 
Valley could lose its place in line for a 
rail system. Commission Chairwoman 
Christine E. Reed said that since a con
sensus on a rail route for the Valley 
might be impossible to achieve at this 
time, the Commission should consider 
committing its available funds to two 
competing projects-a downtown-to
Pasadena light-rail route and a north
ern extension of the Century Freeway 
light-rail line which is already under 
construction. 

"It may be necessary for the Valley to 
wait until after the turn of the century 
to get a rail line," said Reed. Some local 
elected officials, noting the Valley's po
litical clout in Sacramento and among 
Los Angeles City Council members, 
have scoffed at warnings that the Val
ley might be dropped from considera
tion. Nonetheless, the warnings have 
touched off a storm of organizing ac
tivity by rail proponents-mostly busi
ness groups, civic organizations and a 
few homeowner leaders. 

Valley Rail Route Studies 
to Continue 

At its March 8 meeting, the LACTC, 
brushing aside objections from angry 
homeowners, voted overwhelmingly 
to resume a study of San Fernando 
Valley rail route options and declared 
its intent to pick a route by next March. 
The Commission's 9-0 vote ended 
nearly two months of delay during 
which homeowners, fighting rail 
routes that traverse their neighbor
hoods, sought to have the routes delet
ed from the study. The Commissioners 
also voted to grant a request from Val
ley rail backers to delay any action on 
two competing rail p rojects until 
March 1 990, so the Valley study can be 
completed. Proponents had worried 
that the Valley might lose its place in 
line for a rail project. 

Routes under consideration in the 
$2 . 1  million study are the Ventura 
Freeway's southern shoulder from the 
planned Universal City Metro Rail 
subway station to Warner Center; and 
a Southern Pacific railroad right-of
way that parallels Chandler and Victo
ry boulevards from Metro Rail 's  
planned northern terminus on Lanker
shim Boulevard in North Hollywood 
to Warner Center. Both routes are be
ing studied either as Metro Rail exten
sions or as light-rail lines requiring 
passengers bound for downtown to 
change trains at the Universal City or 
North Hollywood Metro Rail stations. 
In addition, the freeway route is being 
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studied as a fully-elevated line, and as 
an elevated line in commercial areas 
with a subway in residential areas. Al
so to be studied are residential por
tions of the Chandler-Victory route, as 
a full subway or with track in a shal
low trench surrounded by four-foot 
earthen berms or in a deep trench with 
a metal grid on top. 

And Now Glendale . . .  ? 

Light rail for Glendale? Could be. 
Nearly 35 years after buses replaced 
Pacific Electric 's  Glendale-Burbank 
line, city officials are studying the pos
sibility of bringing rail service back to 
Glendale. Six potential routes to down
town Los Angeles will be considered 
in an effort to develop a new mass
transit system for the Glendale area: A 
loop along Brand Boulevard from San 
Fernando Road to Colorado Street and 
then back to San Fernando Road along 
Central Avenue; along San Fernando 
Road from Glendale Avenue, looping 
east along Broadway to Central Av
enue, then west on Colorado Street 
back to San Fernando; straight along 
Central Avenue from San Fernando 
Road to the Ventura Freeway; straight 
along Brand Boulevard from San Fer
nando to the Ventura Freeway; San 
Fernando Road from Glendale Avenue 
to the Ventura Freeway; and the Glen
dale Freeway from south Glendale, 
then west on the Ventura Freeway. 

Of the proposed routes, three of the 
five City Council members say they 
will likely emphasize a rail route along 
existing railroad tracks on San Fernan
do Road. 

Meanwhile, Over In Pasadena . . .  

Under heavy pressure from busi
ness and property owners,  the 
Pasadena Board of City Directors all 
but eliminated Green Street as a route 
for a light-rail line to Los Angeles in 
an informal discussion on March 28. 
A formal vote scheduled for April 11 
was expected to confirm that decision. 
This effectively leaves only a route 
down the middle of the Foothill Free
way for the proposed line. But that 
route, with stations located beneath 
overpasses and with stairs and eleva
tors used to get riders up to city 
streets, drew criticism from people 
with disabilities, who said it would 
dramatically reduce the system's us
ability for them. 

Underlying this decision is another 
debate about whether the rail line 
should be an intercity system intended 
primarily to carry riders between 
cities, or whether it should also serve 
people trying to get around within 
Pasadena. As proposed, the Pasadena 
line would be the continuation of the 
line now being built between Long 

Beach and Los Angeles. LACTC is 
studying the environmental impacts of 
the first phase of the Pasadena line, 
which would bring trains to South 
Pasadena. The second phase, extend
ing the line into Pasadena, will proba
bly not be built for ten years, according 
to LACTC. 

, 

Bridge Collapses on Long 
Beach Route 

Almost as soon as we wrote about 
the outstanding safety record on the 
Long Beach line construction project 
(PRN 307), a major incident occurred 
March 28 at the Firestone Boulevard 
crossing, where contractors are replac
ing the old PE four-track bridge with a 
new overhead crossing. Incredibly, 
there were no serious injuries when a 
400-ton concrete span dropped one 
end onto the boulevard, even though 
the bridge crunched a pickup with two 
passengers. The bridge was resting on 
temporary wood and steel supports 
preliminary to its final setting on its 
abutments. Neither Morrison-Knud
sen, the contractor, nor LACTC offi
cials could explain the collapse, and an 
investigation is underway. 

PORTLAND 

LIGHT 

RAIL 

Steve Morgan 

MAX's First Snow 

The first measurable snowfall in the 
Portland area since MAX opened came 
on Feb. 1, followed by even more one 
month later. Portland usually sees at 
least two or three days of snow per 
year, but the winters of 1 986-87 and 
1 987-88 were unusual in having no 
days of snow. 

By Midwestern or Eastern standards, 
they were light snowfalls-about one 
inch on Feb. 1-2 and about four to five 
inches on March 1 -2-but Portland 
generally receives so little snow that 
local governments can't justify pur
chasing many snowplows and sand
ing trucks. Thus, an inch or two of 
snow is all it takes to cause severe traf
fic congestion and numerous acci
dents.  The bus system suffered 
lengthy delays, as articulated buses 
were sidelined and as accidents on 
"bottlenecks" such as the Sunset High
way (U.s. 26) brought traffic to a stop 
for long periods. 

MAX, however, operated with few 
problems. Wind-chill temperatures on 
Portland's east side reached as low as 

45 degrees and blowing snow made it 
difficult at times for some operators to 
read the block signals, but this didn't 
lead to any significant delays. 

The second cold snap, on March 1 -5, 
brought a heavier snowfall, but was 
not accompanied by high winds, and 
MAX again had few operational prob
lems. The only major disruption was 
on Sunday, March 5 when MAX trains 
early in the morning were slowed by 
ice on the trolley wires. Around 7 a.m., 
a train stopped for a traffic light at 
1 85th Avenue and arcing caused by ice 
on the wires actually burned right 
through the contact wire, shutting 
down the Rockwood and Ruby Junc
tion substations. This was only the sec
ond time that weather conditions have 
caused a service disruption necessitat
ing bus operation of part of the MAX 
line. The previous incident, on Jan. 4, 
1987, was also ice-related. 

Air-Conditioning Retrofit Planned 

Turning from winter cold to sum
mer heat, the latest news is that the 
draft Tri-Met budget for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1 allocates $1.2 million 
for a program to retrofit air-condition
ing units to the LRV fleet. If it survives 
the remaining two months of this 
year's budget process, this amount 
would enable 1 3  cars-half of  the 
fleet-to be retrofitted with roof
mounted air-conditioning units. Plans 
call for the same amount of money to 
be allocated to the program in the fol
lowing (1990-91 )  fiscal year, to retrofit 
the remainder of the fleet at that time. 
It is hoped that conversion of the first 
few cars will be done in time for sum
mer 1 990. 

THE 

..... 
..... 

Savor the real west and step back in time as 
you explore the " Best Preserved" shortline in 
North America. Visit the Railroad Museum of the 
Nevada Northern Railway and experience the 
wonderful sight, sound, and smell of a real old 
time steam railroad. 

Museum tours offered Tuesday thru Sunday, 
May 27 thru September 3rd. Exhibits include 
general office and depot from 1 907, round· 
house, machine and blacksmith shops, and his· 
toric roliling stocks of steam, diesel and electric 
locomotives, passenger and freight cars, and 
antique work equipment. 

AUTHENTIC STEAM & DI ESEL RIDES 

Operat ing each weekend 
May 27th thru September 30th , 1 989 

N E VADA NORTH E R N  RAI LWAY M U S  

P.O. Box 40 East Ely. Nevada 893 1 5  
-289-2085 
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Vintage Trolley Notes 

The contract for three newly built 
"vintage" trolley cars for operation on 
the light-rail line was signed by the 
manufacturer, the GOMACO Trolley 
Company, in late March, and by Tri
Met on April 1 0. The delivery due 
dates are based on the date of issuance 
of the so-called "Notice to Proceed"-
560 days from this date for the first car, 
590 for the second and 620 for the 
third. The notice was issued on April 
17, which would make the first car due 
on Oct. 29, 1 990. It is hoped to begin 
operation of the vintage service in De
cember 1 990. The cars will have steel 
frames but wooden bodies . 

Contrary to earlier reports, the vin
tage cars will not need to be able to ac
commodate the MAX line's wayside 
wheelchair lifts. The design of the 
"old" cars would make such accommo
dation very difficult, so wheelchair 
users will instead use new fixed ramps 
to be built at each end of the vintage
car route, and will not be allowed to 
board or alight at any points in be
tween (regular service can be used for 
such rides, since the vintage-trolley 
trips will supplement, not replace, 
LRV-operated trips).  

Lake Oswego Trolley Service 

As of this writing, there is still a 
chance that operation of vintage-street
car service between Portland and Lake 
Oswego (the "Willamette Shore Rail
way") will resume this summer, again 
using ex-Blackpool (England) double
decker 48. Readers wanting to learn 
the current situation should phone the 

� Silk Screen 

Rio Grande Act ion Hats 
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Only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.S0ea. 

4 Hats . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 .00 
Credit Card Oders . .  

M CNisa 
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Blue Springs, MO 6401 5  
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Please Add 2.50 Shipping & Handling 
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Portland/Oregon Visitors Association 
at (503) 222-2223. 

Due to cost estimates being higher 
than expected, Southern Pacific has 
proposed replacing the plan to extend 
this line via new track to downtown 
Lake Oswego (about one-half mile) 
with a new plan to allow the streetcar 
to share the already-existing tracks of 
SP's Tillamook branch over the same 
short section. However, many doubt 
that this would meet with the approval 
of the Federal Railroad Administra
tion, especially insofar as the antique 
trolley car itself would fail to meet 
FRA standards. 

SAN DIEGO 

TROLLEY 

Chris Cucchiara 

Walking the Line 

Trolley officials, MTDB officials and 
contractors walked the Euc1id-to
Spring Street section of the East Line 
on April 5 for a final inspection. After 
passing muster, the first phase of the 
11 . 1 -mile extension was turned over to 
MTDB. Now the Trolley can send train 
operators on training trips and refine 
operations in anticipation of revenue 
service beginning on May 1 4 .  The 
changing of the guard meant that the 
contractor had to remove 400 locks on 
switches, substations and gates so the 
Trolley could replace them with its 
own padlocks. 

On March 29, two single LRVs spent 
the day plodding along at 25 mph, 
testing switches, block Signals and 
crossing protection. The Trolley will 
run through a quarry between Lemon 
Grove and Spring Street; besides being 
a favorite spot for strutting peacocks, 
it's also a hangout for rock throwers. 
Without batting an eye, and in broad 
daylight, they hurled projectiles at the 
test trains, but fortunately, no damage 
resulted. Signal lights have also been 
abused by the miscreants. Maintainers 
have had to replace shot-out lenses, 
sometimes as frequently as every few 
days. 

For about six weeks, until the entire 
line opens on June 25, six trains will 
make the Spring Street run. The round 
trip is estimated to take about 90 min
utes. East Line train numbers will be 
different; now they are numbered 1-10, 
with the last four being Euclid trains. 
Instead of starting with train No. 1 1 ,  
the "East Liners" will be known a s  21-
26. Most schedules on the new run as
signments are exclusively on one line 

or the other, but a few train operators 
will spend a half-day on the South 
Line, and the other half on the East 
Line. East Line runs also include an 
unpaid 3D-minute lunch. 

If the El Cajon portion of the project 
remains on schedule, and so far it is, 
signals should be installed by May 2, 
and the line turned over to the Trolley 
by May 27. 

New LRVs In Service 

Some of the LRVs that have been ac
cepted by the company were put into 
service on April 10. Before that, a new 
car was spotted at the Santa Fe Depot 
so train operators could get oriented to 
the new car 's  minor differences . 
Among the new features are separate 
buttons to open and close doors for 
each side of the train. (On the older 
LRVs, a switch is used to select doors 
on the right or left, and then a button 
is pressed to activate the doors.)  An
nunciator lights advise of door prob
lems, and if it doesn't clear, a: switch 
can be flipped to override it so the 
train can travel at normal speed with
out having to utilize the Emergency 
Drive function, which is not only hard 
on the brakes but will not allow the car 
to operate over 20 mph. 

It looks like MTDB might not miss 
out after all on the benefits of a sale
leaseback for the first order of El Cajon 
cars. In last month's column it was re
ported that negotiations weren't pro
gressing well between MTDB and 
Japan or Germany to sell and then 
lease back its LRVs. A business ar
rangement of this nature would pro
vide discretionary funds for MTDB to 
use in obtaining station sites or to be
gin preliminary engineering for new 
lines. The Germans have apparently 
come to terms with their patriotism 
and decided that it's okay to shelter in
come, so a deal could be finalized in 
about 45 days. Another plus is that the 
Germans have no objections to letting 
the new cars enter revenue service, an 
option that wasn't available during 
past sale-leaseback transactions. The 
German group of companies involved 
in the negotiations includes a division 
of Siemens, manufacturer of the Trol
ley's LRVs. MTDB is expected to net a 
three-to-five percent return, or about 
$800,000. 

Faux Pas at Imperial 

Some unfortunate contractor gri
maced as he watched an LRV trying to 
negotiate the Bayside Line curve on 
the south side of the James R.  Mills 
Building at Imperial Avenue. Because 
the overhead wires weren't up yet, the 
car was towed to the new track, then 
hooked up to giant jumper cables on a 
bucket truck. According to witnesses, 



the car 's  articulation creaked and 
groaned like it was about to snap in 
two. That wasn't the only curve that 
proved to be too tight for the LRVs. 
The other trouble spot was across the 
way, on the north side of the mainte
nance facility. The curves are estimated 
at 80 degrees, five degrees tighter than 
the curve at City College, which is 
supposedly the tightest curve on the 
system. The asphalt, recently installed 
by the run-around track next to the 
shop, will have to be torn out to reme
dy the problem. The Bayside's curve 
was a little luckier; since it hadn't been 
covered over, it was fixed almost im
mediately. 

New Maintenance Building 

On a brighter note, the addition to 
the maintenance facility is nearly com
plete. The two shop tracks will each 
accommodate two LRVs. There are 
three pits and one floor area. Other 
features include an overhead crane to 
remove air conditioning units, and 
permanent rooftop access ramps. Of
fices, a conference room, storage and a 
reception area round out the building. 

Controllers can't wait to move back 
upstairs and out of their dungeon-like 
temporary quarters. Their former of
fices are being .revamped, and all they 
are waiting on now is installation of 
radio equipment. 

The Imperial Station is ready for an 
onslaught of Trolley and bus passen
gers. Right now, only a few fare ma
chines have been installed at the new 
stop, but there's room for over a dozen. 
They can install 'em as they need 'em. 
And mischievous types better watch 
their "Ps and Qs," as cameras are ev
erywhere, waiting to catch idle fingers 
meddling with the property. 

The San Diego Electric Railway As
sociation is working on a project to in
stall the front end of one of San Diego's 
old streetcars, No. 422, in a restaurant 
that will open soon in the James R.  
Mills Building. The streetcar will look 
as if it's blasting right out of the wall, 

Back Issues 
Available 

AT ORIGINAL 
COVER PRICE! 

Some issues are in l imited quantities, 
so hurry! For a complete l ist, send a 
self-addressed long (#1 0) envelope to: 

Pacific Rail News 
P.O. Box 61 28 

Glendale, CA 91 225 

and to add to the feeling of "being 
there," MTDB officials want to arrange 
for a few clang-clangs every so often. 

SACRAMENTO 
Robert W. Blymyer 

In keeping with covering the burgeoning 
light-rail lines in many cities, we intra -
duce our latest column, abou t the Sacra
mento, Calif., rail transit system . Writer 
Bob Blymyer is not only a rail historian of 
note, but he is part of Regional Transit 's 
public relations team. His reports will ap
pear on a periodic basis, rather than in ev
en) issue. We look forward to his coverage 
of developments in California 's capital 
city.-J. W. 

More Transit Money 

Last November, Sacramento voters 
passed a half -cent sales tax initiative 
tha t alloca tes new money for local 
transportation needs. Of that money, 
35 percent, or about $16 million a year, 
will go to public transit. The remaining 
dollars will be divided up between 
roadway maintenance and new con
struction, with a small percentage for 
para-transit and air-pollution needs. 

New Light-Rail Cars 

As a result of the election, the order 
for additional light-rail cars has been 
increased from six to ten . The new 
units will be the same Siemens 
Duewag, U2A model that comprises 
the existing 26-car fleet, costing $1 .38 
million each. Manufacturing will be 
done in Germany, with final assembly 
to take place in Sacramento. Delivery 
is expected in 21 months. Addition of 
the ten new light-rail cars will allow 
Regional Transit (RT) to operate 32 cars 
during the peak period, with four 
units held in reserve. This will increase 

capacity by 32 percent, allowing use of 
four-car trains on all schedules. Cur
rently, 23 cars are operated during the 
peak period. 

Track Projects 

Even before the sales tax was 
passed, some major track projects were 
already underway or completed. A 
double crossover track was installed 
on the K Street Mall between 9th and 
1 0th streets last fall .  More recently, 
short tail tracks were added at the 
Watt/ I-80 and Butterfield terminals, 
for car storage only. 

The first phase of double tracking is 
underway with the "Craigmont" pro
ject. This encompasses the area just 
east of the Marconi station and just to 
the west of the Roseville Road station. 
Other double-tracking projects will be
gin later this year. Currently, the RT 
Metro system is about 60 percent sin
gle-track operation. 

Improved Bus-Rail Connections 

Effective April 2, RT implemented a 
large-scale service expansion program 
intended to increase light-rail ridership 
through expansion of service hours 
and improvement of bus connections. 
Light-rail trains will begin before 5 
a.m. and operate until after midnight, 
seven days a week. The last train from 
downtown Sacramento (St. Rose of li
ma station, 7th and K streets) for But
terfield will leave at 1 1 :51 p.m., with 
the last train for Watt/I-80 leaving St. 
Rose of Lima station (8th and K) at 
1 2:58 a.m. Weekend service was also 
improved, with trains running every 
15 minutes on Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays until about 7 p.m., and 30-
minute service after that. 

On the bus side, a major new route 
was created, the No. 1 Beltline.  I t  
serves as an extension to light rail, con
necting both the Watt/I-80 and Butter
field terminals with Sacramento ' s  
largest shopping center, a large com
munity college and several northeast-

FIRST - C L A S S  R A I L ROAD P I N S 
H i g h  qual ity 
representat ions of rai l road 
heralds, name·train logos, 
locomot ive n u mber p l ates 
and b u i l der's p l ates and 
logos. 

Custom p i n  service 
avai lable for rai l roads, 
railway historical societies, 
rai l road museums, tou rist 
railways, c l u bs and 
conventions. 

See your dealer or order di rect - $4 each plus $1 per order for 
P&H.  No credit cards. Send SASE for updated listing. 
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area residential neighborhoods. The 
new combination bus/rail service pro
vides a 36-mile ring of all-day, 1 5-
minute-headway service, connecting 
the northeast suburbs with downtown 
Sacramento, seven days a week. In ad
dition to the new N o . 1 ,  a major 
crosstown bus service was created con
necting the Arden/Del Paso and 29th 
Street stations with the expanding Ar
den Fair Shopping Center. This service 
will also operate every 1 5  minutes, 
with buses connecting with the trains 
at both stations. 

p R E S E RVAT I O N 

Brian Norden 

The Western Railroad Museum, oper
ated by the Bay Area Electric Railroad 
Association in Rio Vista Junction, 
Calif. ,  has obtained additional cars. 
The museum has obtained a long-term 
lease on the two former Western Pacif
ic passenger cars long displayed at 
Oakland's Harrison Park. The city has 
been slowly transforming the park 
from a railroad theme to an Oriental 
Cultural Center. The museum desired 
additional equipment for its "Dozier 
Limited" operation, which uses former 
Southern Pacific commute cars. Bag
gage car No. 128 was built by Pressed 
Steel Car Co. in 1 924, and coach No. 
302 was built by Pullman in 1923. The 
arch-roofed cars are similar to cars 
built for the Southern Pacific. The mu
seum is seeking contributions to aid 
with the leasing, movement, conserva
tion and restoration of these cars. 

In PRN 301, the museum's acquisi
tion of a 45-ton diesel locomotive was 
mentioned. The locomotive was built 
by Porter in August 1 942, and first as
signed to the Naval Supply Center in 
Torrance, Calif., as No. 65.00404. In 

New Publication 
SANTA FE 'ROUTE 
TO TH E PACIFIC.  
by Philip C. Serpico 

Historical Review Of Southern California 
Branch Line Construction From Los 
Angeles To Port Ballona, Redondo Beach, 
Santa Monica And The Modern Day 
Operations At Los Angeles Harbor And 
Long Beach. 
I-Iurdcovcr Edition With DUBljuckct, 170 PugcB, 
81r.l x 11 Formal. More Than 235 Photos Etc., 

Includinl:: 9 MllPS And 4 Color Plates . •  "irst 500 
Copies Sold (rt!tuil) Signed And Numbered. 

$34.95 Postpaid 
Cui. HCB Add 6% Sales 'fux. 

Foreign Sules Add $2.00 For Shipping. 

Omnl Publications Box 566. Palmdale. CA 93550 
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A visit to the "Land of the Giants:" Two former Union Pacific high-horsepower un its bask in 
the sunshine of a March 1 989 day in Dodson, Mo. , southeast of Kansas City on UP's Cof
feyvil le Subdivision. Centennial 6930 and GE gas-turbine 1 8  belong to the Smokey Mountain 
Railroad Museum; other vintage equipment on hand in Dodson includes tender 907853, 

snowplow/kitchen car 905644, office/bunk car 907257 and rotary (with tender) 900075. 

1967, the locomotive was transferred to 
Moffett Naval Air Station and assigned 
No. L2; it was declared surplus and 
sold to a dealer the same year. After 
storage at the GE Oakland repair facili
ty, the engine was donated in 1988 and 
arrived at the museum in November. 
The locomotive will be used for its 
utility value, not preserved as an ex
hibit. 
(THE REVIEW, Bay Area Electric Railroad 

Association) 

On April 1, 1989, the Pacific Coast 
Chapter, Railway & Locomotive His
torical S ociety and the California 
State Railroad Museum hosted a sym
posium entitled "Railroad Preservation 
in the '80s."  The speakers included 
John White and Bill Withuhn of the 
Smithsonian Institution; Mark Smith, 
publisher of LOCOMOTIVE & RA ILWAY 
PRESERVATION; Timothy C. Truscott, a 
principal of the Albany (New York) 
Union Sta tion restora tion; Mike 

The Orange Empire Railway Museum is buying 
Santa Fe No. 563. a Fai rbanks- Morse model 
H · 1 2-44 switcher (built in 1 957). 

To complete the transaction and bring No. 563 
back from E I  Paso, Texas. to the museum in 

Perris. Calif.. we need to raise nearly $1 5,OOO! 

We NEED your contrbutions to save this historic 

locomotive. PLEASE HELP' 

Please mail these tax-deductible contributions to: 
ORANGE EMPIRE RAI LWAY MUSEUM 

P.O. Box 548 
Perris. CA 92370·0548 

SpecifY,"for Santa Fe FM locomotive," on your check 

-RANDY KELLER 

Mangini of Project 2472 in San Mateo, 
Calif.; and Fred Bartels, president of 
the Strasburg Rail Road Co. Partici
pants came from across the country to 
take part in the activities. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum has 
added a Southern Pacific "Harriman
style" baggage car to its collection. The 
car, built in 1909, had been last used by 
the railroad for record storage near the 
Taylor Yard office. This is the first 
"Harriman" car from the Southern Pa
cific at the Perris, Calif., museum; simi
lar cars at the museum are from Ore
gon Short Line, San Diego & Arizona 
Eastern and Union Pacific. 

(Brian Norden) 

The roundhouse fire at Durango & 
-Silverton's main facility in Durango 
will not keep the railroad from open
ing the 1989 operating season on time. 
It is plalmed to use the least-damaged 
steam engine, ex-D&RGW K37 No. 
497, as the starting locomotive. With 
the D&S working six days a week to 
repair the fire damage, it is expected 
that one additional locomotive can be 
returned to service each week after the 
season begins on May 6. Included on 
the repair list are ex-D&RGW K28s 
473, 476 and 478, and larger K36s 480 
and 481 .  

A s  i s  frequently the the case with 
display engines, SP 0-6-0 1258 has fall
en on hard times. On display in Mar
tinez, Calif., since 1 959, the engine will 
be moved a short distance to a new site 
at the Martinez Regional Shoreline 
Park. We hope that at least a cosmetic 
restoration will be performed during 
the move. 

(Joe Strapac) 



Ceremonies held J une 9, 1 989, in Cheyenne, Wyo., marked the official renumbering of UP's famed Northern 8444 to its original 844 designation. 
To commemorate the event, we look back to the locomotive's original tenure as 844. In  this view from August 20, 1 952, the 4-8-4 steams past Dale 
Creek, Wyo. ,  at 55 mph with a 1 4-car Overland Limited (train No. 27) in tow. 

In t h e  g l o o m  of B u r l i ngton  
Northern's "Zephyr Pit" on Canal S1. 
in Ch icago, E9 9939 u ndergoes 
minor servicing on Jan.  14 ,  1 972, in 
preparation for its next job-prob
ably handling one of the next day's 
BN commuter trai ns.  The "Zephyr 
Pit" has vanished s ince this photo 
was taken, replaced by Metra with a 
modern service facility at the same 
location. 

-L.A. HASTMAN 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T 
-ROSS B. GRENARO, JR. 
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Above: A westbound military 
t ra in  (w i th  a bonus cut of 
TOFC b e h i n d  t h e  power)  
glides through the stark New 
Mexico desert at Suwanee on 
A p r i l  1 ,  1 98 9 . - C H R I S  
RAUGHT Left: Sunlight fades 
as a priority auto rack trai n 
speeds towards Los Angeles. 
Westbou nd KCLA 1 of Apr i l  
22, 1 989, is on the Panhandle 
Sub near Higgins, Texas, as it 
rounds a curve, about to meet 
an eastbo u n d  f re igh t .  
-GARY J. BENSON Right:  
Santa Fe Extra 5099 East ac
c e l e rates o u t  of Barstow, 
Cal i f . ,  as a Mojave Desert 
sunset creates a spectacular 
backdrop. The freight is at the 
eastern  end of Santa Fe's 
massive Barstow classifica
tion yard, having just passed 
the  fo rmer  Harvey House 
passenger depot. 

-ELROND LA WRENCE 



ATCH ISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE 

Clean locomotives adorned in an attractive paint scheme, coupled with an 
ability to efficiently move trains quickly between Chicago and the West 
Coast help make Santa Fe a favorite among railfans. Here's a sampling of 
recent activities across the Santa Fe system. 
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THIS IS THE PLACE for light rail, they're now saying in 
Salt Lake City, echoing Brigham YOlmg's famed remark 
made upon first viewing the everlasting hills of the Salt 
Lake Valley. The Wasatch Front Regional Council is 
pushing a $700 million, seven-year plan to improve 
Interstate 15 and build a light-rail line south from SLC, 
"possibly" using Union Pacific tracks. The line would 
cost $ 1 0-$1 5  million per mile, and carry up to 25,000 
passengers per day. Widening 1-1 5  would cost more, but 
both may have to be done to solve a growing case of 
gridlock. Decisions may come as early as this summer, 
and the Utah Transit Au thority has already started 
buying right-of-way for light-rail sta tions . . .  That 
Seattle trolley bus tunnel is to open in September 1990, 
right on schedule, but there have been some problems. 
The PosT-INTELLIGENCER reports that Metro management 
is under fire for ( 1 )  buying bus windshields and granite 
for the subway from South Africa, and (2) buying dual
powered electric/ diesel buses that are overweight and 
exceed state highway maxinmms. The 236 Italian-built 
buses will operate on either diesel or electric power from 
overhead trolley wires, and will service routes that enter 
the downtown tunnel .  Apparently, M etro's  regular 
trolley coach lines will not use the downtown tunnel at 
all. M ost bizarre problem in constructing the tunnel: 
someone u n d erground m i s takenly hooked an air 
compressor to a water line, causing courthouse toilets to 
explode! 

MINNEAPOLIS IN MOTION: Minnesota's biggest city 
has moved a giant step closer to light rail with approval 
of a first-segment $41 7 million, 25-mile "Stage I" plan 
which will be built, financed and operated by a private 
vendor consortium . This "Super Turn-key" method 
involves utilizing as little as $24 million in federal 
funding, relying instead on local funding which has 
already been put into place. The Hennepin County 
Regional Railroad Authority has overall control, and 
has the authority to levy up to two mils of property tax 
to ensure that the system is built and operated. The very 
first operable segment will  run from downtown 
Minneapolis east to the University of Minnesota on the 
Mississippi River. The city of St. Paul is making active 
plans for its own light-rail line to link up with it, thus 
reviving the old "Interurban" streetcar line, although 
perhaps on a different alignment. The Twin Cities 
financing and operating plan for light rail is unique, but 
with federal transit funding on the downtrend, may well 
be the wave of the future . . .  Chicago's METRA is 
planning a circumferential commuter rail line around 
the Windy City, but hasn't decided how far out from the 
Loop the line will be. The longest option would be to use 
that part of the Elgin Joliet & Eastern tracks which 
stretch 99 miles from Waukegan on the north to the 
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Indiana state line on the south. The type of vehicle to be 
used (diesel or electric) hasn't been decided, nor has a 
source of funding.been identified. GROWTH BUSINESS: 
According to the WALL STREET JOURNAL, commuter rail 
ridership nationwide is growing 5 to 1 0  percent a year. 

BALTIMORE BUYS: A New J ersey company, ABB 
Traction I n c . ,  has w o n  the contract to supply 35 
articulated light-rail cars with a.c.  propulsion for the 
new north-south Baltimore light-rail line. The cost: $61 
million. Deliveries will start in December 1 990 and the 
contract carries an option for 1 0  to 20 additional cars. 
The cars are noteworthy on two counts: They are the 
first a.e.-powered light-rail cars in the U.s., and at 95 feet 
long the six-axle, articulated vehicles will be the largest 
of their kind . . .  German technological and Japanese 
business interests have teamed up to propose a 20-mile, 
$500 million magnetic levitation line between Orlando 
International Airport and EPCOT Center. This would be 
a separate project from the proposed high-speed electric 
railway linking Miami with Orlando and Tampa, but 
both would be administered (at least in the early stages) 
by the Florida H i gh-Speed R a il Transp ortation 
Commission, set up by the state legislature to thrust 
Florida onto the cutting edge of high-speed surface 
transportation in the U.S. 

MORE CARS FOR SACRAMENTO: California's capital 
city has a problem: it doesn't have enough LRVs. So 
officials there have signed a $13.8 million contract with 
Siemens/Duewag for 1 0  additional six-axle articulated 
cars for delivery in 1 991 . This will increase the fleet to 36 
and permit the transit district to operate four cars in 
every train during rush hours. Currently only one four
car train can be operated. PRN reader Tom Lerra also 
notes that the district is extending the double track near 
the north end of the line near the Watt/I-80 station. Some 
of the Sacramento system is single track, but it is hoped 
to progressively double-track the entire network . . .  TRY, 
TRY AGAIN: Dallas transit planners have proposed a 
new regional transit plan that calls for 56 miles of surface 
light rail on six routes (from downtown to Plano, 
Garland, Southeast, Southern Oak Cliff, Southwestern 
Oak Cliff along the Santa Fe, and Northwest along 1-35, 
plus commuter rail to Irving) to be built on a pay-as-you
go basis over the next 1 5  years for $ 1 .6 billion. Voters shot 
down the last DART plan which called for a vast heavy
rail system and an elaborate downtown subway grid . . .  
Phoenix voters rejected an $8.4 billion, 1 03-mile rapid 
transit rail proposal dubbed ValTrans that envisioned 
Vancouver Skytrain-type technology. Voters weren't 
given many details of the network, but officials vowed to 
try again in a few years as traffic and smog continue to 
worsen in Arizona's capital. 



EXTRA  B O ARD A D S 
PACIFIC RAILNEWS reserves the right to edit all 
copy and refuse any listings. Ads cannot be ac
knowledged, nor can proof copies be sent. Clos
ing date: 20th of 3rd month before issue date. 
Count all numbers, name and address. Home/of
fice street address and telephone number must 
accompany ad order, even if not included in 
copy. RATES: 20e a word/$5 minimum. Payment 
in advance. 

FOR SALE: EX-I & W  1 0-6 sleeper McDowell 
COl/nly. Pullman-built in 1949. Amtrak certified. 
Never been modified. Stored inside. Body sand
blasted, primed and ready to paint. Serious in
quiries only. (216) 285-2147. 307-308 

B LE D S O E  RAIL S LI D E S .  New h igh-quality 
35mm sets: Rock Island, Frisco, ICG, Katy, AT&SF, 
E&Fs, GP30s, No. 819, 20 slides $9. Catalog and 
samples free. Bledsoe Rail Slides, P.O. Box 377, 
Crowley, TX 76036-0377. 304-31 5  

RAILROAD VIDEOS: "Operation Metra Part I 
& 11." Witness close up Chicago's Metropolitan 
Rail. Coverage from all Metra commuter lines, 
plus road freight action! Also see '88's Circus 
Train, BN E9s, RTA E8s, F40s, F40Cs and modern 
interurbans! Free Metra timetables' Operation Me
tra Part I is 2 1/4 hours $26.95-0peration Metra 
Part II is 2 hours $26.95. Or both for $45.99! A 15% 
discount!! 

"Operation Metra/The Freights." Witness the 
Chicago freight action scene which includes many 
Chicago locations and railroads. Also featured is 
McCook crossing and Frisco 1522 on a WC excur
sion! 80 minutes. $2l.95. 

"Railroads From Across the Midwest and West." 
Witness all types of American railroading from 
the following railroads: Amtrak, AT&SF, B N ,  
C&NW, D&RGW, EJ&E, E&LS, LS&I, MILW, 500 
and UP! Added features from E M D / Oakway 
SD60s to U P  8444 and locations fro m Abo 
Canyon, Weber Canyon and Joint Line, to a chase 
of an EB D&RGW over famous Tennessee Pass! 2 
hours. $24.95. 

"The Midwestern Railway Museum Tour" Vol
ume 1. Featuring the Mid-Continent Railway Mu
seum at North Freedom, Wis. Witness the muse
um's collection of steamers, diesels and passenger 
cars and ride along while Western Coal & Coke 
No. 1 pulls a daily run! Donations will be given 
from sales of this video. 50 minutes. $1 9.95. 

VHS Only! Please add $3.00 for P&H. Please send 
check or money order to: Viking Video Produc
tions, 3 1 1  Lunar Drive, Round Lake, IL 60073. 

308-309 

TOURS OVERSEAS: Come join us on one of the 
following railroad enthusiasts tours that we are 
running in 1989: EUROPE, Sept. 30 for 16 days. 
Wide variety of trains in spectacular settings. 
Steam, d i esel and electric in I t a l y, A u stria,  
Switzerland and West Germany. ARGENTINA/ 
PARAGUAY, Oct. 8-28. 17 train rides, 1 2  charters 
with steam and diesel including Aleo PAs and 
BLW Sharks. Also see ex-PE electrics. C H I L E /  
ARGENTINA, Nov. 11-30. 1 2  train rides including 
7 cha rters with steam, d iesel a n d  electric.  
GUATEMALA, Dec.  1 -10.  Charter steam in the 
rugged Sierra Madre mountains. Ride over entire 
mainline system with steam and diesel. Please 
write or call for details: Trains Unlimited Tours, 
235 W. Pueblo St., Reno, NV 89509. 1 (800) 359-
�m D 
BUTTON SETS: Kansas City Southern, Missouri 
Pacific, Nickel Plate, Northern Pacific, Pacific 
Electric, Pere Marquette, Rock Island, Southern 
Pacific, Union Pacific and Western Pacific uniform 

button blazer sets. Two large, six small-$6.25 each. 
Joseph Lajoie, P.O. Box 3, Methuen, MA 01844. 

304-309 

WANTED: Want to share steam locomotive video 
VHS tapes with others free of charge. Send list to 
Nadler, P.O. Box 732, Hillside, NJ 07205. (201) 923-
9497. 304-311 

SLIDE COLLECTOR? We have 40,000 different 
excellent-quality duplicate locomotive slide from 
1940s to date, featuring vintage views from the 
Alan Miller collection. Almost every diesel model 
represented, electric and some steam included 
covering 1,700 different companies. Catalog incl. 
loco. number, model, paint scheme, date. $6 for 
142-page catalog and supplement and sample. 
Our 22nd year. Porreca & Associates, Inc., Dept. I, 
P.O. Box 22, Boulder, CO 80306. 305-308 

NEVADA NORTHERN RAILWAY Commemora
tive Medallion, third issue featuring steam engine 
No. 40, $3 each + 50, shipping and handling. 1989 
Nevada Northern Railway Museum merchandise 
listing available, including "Ghost Train of Old 
Ely" videos and solid brass numbered belt buck
les. Obtain by sending SASE to The Rail Place, 
Box 605, East Ely, NV 89315 305-308 

WIN RAILFAN TRIP: 2nd annual fund-raising 
drive to build the Portola Railroad Museum's Visi
tor's Center. Drawing sponsored by the non-profit 
Feather River Rail SOCiety. Winner will receive a 
railfan tour to Chile for two persons, operated by 
Trains Unlimited Tours, valued at $5,600. Draw-

Rails 
through 

O 
the 

G range roves 

ing September 5, tour departs Miami November 
12. Raffle tickets: $3 each or 5 for $10.  Please help 
the museum grow. Feather River Rail SOCiety, P.O. 
Box 8 (Trip), Portola, CA 96122. 303-308 

COMPACT DISCS and audio cassettes from the 
critically acclaimed library of Mobile Fidelity. No 
outtakes, junk or questionable quality a l lowed! 
SASE for free listing to MFP-N, BOx 8359, Dept. 
PN, Incline Village, NV 89450-8359. 304-319 

$$$ HOW TO Open Your Own Model Train Shop! 
39-page report, guaranteed. $11 .95 to Jim Bardon, 
1344 High #l-PACR, Denver, CO 80218. 308 

APPR OVAL N E G ATIVES A N D  O R I G I N A L  
SLIDES: R F M  h a s  over 4 0  quality photographers 
throughout the U.s. and worldwide all in one lo
cation. Class 1, short lines and industrials, foreign 
and domestic, steam, traction, electrics, diesels, 
MofW, cabooses, depots, etc. Many thousands of 
subjects to select from, even buses! For informa
tion, contact RFM, Box 750, Dunnigan, CA 95937-
0750. 303-308 

RAILROAD BOOKS (many out of print). Rail
road postcards and PACIFIC NEWS index for issues 
1 through 245. SSAE for list. Chatham Publishing 
Co., P.O. Box 283, Burlingame, CA 94010. 304-315 

RAILWAY ADVENTURES: A guide to 81 active steam 
and mountain railways in Switzerland, France, 
Belgium, Holland and Scandinavia. 1 20 pages, 
81/2 x 1 1 ,  many photos, $9.25. INCLINE PRESS, 
P.O. Box 212, Merced, CA 95341.  308-310 

(I) INTERURBAN 
_." : .' PRESS '.,�;:; ;:::� , PO Box 6444, Glendale CA 91 225 

=' (81 8) 240-91 30 

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER FIRST Californians ordering directly add 
6/6Y.% sales tax. 

A Centennial Look at the Ratiroads of Orange County, California- Volume I, Orange County, 
California, is today one of the best known urban centers in the u.s.  Yet, its growth is a recent 
phenomenon; just rwo generations ago, Orange County was predominantly agricultural, with a 
relatively small population. Through all of the changes over this past century, railroads have provided 
a framework for the local economy. This book, Volume I of a rwo-volume set, covers the pioneering 
Orange County railroads-the Southern Pacific, the Southern California Railway (Santa Fe), and the 
Santa Ana & Newpon-as well as covering the Pacific Electric and predecessors, from horse cars to 
Red Cars, within the County. (Volume II will take over the story and bring it to the present day, 
including the entry of the Union Pacific . )  In addition to the carefully researched, well-written text, 
authors Stephen E. Donaldson and William A. Myers have assembled an unequaled collection of 
photos. You won't  want to miss it! 

144 pages, 1 50 photos, 81f2xll" hardbound with color dust jacket. 
ISBN 87046-0 88-9 (Ready July) $2 p / h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $32 . 00 
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